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METHODOLOGY NOTE 

 

ComRes interviewed 2,004 GB adults online between 9th and 11th September 2016. Data were weighted to be demographically 

representative of all GB adults. Data were also weighted by past vote recall. ComRes is a member of the British Polling Council and 

abides by its rules. 

 

To commission a voting intention poll or a public opinion survey please contact Tom Mludzinski: 

tom.mludzinski@comresglobal.com   

To register for Pollwatch, a monthly newsletter update on the polls, please email: pollwatch@comresglobal.com  

tom.mludzinski@comresglobal.com%20%20
mailto:pollwatch@comresglobal.com


Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

79424053538157351543529136233831426498710172004Unweighted base

85727748943753953944928935732934723310289762004Weighted base

16345526187105554126557949151154305NET: Effective
19%16%11%14%16%20%12%14%7%17%23%21%15%16%15%

4810792036526153310363572Very effective     (+2)
6%4%2%2%4%7%1%1%2%5%9%4%4%4%4%

1153545526770503820394639115119233Fairly effective   (+1)
13%13%9%12%12%13%11%13%6%12%13%17%11%12%12%

204601131181251241146895737950218262480Neither effective   (0)
24%22%23%27%23%23%25%24%27%22%23%22%21%27%24%nor ineffective

190791071091441451479088676746248257505Fairly ineffective (-1)
22%29%22%25%27%27%33%31%25%20%19%20%24%26%25%

14543124808878895793594329153216370Very ineffective   (-2)
17%16%25%18%16%14%20%20%26%18%12%13%15%22%18%

33512323218823222323514718112611175402474875NET: Ineffective
39%44%47%43%43%41%52%51%51%38%32%32%39%49%44%

155509270968645335575785825787344Don't know
18%18%19%16%18%16%10%11%15%23%23%25%25%9%17%

-0.38-0.49-0.75-0.54-0.48-0.35-0.65-0.63-0.80-0.45-0.16-0.26-0.48-0.56-0.52Mean

1.181.101.081.061.101.161.001.021.021.181.241.161.111.111.11Standard deviation
0.050.080.050.060.050.060.050.060.060.070.080.080.040.040.03Standard error
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Steel Industry & The Economy Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 9th - 11th September 2016

Absolutes/col percents
Table 1
Q.1 To what extent do you think the government's handling of the British steel industry has been effective or ineffective?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



General Election VoteRegion
Yorkshire

EastWest&NET:
UKIPLib DemLabConSouth WestSouth EastLondonEasternMidlandsMidlandsHumbersideNorth WestNorth EastEnglandWalesScotlandTotal

2901095905341672472542341471691852297617081141822004Unweighted base

2271425456471762802641941481801702308417281021742004Weighted base

212284159235853242333242910276920305NET: Effective
9%16%15%25%13%21%20%13%15%18%14%12%12%16%9%11%15%

3828337820646752661572Very effective     (+2)
1%6%5%5%4%3%8%3%3%3%4%2%3%4%1%3%4%

18145712616503319192717238211815233Fairly effective   (+1)
8%10%10%19%9%18%12%10%13%15%10%10%10%12%8%9%12%

48451151844478534942444548124162935480Neither effective   (0)
21%32%21%28%25%28%20%25%29%24%27%21%15%24%28%20%24%nor ineffective

66391341684767634339445248224262455505Fairly ineffective (-1)
29%27%25%26%27%24%24%22%26%25%31%21%26%25%24%31%25%

7018144352922434118302365283002544370Very ineffective   (-2)
31%13%27%5%16%8%16%21%12%17%14%28%34%17%25%25%18%

13557279203769010784577575113517274999875NET: Ineffective
60%40%51%31%43%32%40%43%38%41%44%49%60%42%48%57%44%

2318671013355523626292641113081520344Don't know
10%13%12%16%19%20%20%19%18%16%15%18%13%18%15%12%17%

-0.88-0.36-0.65-0.09-0.52-0.21-0.36-0.60-0.40-0.43-0.46-0.76-0.91-0.48-0.74-0.77-0.52Mean

1.031.071.191.021.091.001.231.101.031.121.051.141.131.121.021.071.11Standard deviation
0.060.110.050.050.090.070.090.080.090.090.080.080.140.030.100.090.03Standard error
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Steel Industry & The Economy Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 9th - 11th September 2016

Absolutes/col percents
Table 1
Q.1 To what extent do you think the government's handling of the British steel industry has been effective or ineffective?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

79424053538157351543529136233831426498710172004Unweighted base

85727748943753953944928935732934723310289762004Weighted base

447144275254298289314178208155166935225941116If buyers cannot be
52%52%56%58%55%54%70%62%58%47%48%40%51%61%56%found, the Government

should use public money
to take a stake in the
steel plants so that
they can remain open

213738284124148776270748372203234437If buyers cannot be
25%26%17%19%23%27%17%21%19%23%24%31%20%24%22%found, the Government

should not spend public
money on the steel
plants

1976013299117103584979999868303149452Don't know
23%22%27%23%22%19%13%17%22%30%28%29%29%15%23%
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Steel Industry & The Economy Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 9th - 11th September 2016

Absolutes/col percents
Table 2
Q.2 As you may know, last year Tata Steel announced that it was looking to sell its steel factories in the UK. One year on, some of
Tata Steel's plants have not yet been sold. Which of the following comes closest to your opinion about what should happen about the steel plants?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



General Election VoteRegion
Yorkshire

EastWest&NET:
UKIPLib DemLabConSouth WestSouth EastLondonEasternMidlandsMidlandsHumbersideNorth WestNorth EastEnglandWalesScotlandTotal

2901095905341672472542341471691852297617081141822004Unweighted base

2271425456471762802641941481801702308417281021742004Weighted base

1468133735197134145104939910113152955601011116If buyers cannot be
64%57%62%54%55%48%55%53%63%55%59%57%62%55%58%58%56%found, the Government

should use public money
to take a stake in the
steel plants so that
they can remain open

41351001704273604124393546213812530437If buyers cannot be
18%25%18%26%24%26%23%21%16%22%21%20%25%22%25%17%22%found, the Government

should not spend public
money on the steel
plants

40261071253873595031423454113911743452Don't know
17%18%20%19%21%26%22%25%21%23%20%23%13%23%17%24%23%
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Steel Industry & The Economy Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 9th - 11th September 2016

Absolutes/col percents
Table 2
Q.2 As you may know, last year Tata Steel announced that it was looking to sell its steel factories in the UK. One year on, some of
Tata Steel's plants have not yet been sold. Which of the following comes closest to your opinion about what should happen about the steel plants?
Base: All respondents
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Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

79424053538157351543529136233831426498710172004Unweighted base

85727748943753953944928935732934723310289762004Weighted base

5942153563373874043792422732302271327247591484The government should
69%78%73%77%72%75%84%84%77%70%65%57%70%78%74%do all that it can to

ensure publicly-funded
construction contracts
support the UK steel
industry

1173036397271351936424443110108218The government should
14%11%7%9%13%13%8%7%10%13%13%18%11%11%11%import steel from other

countries to seek the
lowest price,
regardless of country
of origin

1463297618064352848587657194108302Don't know
17%12%20%14%15%12%8%10%13%18%22%25%19%11%15%
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Steel Industry & The Economy Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 9th - 11th September 2016

Absolutes/col percents
Table 3
Q.3 Some have argued that the government should ensure greater use of steel manufactured in the UK within publicly-funded construction
contracts (e.g. railways and roads) to support the steel industry. However, others have argued that the government should instead import
steel from other countries, such as China, because it is cheaper. Which of the following statements is closest to your opinion?
Base: All respondents
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General Election VoteRegion
Yorkshire

EastWest&NET:
UKIPLib DemLabConSouth WestSouth EastLondonEasternMidlandsMidlandsHumbersideNorth WestNorth EastEnglandWalesScotlandTotal

2901095905341672472542341471691852297617081141822004Unweighted base

2271425456471762802641941481801702308417281021742004Weighted base

187111415487127195187136118142127165671266801381484The government should
82%78%76%75%72%70%71%70%80%79%75%72%80%73%78%79%74%do all that it can to

ensure publicly-funded
construction contracts
support the UK steel
industry

13145983223038231211162791881416218The government should
6%10%11%13%12%11%15%12%8%6%9%12%10%11%14%9%11%import steel from other

countries to seek the
lowest price,
regardless of country
of origin

2718717728543935172727398274920302Don't know
12%12%13%12%16%19%15%18%12%15%16%17%10%16%8%12%15%
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Steel Industry & The Economy Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 9th - 11th September 2016

Absolutes/col percents
Table 3
Q.3 Some have argued that the government should ensure greater use of steel manufactured in the UK within publicly-funded construction
contracts (e.g. railways and roads) to support the steel industry. However, others have argued that the government should instead import
steel from other countries, such as China, because it is cheaper. Which of the following statements is closest to your opinion?
Base: All respondents
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