
 

Health Policy – Online Omnibus Survey 

 
 

METHODOLOGY NOTE 

 

ComRes surveyed 2,057 GB adults aged 18+ between March 31st and April 1st 2015. Data were weighted to be representative of 

all GB adults aged 18+. ComRes is a member of the British Polling Council and abides by its rules.  

 

All press releases or other publications must be checked with ComRes before use.  ComRes requires 48 hours to check a press 

release unless otherwise agreed. 

 

To register for Pollwatch, a monthly newsletter update on the polls, please email: pollwatch@comres.co.uk 

 



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

87325945432365063048032234130536924010829752057Unweighted base

892260489448570550448305367346346244104910082057Weighted base

3159417915222121718012813512512773421348769Local NHS managers
35%36%37%34%39%40%40%42%37%36%37%30%40%34%37%

27781169131165115717910312211392281298580MPs
31%31%35%29%29%21%16%26%28%35%33%38%27%30%28%

135325376801321244743445726138203341Doctors and nurses
15%12%11%17%14%24%28%15%12%13%17%11%13%20%17%

1143967528765604364443130147124271Civil servants (e.g.
13%15%14%12%15%12%13%14%17%13%9%12%14%12%13%the Department of

Health)

2691218811511371014272350Local councillors
3%3%2%4%1%2%1%*4%2%3%6%3%2%2%

255819910789589331346Patients
3%2%2%4%2%2%2%3%2%1%2%4%3%1%2%
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Absolutes/col percents

Table 1
Q.1 Who do you think should bear the most responsibility for future NHS performance?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Voting IntentionRegion
York-

shire &
Hum-

East-East Mid-West Mid-ber-Scot-
UKIPLibDemLabConSouth WestSouth EastLondonernWaleslandslandssideNorth WestNorth EastlandTotal

276127531581186300250198112143183200210861892057Unweighted base

288124541562185288267206103144185185226821852057Weighted base

116461532578498829145538465902057769Local NHS managers
40%37%28%46%45%34%31%44%44%37%45%35%40%25%31%37%

70292141084781774127395554693358580MPs
24%24%40%19%25%28%29%20%26%27%30%29%31%40%31%28%

4725781042656553319221827341436341Doctors and nurses
16%20%14%19%14%19%21%16%18%15%10%14%15%17%20%17%

41207471213442338241527251030271Civil servants (e.g.
14%16%14%13%11%12%16%16%8%17%8%15%11%13%16%13%the Department of

Health)

73171531062327951150Local councillors
2%3%3%3%2%3%2%1%3%2%4%5%2%2%1%2%

61574955146333246Patients
2%*1%1%2%3%2%2%1%3%3%2%1%4%1%2%
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Health Policy Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 31st March - 1st April 2015

Absolutes/col percents

Table 1
Q.1 Who do you think should bear the most responsibility for future NHS performance?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

87325945432365063048032234130536924010829752057Unweighted base

892260489448570550448305367346346244104910082057Weighted base

3288815114719419716811211512211162325365690Nothing (0)
37%34%31%33%34%36%37%37%31%35%32%25%31%36%34%

4611412532433142992301732001731831505625481110NET: Willing to pay
52%54%52%54%55%54%51%57%55%50%53%61%54%54%54%

2215110012314111697841087367522542274801p extra on each £1
25%20%20%27%25%21%22%27%30%21%19%21%24%22%23%earned

10643664983796141445143371361412772p extra on each £1
12%17%13%11%15%14%14%13%12%15%12%15%13%14%13%earned

41921162328171461326124345883p extra on each £1
5%4%4%4%4%5%4%4%2%4%7%5%4%4%4%earned

10-9-7923532101115254p extra on each £1
1%-2%-1%2%1%1%1%1%1%4%1%1%1%earned

58263744425342292220343084921765p extra on each £1
6%10%8%10%7%10%9%10%6%6%10%12%8%9%9%earned

25102012171311315121210342863More than 5p extra on
3%4%4%3%3%2%2%1%4%4%3%4%3%3%3%each £1 earned (6)

104318458625350205251523216295257Don't know
12%12%17%13%11%10%11%6%14%15%15%13%15%9%13%

1.311.581.581.431.421.491.401.341.381.361.621.921.491.461.48Mean

1.661.841.831.751.691.761.741.621.701.691.841.911.751.761.75Standard deviation
0.060.120.090.100.070.070.080.090.100.100.100.130.060.060.04Standard error
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Health Policy Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 31st March - 1st April 2015

Absolutes/col percents

Table 2
Q.2 Currently, income tax in the UK is between 20p (for those earning £10,000-£41,865) and 45p (for those earning £150,000 or above)
for each £1 earned. How much extra, if anything, would you personally be willing to pay in income tax for every £1 you earn each month,
to go directly to the NHS?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Voting IntentionRegion
York-

shire &
Hum-

East-East Mid-West Mid-ber-Scot-
UKIPLibDemLabConSouth WestSouth EastLondonernWaleslandslandssideNorth WestNorth EastlandTotal

276127531581186300250198112143183200210861892057Unweighted base

288124541562185288267206103144185185226821852057Weighted base

138331302205598906838496871712457690Nothing (0)
48%26%24%39%30%34%34%33%37%34%37%39%31%29%31%34%

119823462929915714311351888793134441021110NET: Willing to pay
41%66%64%52%53%55%53%55%49%61%47%50%59%53%55%54%

573811914455636837174039485218444801p extra on each £1
20%31%22%26%30%22%25%18%16%28%21%26%23%22%24%23%earned

2923946715413142141922184413192772p extra on each £1
10%19%17%12%8%14%11%21%13%14%12%9%19%16%10%13%earned

134351861516657661127883p extra on each £1
4%3%7%3%3%5%6%3%5%5%3%3%5%3%4%4%earned

2314533321212423254p extra on each £1
1%3%2%1%2%1%1%1%1%1%*1%2%2%2%1%earned

15115648142218209161810217211765p extra on each £1
5%9%10%9%8%8%7%10%9%11%10%6%9%9%11%9%earned

42281051377532921863More than 5p extra on
1%2%5%2%3%4%3%3%5%2%1%5%1%2%5%3%each £1 earned (6)

3196550313335251472921221525257Don't know
11%8%12%9%17%12%13%12%13%5%16%11%10%18%14%13%

1.011.551.921.271.411.531.391.571.571.511.311.311.491.531.681.48Mean

1.501.621.881.641.721.811.671.781.941.741.681.751.621.721.941.75Standard deviation
0.100.150.090.070.140.110.110.130.200.150.140.130.120.200.150.04Standard error
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Health Policy Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 31st March - 1st April 2015

Absolutes/col percents

Table 2
Q.2 Currently, income tax in the UK is between 20p (for those earning £10,000-£41,865) and 45p (for those earning £150,000 or above)
for each £1 earned. How much extra, if anything, would you personally be willing to pay in income tax for every £1 you earn each month,
to go directly to the NHS?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Statements
It is unfairLocal decision

that provisionmakers are
There should beof healthcarebetter placed

universalIt is rightservicesto make
criteria forthat prioritiescurrentlydecisions about

who is eligiblefor spending onvariesthe provision
for specifichealthcare aredepending onof care in
healthcaredifferent inwhere you live,their area than
servicesdifferent areasrather than onnational policy

through the NHSof the countrymedical needmakers

2057205720572057Unweighted base

2057205720572057Weighted base

162076417231408NET: Agree
79%37%84%68%

8562141068474Strongly agree (4)
42%10%52%23%

764550655934Tend to agree (3)
37%27%32%45%

147516121286Tend to disagree (2)
7%25%6%14%

565024485Strongly disagree (1)
3%24%2%4%

2021018165371NET: Disagree
10%49%8%18%

235275169278Don't know
11%13%8%14%

3.332.273.463.01Mean

0.751.000.720.79Standard deviation
0.020.020.020.02Standard error
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ONLINE Fieldwork: 31st March - 1st April 2015

Absolutes/col percents

Table 3
Q.3 To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about access to healthcare services?
Summary Table
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

87325945432365063048032234130536924010829752057Unweighted base

892260489448570550448305367346346244104910082057Weighted base

5991693213073963853302252532252261507047041408NET: Agree
67%65%66%68%69%70%74%74%69%65%65%61%67%70%68%

206561121111191321147680808241234240474Strongly agree (4)
23%21%23%25%21%24%25%25%22%23%24%17%22%24%23%

393114208196277253216149172144144109471464934Tend to agree (3)
44%44%43%44%49%46%48%49%47%42%42%45%45%46%45%

1193668567487654053444341136149286Tend to disagree (2)
13%14%14%13%13%16%14%13%15%13%12%17%13%15%14%

29181518272532151017101345185Strongly disagree (1)
3%7%3%4%5%5%7%5%3%5%3%1%3%5%4%

148548374101112975563615343171200371NET: Disagree
17%21%17%17%18%20%22%18%17%18%15%17%16%20%18%

1463685687353212651616752174104278Don't know
16%14%17%15%13%10%5%8%14%18%19%21%17%10%14%

3.042.933.033.052.982.992.963.023.023.013.072.983.032.993.01Mean

0.770.860.770.790.780.800.850.790.740.820.770.680.760.810.79Standard deviation
0.030.060.040.050.030.030.040.050.040.050.040.050.030.030.02Standard error
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Health Policy Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 31st March - 1st April 2015

Absolutes/col percents

Table 4
Q.3 To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about access to healthcare services?
Local decision makers are better placed to make decisions about the provision of care in their area than national policy makers
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Voting IntentionRegion
York-

shire &
Hum-

East-East Mid-West Mid-ber-Scot-
UKIPLibDemLabConSouth WestSouth EastLondonernWaleslandslandssideNorth WestNorth EastlandTotal

276127531581186300250198112143183200210861892057Unweighted base

288124541562185288267206103144185185226821852057Weighted base

212813584131212021641476695133130153631341408NET: Agree
74%66%66%74%65%70%61%71%64%66%72%70%68%77%72%68%

78161331303171573518324044672256474Strongly agree (4)
27%13%25%23%17%25%21%17%18%22%22%24%30%27%30%23%

134652252839013110711248639386854178934Tend to agree (3)
46%52%42%50%49%46%40%55%47%44%50%46%38%50%42%45%

29239877243253291626212234722286Tend to disagree (2)
10%19%18%14%13%11%20%14%15%18%12%12%15%9%12%14%

20421217171411844634785Strongly disagree (1)
7%4%4%4%4%6%5%5%7%3%2%3%1%4%4%4%

4928119983149673923302628371130371NET: Disagree
17%22%22%17%17%17%25%19%22%21%14%15%16%14%16%18%

27156450333737191419262737821278Don't know
9%12%12%9%18%13%14%9%13%13%14%15%16%9%12%14%

3.042.862.993.022.963.022.902.922.862.983.063.063.153.103.123.01Mean

0.850.710.810.750.740.830.840.750.840.780.710.760.760.770.810.79Standard deviation
0.050.070.040.030.060.050.060.060.090.070.060.060.060.090.060.02Standard error
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Health Policy Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 31st March - 1st April 2015

Absolutes/col percents

Table 4
Q.3 To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about access to healthcare services?
Local decision makers are better placed to make decisions about the provision of care in their area than national policy makers
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

87325945432365063048032234130536924010829752057Unweighted base

892260489448570550448305367346346244104910082057Weighted base

7132234043644894664002633152842731888908331723NET: Agree
80%86%83%81%86%85%89%86%86%82%79%77%85%83%84%

417137258232301277261173197185160925804891068Strongly agree (4)
47%53%53%52%53%50%58%57%54%53%46%38%55%48%52%

29686146131188189139891189911396310345655Tend to agree (3)
33%33%30%29%33%34%31%29%32%29%33%39%30%34%32%

6213213229392717172124164774121Tend to disagree (2)
7%5%4%7%5%7%6%5%5%6%7%6%4%7%6%

2061169189106864182644Strongly disagree (1)
2%2%2%1%2%3%2%3%2%2%2%2%2%3%2%

82193238385837272329302065100165NET: Disagree
9%7%6%8%7%10%8%9%6%8%9%8%6%10%8%

9718534743261116293343369475169Don't know
11%7%11%10%8%5%3%5%8%10%13%15%9%7%8%

3.403.463.493.473.483.383.493.473.493.473.413.333.523.393.46Mean

0.740.710.710.710.680.770.710.760.680.730.720.700.680.750.72Standard deviation
0.030.050.030.040.030.030.030.040.040.040.040.050.020.020.02Standard error
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Health Policy Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 31st March - 1st April 2015

Absolutes/col percents

Table 5
Q.3 To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about access to healthcare services?
It is unfair that provision of healthcare services currently varies depending on where you live, rather than on medical need
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Voting IntentionRegion
York-

shire &
Hum-

East-East Mid-West Mid-ber-Scot-
UKIPLibDemLabConSouth WestSouth EastLondonernWaleslandslandssideNorth WestNorth EastlandTotal

276127531581186300250198112143183200210861892057Unweighted base

288124541562185288267206103144185185226821852057Weighted base

25611045546815723921518093125149158189691491723NET: Agree
89%88%84%83%85%83%80%87%91%87%81%86%83%84%80%84%

167643002771001551401095774879111745911068Strongly agree (4)
58%52%55%49%54%54%52%53%56%51%47%49%52%55%49%52%

89451551915784747136516267712457655Tend to agree (3)
31%37%29%34%31%29%28%34%35%35%34%36%31%29%31%32%

1573836419241135121711311121Tend to disagree (2)
5%6%7%6%2%7%9%6%3%3%6%9%5%3%6%6%

518215591154244444Strongly disagree (1)
2%1%1%4%3%2%3%1%1%3%2%1%2%4%2%2%

2084557925331359161915615165NET: Disagree
7%6%8%10%5%9%12%6%4%6%9%10%7%8%8%8%

11741371924201351020823721169Don't know
4%5%7%7%10%8%7%6%5%7%11%4%10%8%12%8%

3.513.473.493.383.523.473.403.493.533.453.413.403.483.473.443.46Mean

0.680.650.700.780.700.720.810.640.630.720.730.700.690.780.720.72Standard deviation
0.040.060.030.030.050.040.050.050.060.060.060.050.050.090.060.02Standard error
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Health Policy Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 31st March - 1st April 2015

Absolutes/col percents

Table 5
Q.3 To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about access to healthcare services?
It is unfair that provision of healthcare services currently varies depending on where you live, rather than on medical need
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

87325945432365063048032234130536924010829752057Unweighted base

892260489448570550448305367346346244104910082057Weighted base

37610414216221324814293122138165104355409764NET: Agree
42%40%29%36%37%45%32%30%33%40%48%43%34%41%37%

954039407065382424494831105109214Strongly agree (4)
11%15%8%9%12%12%8%8%6%14%14%13%10%11%10%

2816410312214218310469988911873250300550Tend to agree (3)
31%25%21%27%25%33%23%23%27%26%34%30%24%30%27%

178621141121471421418684647665274242516Tend to disagree (2)
20%24%23%25%26%26%31%28%23%18%22%27%26%24%25%

205501459514112114196103835029260242502Strongly disagree (1)
23%19%30%21%25%22%32%31%28%24%14%12%25%24%24%

383113260208288263282182187147126945344841018NET: Disagree
43%43%53%46%51%48%63%59%51%42%36%38%51%48%49%

1334388797040243158615546160116275Don't know
15%17%18%18%12%7%5%10%16%18%16%19%15%11%13%

2.352.432.092.292.282.382.092.082.142.372.562.542.222.312.27Mean

1.011.041.000.971.020.980.960.970.971.080.960.931.001.001.00Standard deviation
0.040.070.050.060.040.040.050.060.060.070.050.070.030.030.02Standard error
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Health Policy Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 31st March - 1st April 2015

Absolutes/col percents

Table 6
Q.3 To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about access to healthcare services?
It is right that priorities for spending on healthcare are different in different areas of the country
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Voting IntentionRegion
York-

shire &
Hum-

East-East Mid-West Mid-ber-Scot-
UKIPLibDemLabConSouth WestSouth EastLondonernWaleslandslandssideNorth WestNorth EastlandTotal

276127531581186300250198112143183200210861892057Unweighted base

288124541562185288267206103144185185226821852057Weighted base

9143203251591221116727467478702782764NET: Agree
32%35%37%45%32%42%42%33%27%32%40%42%31%32%45%37%

311175658313920614201728824214Strongly agree (4)
11%9%14%12%5%11%15%9%5%10%11%9%13%9%13%10%

60331271855091734822335461421958550Tend to agree (3)
21%26%24%33%27%32%27%23%21%23%29%33%19%23%31%27%

72441311353869676128344551621944516Tend to disagree (2)
25%35%24%24%21%24%25%30%27%23%24%27%27%23%24%25%

98271411246265485535403838632633502Strongly disagree (1)
34%22%26%22%33%23%18%26%34%28%20%21%28%31%18%24%

170712722591001341151166374828912545771018NET: Disagree
59%57%50%46%54%47%43%56%61%52%44%48%55%54%41%49%

271066522732412313232918311126275Don't know
9%8%12%9%15%11%16%11%13%16%16%10%14%13%14%13%

2.092.242.292.382.042.342.452.181.982.162.362.342.182.122.462.27Mean

1.040.921.060.990.960.991.010.980.941.020.980.951.041.030.991.00Standard deviation
0.070.080.050.040.080.060.070.070.100.090.080.070.080.120.080.02Standard error
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Health Policy Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 31st March - 1st April 2015

Absolutes/col percents

Table 6
Q.3 To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about access to healthcare services?
It is right that priorities for spending on healthcare are different in different areas of the country
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

87325945432365063048032234130536924010829752057Unweighted base

892260489448570550448305367346346244104910082057Weighted base

6882033553374754534022562912682521518038161620NET: Agree
77%78%73%75%83%82%90%84%79%77%73%62%77%81%79%

35511517719723524723614416014212054423433856Strongly agree (4)
40%44%36%44%41%45%53%47%44%41%35%22%40%43%42%

3338817814023920616511213112613297381383764Tend to agree (3)
37%34%36%31%42%38%37%37%36%36%38%40%36%38%37%

7013452927452018272626307572147Tend to disagree (2)
8%5%9%7%5%8%4%6%7%8%7%12%7%7%7%

21813131317105610915302656Strongly disagree (1)
2%3%3%3%2%3%2%2%2%3%3%6%3%3%3%

91215842406230233336354510598202NET: Disagree
10%8%12%9%7%11%7%7%9%11%10%19%10%10%10%

113357669563517264242604814194235Don't know
13%14%15%15%10%6%4%9%12%12%17%19%13%9%11%

3.313.383.263.373.363.333.463.423.373.313.262.973.323.343.33Mean

0.750.750.780.770.690.770.690.690.720.770.750.860.760.740.75Standard deviation
0.030.050.040.050.030.030.030.040.040.050.040.060.020.020.02Standard error
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Health Policy Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 31st March - 1st April 2015

Absolutes/col percents

Table 7
Q.3 To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about access to healthcare services?
There should be universal criteria for who is eligible for specific healthcare services through the NHS
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Voting IntentionRegion
York-

shire &
Hum-

East-East Mid-West Mid-ber-Scot-
UKIPLibDemLabConSouth WestSouth EastLondonernWaleslandslandssideNorth WestNorth EastlandTotal

276127531581186300250198112143183200210861892057Unweighted base

288124541562185288267206103144185185226821852057Weighted base

24510440848414322921117483115155143169621351620NET: Agree
85%84%75%86%78%80%79%85%81%80%84%77%75%75%73%79%

15553219248771321179743607668803668856Strongly agree (4)
54%42%41%44%42%46%44%47%42%42%41%37%36%44%37%42%

90511892366797947740557974882667764Tend to agree (3)
31%41%35%42%36%34%35%37%39%38%42%40%39%31%36%37%

1710453012262610101281611413147Tend to disagree (2)
6%8%8%5%6%9%10%5%10%8%4%9%5%5%7%7%

7225653431219194656Strongly disagree (1)
2%1%5%1%2%1%1%1%1%1%1%5%8%5%3%3%

2411703616292912111392529819202NET: Disagree
8%9%13%6%9%10%11%6%11%9%5%14%13%10%10%10%

1996242263027199152117281231235Don't know
7%7%12%7%14%10%10%9%8%11%11%9%12%15%17%11%

3.463.343.263.403.353.393.353.443.323.353.403.203.163.333.283.33Mean

0.730.700.840.650.740.710.730.660.720.700.620.820.900.850.780.75Standard deviation
0.050.060.040.030.060.040.050.050.070.060.050.060.070.100.060.02Standard error
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Table 7
Q.3 To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about access to healthcare services?
There should be universal criteria for who is eligible for specific healthcare services through the NHS
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes


