
 
 

Coalition for Marriage – November 2016 
 

METHODOLOGY NOTE 

 

ComRes interviewed 2000 GB adults aged 18+ between 4th and 6th November 2016. Data were weighted by age, gender, region and 

socio-economic grade to be representative of all GB adults. ComRes is a member of the British Polling Council and abides by its 

rules.  

 

All press releases or other publications must be checked with ComRes before use.  ComRes requires 48 hours to check a press 

release unless otherwise agreed. 

 

To commission a voting intention poll or a public opinion survey please contact Tom Mludzinski: tom.mludzinski@comres.co.uk   

To register for Pollwatch, a monthly newsletter update on the polls, please email: pollwatch@comres.co.uk 

 



Situations
A printingA t-shirtAnAn atheist web

company run bycompany ownedA bakery run byenvironmentalisdesigner who
A bakery run byRoman Catholicsby lesbians whoChristianst marketingrefuses to

Christianswhich declinesdecline towhich refusesA Muslim filmconsultant whodesign aA Muslim
which refusesan order toprint T-shirtsto take ancompany whichrefuses to workwebsiteprinter who
to bake a cakeproduce advertswith a messageorder to make arefuses tofor a companypromoting therefuses to
with the wordscalling fordescribing gaycakeproduce athat wants toview that Godprint cartoons
'support gayabortion to bemarriage as ancelebratingpornographicstart frackingmade the worldof the Prophet

marriage' on itlegalisedabominationSatanismfilmin your regionin 6 daysMohammed

20002000200020002000200020002000Unweighted base

20002000200020002000200020002000Weighted base

330300251217148176200213Should be grounds for
16%15%13%11%7%9%10%11%taking to court

13021261135813901503139113951360Should not be grounds
65%63%68%70%75%70%70%68%for taking to court

368440391393348433405427Don't know
18%22%20%20%17%22%20%21%
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Freedom of Speech Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 4th-6th November 2016

Absolutes/col percents
Table 1
Q.1 We would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty. In each of the following situations, please tell
me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not?
Summary
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

78628047530159962548929636434431519210489522000Unweighted base

83629648843653853844828835632834623210269742000Weighted base

88384652575841313729492782130213Should be grounds for
11%13%9%12%11%11%9%11%10%9%14%12%8%13%11%taking to court

5551963272803553973392082502311931396517081360Should not be grounds
66%66%67%64%66%74%76%72%70%70%56%60%64%73%68%for taking to court

19361114104126836850696910467292135427Don't know
23%21%23%24%23%15%15%17%19%21%30%29%28%14%21%
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Freedom of Speech Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 4th-6th November 2016

Absolutes/col percents
Table 2
Q.1 We would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty. In each of the following situations, please tell
me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not?
A Muslim printer who refuses to print cartoons of the Prophet Mohammed
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



To which of the following religious groups do you consider yourself to
be a member of?Region

York-
EastWestshire &

Budd-NET:Chris-SouthSouthMidlandMidlandHumber-NorthNorthNET:Scotlan
NoneOtherhistSikhJewishHinduMuslimOthertianWestEastLondonEasternsssideWestEastEnglandWalesdTotal

825391349133711510181842772442111301651962138917091101812000Unweighted base

835401389114012210011762802641941481801702308417241021742000Weighted base

965--112910214312827921142681791222213Should be grounds for
11%13%--10%12%4%8%10%8%11%11%14%6%12%9%11%10%10%11%13%11%taking to court

54029125663493705130187171129106122114161611181681111360Should not be grounds
65%73%95%59%67%56%84%76%70%74%67%65%67%72%68%67%70%73%69%66%64%68%for taking to court

199513245201953261643833374143143642341427Don't know
24%13%5%41%22%32%12%16%19%18%22%24%19%22%21%24%19%17%21%22%24%21%
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Freedom of Speech Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 4th-6th November 2016

Absolutes/col percents
Table 2
Q.1 We would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty. In each of the following situations, please tell
me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not?
A Muslim printer who refuses to print cartoons of the Prophet Mohammed
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

78628047530159962548929636434431519210489522000Unweighted base

83629648843653853844828835632834623210269742000Weighted base

91384341437234163131592991109200Should be grounds for
11%13%9%9%8%13%8%5%9%9%17%13%9%11%10%taking to court

5682003293073703883462202612282011386587361395Should not be grounds
68%68%68%70%69%72%77%76%73%69%58%60%64%76%70%for taking to court

177571158812478685364708665277129405Don't know
21%19%24%20%23%14%15%18%18%21%25%28%27%13%20%
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Freedom of Speech Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 4th-6th November 2016

Absolutes/col percents
Table 3
Q.1 We would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty. In each of the following situations, please tell
me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not?
An atheist web designer who refuses to design a website promoting the view that God made the world in 6 days
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



To which of the following religious groups do you consider yourself to
be a member of?Region

York-
EastWestshire &

Budd-NET:Chris-SouthSouthMidlandMidlandHumber-NorthNorthNET:Scotlan
NoneOtherhistSikhJewishHinduMuslimOthertianWestEastLondonEasternsssideWestEastEnglandWalesdTotal

825391349133711510181842772442111301651962138917091101812000Unweighted base

835401389114012210011762802641941481801702308417241021742000Weighted base

877--237198992927201117203061701119200Should be grounds for
10%18%--18%28%18%16%9%5%10%10%10%8%9%12%13%8%10%11%11%10%taking to court

56827125652378728139196174136104125109159671209701151395Should not be grounds
68%69%90%59%73%44%56%64%73%79%70%66%70%70%70%64%69%80%70%69%66%70%for taking to court

1805131311241852855633832384141113452139405Don't know
22%13%10%41%9%28%26%20%18%16%20%24%19%22%21%24%18%13%20%20%23%20%
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Freedom of Speech Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 4th-6th November 2016

Absolutes/col percents
Table 3
Q.1 We would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty. In each of the following situations, please tell
me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not?
An atheist web designer who refuses to design a website promoting the view that God made the world in 6 days
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

78628047530159962548929636434431519210489522000Unweighted base

83629648843653853844828835632834623210269742000Weighted base

84373755374729252129472462114176Should be grounds for
10%13%8%13%7%9%7%9%6%9%14%10%6%12%9%taking to court

5532033232903714073422182482252091486627291391Should not be grounds
66%69%66%67%69%76%76%76%70%69%60%64%65%75%70%for taking to court

199551289113184774587749060301131433Don't know
24%19%26%21%24%16%17%16%24%23%26%26%29%13%22%
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Freedom of Speech Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 4th-6th November 2016

Absolutes/col percents
Table 4
Q.1 We would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty. In each of the following situations, please tell
me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not?
An environmentalist marketing consultant who refuses to work for a company that wants to start fracking in your region
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



To which of the following religious groups do you consider yourself to
be a member of?Region

York-
EastWestshire &

Budd-NET:Chris-SouthSouthMidlandMidlandHumber-NorthNorthNET:Scotlan
NoneOtherhistSikhJewishHinduMuslimOthertianWestEastLondonEasternsssideWestEastEnglandWalesdTotal

825391349133711510181842772442111301651962138917091101812000Unweighted base

835401389114012210011762802641941481801702308417241021742000Weighted base

624-31-11199010203313715212361491017176Should be grounds for
7%10%-41%10%-27%16%9%6%7%12%7%5%9%13%10%8%9%10%10%9%taking to court

57931135772285706129199158142106125111163671200721191391Should not be grounds
69%78%95%59%81%65%55%70%71%73%71%60%73%72%69%66%71%80%70%71%68%70%for taking to court

19551-147172053860733934403744103752038433Don't know
23%12%5%-9%35%18%14%20%21%22%28%20%23%22%22%19%12%22%19%22%22%
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Freedom of Speech Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 4th-6th November 2016

Absolutes/col percents
Table 4
Q.1 We would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty. In each of the following situations, please tell
me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not?
An environmentalist marketing consultant who refuses to work for a company that wants to start fracking in your region
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

78628047530159962548929636434431519210489522000Unweighted base

83629648843653853844828835632834623210269742000Weighted base

7729323536441619202742245197148Should be grounds for
9%10%7%8%7%8%4%7%5%8%12%10%5%10%7%taking to court

6012163603273964203802302712412251567427621503Should not be grounds
72%73%74%75%74%78%85%80%76%73%65%67%72%78%75%for taking to court

15851967310673523966608052233116348Don't know
19%17%20%17%20%14%12%13%18%18%23%22%23%12%17%
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Freedom of Speech Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 4th-6th November 2016

Absolutes/col percents
Table 5
Q.1 We would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty. In each of the following situations, please tell
me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not?
A Muslim film company which refuses to produce a pornographic film
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



To which of the following religious groups do you consider yourself to
be a member of?Region

York-
EastWestshire &

Budd-NET:Chris-SouthSouthMidlandMidlandHumber-NorthNorthNET:Scotlan
NoneOtherhistSikhJewishHinduMuslimOthertianWestEastLondonEasternsssideWestEastEnglandWalesdTotal

825391349133711510181842772442111301651962138917091101812000Unweighted base

835401389114012210011762802641941481801702308417241021742000Weighted base

624--11410703242616513141310124817148Should be grounds for
7%9%--10%9%10%8%7%2%8%10%8%3%7%8%6%12%7%8%10%7%taking to court

60332138663398781145205183148116141127180671312741171503Should not be grounds
72%81%95%100%73%56%81%81%78%83%73%69%77%78%79%75%78%79%76%72%68%75%for taking to court

17141-14414150275155292726293772882140348Don't know
20%10%5%-17%35%9%11%15%15%18%21%15%18%14%17%16%9%17%20%23%17%
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Freedom of Speech Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 4th-6th November 2016

Absolutes/col percents
Table 5
Q.1 We would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty. In each of the following situations, please tell
me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not?
A Muslim film company which refuses to produce a pornographic film
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

78628047530159962548929636434431519210489522000Unweighted base

83629648843653853844828835632834623210269742000Weighted base

92485640517125153831723693124217Should be grounds for
11%16%11%9%9%13%6%5%11%9%21%15%9%13%11%taking to court

5661943263083693873612282542321841326727181390Should not be grounds
68%66%67%71%69%72%81%79%71%71%53%57%66%74%70%for taking to court

178541078811880624664669164261133393Don't know
21%18%22%20%22%15%14%16%18%20%26%28%25%14%20%

Page 10

Freedom of Speech Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 4th-6th November 2016

Absolutes/col percents
Table 6
Q.1 We would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty. In each of the following situations, please tell
me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not?
A bakery run by Christians which refuses to take an order to make a cake celebrating Satanism
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



To which of the following religious groups do you consider yourself to
be a member of?Region

York-
EastWestshire &

Budd-NET:Chris-SouthSouthMidlandMidlandHumber-NorthNorthNET:Scotlan
NoneOtherhistSikhJewishHinduMuslimOthertianWestEastLondonEasternsssideWestEastEnglandWalesdTotal

825391349133711510181842772442111301651962138917091101812000Unweighted base

835401389114012210011762802641941481801702308417241021742000Weighted base

1106-1-28188418333223111915229183925217Should be grounds for
13%16%-15%-20%20%15%8%10%12%12%12%7%11%9%10%10%11%9%14%11%taking to court

5382812785258574612919817013396125121167631203721151390Should not be grounds
64%71%90%85%91%45%61%70%75%73%71%64%69%65%70%71%73%75%70%71%66%70%for taking to court

18751-148191712949623741353341123392034393Don't know
22%13%10%-9%35%19%16%17%17%17%23%19%28%19%19%18%14%20%20%19%20%
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Freedom of Speech Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 4th-6th November 2016

Absolutes/col percents
Table 6
Q.1 We would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty. In each of the following situations, please tell
me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not?
A bakery run by Christians which refuses to take an order to make a cake celebrating Satanism
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

78628047530159962548929636434431519210489522000Unweighted base

83629648843653853844828835632834623210269742000Weighted base

1103662576765544038345035101150251Should be grounds for
13%12%13%13%12%12%12%14%11%10%14%15%10%15%13%taking to court

5542043072923564033242082462332071396656931358Should not be grounds
66%69%63%67%66%75%72%72%69%71%60%60%65%71%68%for taking to court

172551198811569694172619058260131391Don't know
21%19%24%20%21%13%15%14%20%19%26%25%25%13%20%
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Freedom of Speech Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 4th-6th November 2016

Absolutes/col percents
Table 7
Q.1 We would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty. In each of the following situations, please tell
me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not?
A t-shirt company owned by lesbians who decline to print T-shirts with a message describing gay marriage as an abomination
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



To which of the following religious groups do you consider yourself to
be a member of?Region

York-
EastWestshire &

Budd-NET:Chris-SouthSouthMidlandMidlandHumber-NorthNorthNET:Scotlan
NoneOtherhistSikhJewishHinduMuslimOthertianWestEastLondonEasternsssideWestEastEnglandWalesdTotal

825391349133711510181842772442111301651962138917091101812000Unweighted base

835401389114012210011762802641941481801702308417241021742000Weighted base

916111*717135222837291217273182101327251Should be grounds for
11%16%5%15%10%4%18%14%14%13%10%14%15%8%9%16%13%9%12%13%16%13%taking to court

57430124782181683128196160127104125112165641180671111358Should not be grounds
69%75%90%44%81%68%52%67%68%73%70%61%65%70%69%66%72%77%68%66%64%68%for taking to court

1704131312241832656673932383134123352235391Don't know
20%10%5%41%9%28%30%20%18%15%20%25%20%22%21%18%15%14%19%21%20%20%
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Freedom of Speech Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 4th-6th November 2016

Absolutes/col percents
Table 7
Q.1 We would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty. In each of the following situations, please tell
me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not?
A t-shirt company owned by lesbians who decline to print T-shirts with a message describing gay marriage as an abomination
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

78628047530159962548929636434431519210489522000Unweighted base

83629648843653853844828835632834623210269742000Weighted base

1275569617496533245357658133166300Should be grounds for
15%18%14%14%14%18%12%11%13%11%22%25%13%17%15%taking to court

5171803032573353653222052382151721095996611261Should not be grounds
62%61%62%59%62%68%72%71%67%65%50%47%58%68%63%for taking to court

1926111511912977735174799865293146440Don't know
23%21%24%27%24%14%16%18%21%24%28%28%29%15%22%
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Freedom of Speech Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 4th-6th November 2016

Absolutes/col percents
Table 8
Q.1 We would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty. In each of the following situations, please tell
me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not?
A printing company run by Roman Catholics which declines an order to produce adverts calling for abortion to be legalised
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



To which of the following religious groups do you consider yourself to
be a member of?Region

York-
EastWestshire &

Budd-NET:Chris-SouthSouthMidlandMidlandHumber-NorthNorthNET:Scotlan
NoneOtherhistSikhJewishHinduMuslimOthertianWestEastLondonEasternsssideWestEastEnglandWalesdTotal

825391349133711510181842772442111301651962138917091101812000Unweighted base

835401389114012210011762802641941481801702308417241021742000Weighted base

1505111213231212141482512312836102521334300Should be grounds for
18%13%5%15%10%16%31%19%12%12%15%18%13%8%17%17%16%12%15%13%19%15%taking to court

475291246423786871231741511349910710214960109867961261Should not be grounds
57%73%90%44%67%38%57%64%69%70%62%57%69%67%59%60%65%72%64%65%55%63%for taking to court

210513255211933365643537423945143742244440Don't know
25%13%5%41%22%46%12%18%19%19%23%24%18%25%23%23%20%17%22%22%25%22%
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Freedom of Speech Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 4th-6th November 2016

Absolutes/col percents
Table 8
Q.1 We would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty. In each of the following situations, please tell
me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not?
A printing company run by Roman Catholics which declines an order to produce adverts calling for abortion to be legalised
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

78628047530159962548929636434431519210489522000Unweighted base

83629648843653853844828835632834623210269742000Weighted base

13767756090104453047508772162167330Should be grounds for
16%23%15%14%17%19%10%10%13%15%25%31%16%17%16%taking to court

530182308300333361350220242216177976116911302Should not be grounds
63%61%63%69%62%67%78%76%68%66%51%42%60%71%65%for taking to court

169471057511573533968628263252116368Don't know
20%16%22%17%21%13%12%14%19%19%24%27%25%12%18%
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Freedom of Speech Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 4th-6th November 2016

Absolutes/col percents
Table 9
Q.1 We would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty. In each of the following situations, please tell
me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not?
A bakery run by Christians which refuses to bake a cake with the words ‘support gay marriage’ on it
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



To which of the following religious groups do you consider yourself to
be a member of?Region

York-
EastWestshire &

Budd-NET:Chris-SouthSouthMidlandMidlandHumber-NorthNorthNET:Scotlan
NoneOtherhistSikhJewishHinduMuslimOthertianWestEastLondonEasternsssideWestEastEnglandWalesdTotal

825391349133711510181842772442111301651962138917091101812000Unweighted base

835401389114012210011762802641941481801702308417241021742000Weighted base

194713149241083250393313282537102691645330Should be grounds for
23%18%5%36%8%32%22%20%11%18%18%15%17%9%16%15%16%12%16%16%26%16%taking to court

4652812575248173411917616212710211411515863113766991302Should not be grounds
56%71%90%64%83%40%59%67%73%68%63%62%66%69%64%68%69%75%66%65%57%65%for taking to court

17641-138171592553623333372935113182030368Don't know
21%11%5%-9%28%19%14%16%14%19%24%17%22%21%17%15%13%18%19%17%18%

Page 17

Freedom of Speech Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 4th-6th November 2016

Absolutes/col percents
Table 9
Q.1 We would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty. In each of the following situations, please tell
me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not?
A bakery run by Christians which refuses to bake a cake with the words ‘support gay marriage’ on it
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes


