
 
 

 

Christian Institute 

 

METHODOLOGY NOTE 

 

ComRes interviewed 1,000 adults in Northern Ireland by telephone between the 10th and 15th March 2015. Data were weighted to 

be nationally representative of all adults in Northern Ireland aged 18+. ComRes is a member of the British Polling Council and 

abides by its rules. All press releases or other publications must be checked with ComRes before use.  ComRes requires 48 hours 

to check a press release unless otherwise agreed. 

To commission a voting intention poll or a public opinion survey please contact Katharine Peacock: 

katharine.peacock@comres.co.uk  

To register for Pollwatch, a monthly newsletter update on the polls, please email: pollwatch@comres.co.uk 



Situations
An

A printingA t-shirtenvironmentalist
company run bycompany owned bymarketingAn atheist web

A bakery run byRoman Catholicslesbians whoconsultant whodesigner who
Christians whichwhich declinesdecline to printA Muslim filmrefuses to workrefuses to
refuses to bakean order toT-shirts with acompany whichfor a companydesign a websiteA Muslim printer
a cake with theproduce advertsmessagerefuses tothat wants topromoting thewho refuses to
words "supportcalling fordescribing gayproduce astart frackingview that Godprint cartoons

gay marriage" onabortion to bemarriage as anpornographicin Northernmade the worldof the Prophet
itlegalisedabominationfilmIrelandin 6 daysMohammed

1000100010001000100010001000Unweighted base

1000100010001000100010001000Weighted base

223226201137196155164Should be grounds for
22%23%20%14%20%15%16%taking to court

765742775837764816793Should not be grounds
77%74%77%84%76%82%79%for taking to court

11312526403043Don't know
1%3%2%3%4%3%4%
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Northern Ireland Poll
CATI Fieldwork: 10th - 15th March 2015

Absolutes/col percents
Table 1
Q.1 I would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty.  In each of the following situations, please
tell me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not...
Summary Table
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



RegionAgeGender
LondonFerm-

Tyrone-derryanaghDownArmaghAntrim65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

991363429397341224162193186149865474531000Unweighted base

9913734293973411911401761841791315104901000Weighted base

131984121623722243029229173164Should be grounds for
13%14%25%14%22%18%19%16%14%17%16%17%18%15%16%taking to court

791132423869270139114145144148103391401793Should not be grounds
80%83%70%81%72%79%73%82%82%79%83%79%77%82%79%for taking to court

74214691547936281643Don't know
7%3%5%5%6%3%8%3%4%5%1%4%5%3%4%
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Northern Ireland Poll
CATI Fieldwork: 10th - 15th March 2015

Absolutes/col percents
Table 2
Q.1 I would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty.  In each of the following situations, please
tell me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not...
A Muslim printer who refuses to print cartoons of the Prophet Mohammed
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Religious groupSocial grade
PreferChurch
not toMeth-of Ire-Prot-Cath-
sayNoneOtherodistlandestantolicDEC2C1ABTotal

257214527822563932461701893581000Unweighted base

247514625752613942311821903601000Weighted base

61422511476146252857164Should be grounds for
24%18%15%18%14%18%15%20%14%15%16%16%taking to court

15581192058207315166155157286793Should not be grounds
63%78%82%79%76%80%80%72%85%83%80%79%for taking to court

3351771819141643Don't know
12%4%3%3%10%3%5%8%1%2%5%4%
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Northern Ireland Poll
CATI Fieldwork: 10th - 15th March 2015

Absolutes/col percents
Table 2
Q.1 I would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty.  In each of the following situations, please
tell me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not...
A Muslim printer who refuses to print cartoons of the Prophet Mohammed
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



RegionAgeGender
LondonFerm-

Tyrone-derryanaghDownArmaghAntrim65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

991363429397341224162193186149865474531000Unweighted base

9913734293973411911401761841791315104901000Weighted base

142044516552825252822288866155Should be grounds for
15%15%12%15%16%16%15%18%14%15%12%21%17%14%15%taking to court

791142924178274153113144151156100403413816Should not be grounds
80%84%86%82%81%80%80%81%82%82%87%77%79%84%82%for taking to court

52173121028423191130Don't know
5%1%2%2%3%4%5%2%4%2%1%2%4%2%3%
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Northern Ireland Poll
CATI Fieldwork: 10th - 15th March 2015

Absolutes/col percents
Table 3
Q.1 I would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty.  In each of the following situations, please
tell me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not...
An atheist web designer who refuses to design a website promoting the view that God made the world in 6 days
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Religious groupSocial grade
PreferChurch
not toMeth-of Ire-Prot-Cath-
sayNoneOtherodistlandestantolicDEC2C1ABTotal

257214527822563932461701893581000Unweighted base

247514625752613942311821903601000Weighted base

792149465937253451155Should be grounds for
30%12%14%17%12%17%15%16%14%18%14%15%taking to court

14631202162209327181155153301816Should not be grounds
61%84%82%83%82%80%83%78%86%80%84%82%for taking to court

235-4791313830Don't know
9%4%4%-6%3%2%6%1%2%2%3%
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Northern Ireland Poll
CATI Fieldwork: 10th - 15th March 2015

Absolutes/col percents
Table 3
Q.1 I would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty.  In each of the following situations, please
tell me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not...
An atheist web designer who refuses to design a website promoting the view that God made the world in 6 days
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



RegionAgeGender
LondonFerm-

Tyrone-derryanaghDownArmaghAntrim65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

991363429397341224162193186149865474531000Unweighted base

9913734293973411911401761841791315104901000Weighted base

1829551256746253929273010888196Should be grounds for
18%22%16%17%26%20%24%18%22%16%15%23%21%18%20%taking to court

75102262296826312911112915114697384380764Should not be grounds
76%75%78%78%71%77%68%80%73%82%82%74%75%78%76%for taking to court

652134111538463182240Don't know
6%3%6%5%4%3%8%2%5%2%4%2%4%5%4%
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Northern Ireland Poll
CATI Fieldwork: 10th - 15th March 2015

Absolutes/col percents
Table 4
Q.1 I would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty.  In each of the following situations, please
tell me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not...
An environmentalist marketing consultant who refuses to work for a company that wants to start fracking in Northern Ireland
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Religious groupSocial grade
PreferChurch
not toMeth-of Ire-Prot-Cath-
sayNoneOtherodistlandestantolicDEC2C1ABTotal

257214527822563932461701893581000Unweighted base

247514625752613942311821903601000Weighted base

3629717538162353459196Should be grounds for
12%8%20%28%22%20%21%27%19%18%16%20%taking to court

19641091853202297149143150293764Should not be grounds
80%86%75%72%71%78%75%64%79%79%81%76%for taking to court

248-56162036840Don't know
9%6%5%-7%2%4%9%2%3%2%4%
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Northern Ireland Poll
CATI Fieldwork: 10th - 15th March 2015

Absolutes/col percents
Table 4
Q.1 I would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty.  In each of the following situations, please
tell me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not...
An environmentalist marketing consultant who refuses to work for a company that wants to start fracking in Northern Ireland
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



RegionAgeGender
LondonFerm-

Tyrone-derryanaghDownArmaghAntrim65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

991363429397341224162193186149865474531000Unweighted base

9913734293973411911401761841791315104901000Weighted base

201473912453918212617177760137Should be grounds for
20%11%20%13%12%13%20%13%12%14%9%13%15%12%14%taking to court

761172624883286144118149153162111417419837Should not be grounds
77%85%77%85%86%84%76%85%85%83%90%85%82%86%84%for taking to court

2516210836513161026Don't know
2%4%3%2%2%3%4%2%3%3%1%2%3%2%3%
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Northern Ireland Poll
CATI Fieldwork: 10th - 15th March 2015

Absolutes/col percents
Table 5
Q.1 I would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty.  In each of the following situations, please
tell me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not...
A Muslim film company which refuses to produce a pornographic film
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Religious groupSocial grade
PreferChurch
not toMeth-of Ire-Prot-Cath-
sayNoneOtherodistlandestantolicDEC2C1ABTotal

257214527822563932461701893581000Unweighted base

247514625752613942311821903601000Weighted base

6420413424843182842137Should be grounds for
26%5%14%14%17%16%12%19%10%15%12%14%taking to court

17701222256213336177162156309837Should not be grounds
74%94%84%86%75%82%85%77%89%82%86%84%for taking to court

-14-66101016926Don't know
-1%2%-8%2%3%4%1%3%2%3%
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Northern Ireland Poll
CATI Fieldwork: 10th - 15th March 2015

Absolutes/col percents
Table 5
Q.1 I would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty.  In each of the following situations, please
tell me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not...
A Muslim film company which refuses to produce a pornographic film
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



RegionAgeGender
LondonFerm-

Tyrone-derryanaghDownArmaghAntrim65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

991363429397341224162193186149865474531000Unweighted base

9913734293973411911401761841791315104901000Weighted base

1730558236741262836403011289201Should be grounds for
17%22%15%20%24%20%22%19%16%20%22%23%22%18%20%taking to court

79104272277026814511014314113799383392775Should not be grounds
80%76%79%77%73%79%76%79%81%77%77%76%75%80%77%for taking to court

33283643672216925Don't know
3%2%5%3%3%2%2%2%3%4%1%1%3%2%2%
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Northern Ireland Poll
CATI Fieldwork: 10th - 15th March 2015

Absolutes/col percents
Table 6
Q.1 I would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty.  In each of the following situations, please
tell me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not...
A t-shirt company owned by lesbians who decline to print T-shirts with a message describing gay marriage as an abomination
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Religious groupSocial grade
PreferChurch
not toMeth-of Ire-Prot-Cath-
sayNoneOtherodistlandestantolicDEC2C1ABTotal

257214527822563932461701893581000Unweighted base

247514625752613942311821903601000Weighted base

21431515567851343577201Should be grounds for
9%19%21%19%20%21%20%22%19%18%22%20%taking to court

19611152157198305170141154275775Should not be grounds
82%81%79%81%75%76%77%74%78%81%77%77%for taking to court

2---47121061725Don't know
9%---5%3%3%4%3%1%2%2%
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Northern Ireland Poll
CATI Fieldwork: 10th - 15th March 2015

Absolutes/col percents
Table 6
Q.1 I would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty.  In each of the following situations, please
tell me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not...
A t-shirt company owned by lesbians who decline to print T-shirts with a message describing gay marriage as an abomination
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



RegionAgeGender
LondonFerm-

Tyrone-derryanaghDownArmaghAntrim65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

991363429397341224162193186149865474531000Unweighted base

9913734293973411911401761841791315104901000Weighted base

23388542282373230413848126101226Should be grounds for
23%28%24%18%23%24%19%23%17%22%21%37%25%21%23%taking to court

7295242296925214510514013713778373369742Should not be grounds
73%70%71%78%72%74%76%75%79%75%77%60%73%75%74%for taking to court

4421057936545112031Don't know
4%3%5%3%5%2%5%2%4%3%2%3%2%4%3%
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Northern Ireland Poll
CATI Fieldwork: 10th - 15th March 2015

Absolutes/col percents
Table 7
Q.1 I would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty.  In each of the following situations, please
tell me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not...
A printing company run by Roman Catholics which declines an order to produce adverts calling for abortion to be legalised
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Religious groupSocial grade
PreferChurch
not toMeth-of Ire-Prot-Cath-
sayNoneOtherodistlandestantolicDEC2C1ABTotal

257214527822563932461701893581000Unweighted base

247514625752613942311821903601000Weighted base

71426621668852415173226Should be grounds for
29%18%18%23%27%25%22%22%23%27%20%23%taking to court

15551152050189298167136133282742Should not be grounds
65%74%79%77%67%72%76%72%75%70%78%74%for taking to court

165-5681256431Don't know
5%8%3%-6%2%2%5%3%3%1%3%
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Northern Ireland Poll
CATI Fieldwork: 10th - 15th March 2015

Absolutes/col percents
Table 7
Q.1 I would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty.  In each of the following situations, please
tell me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not...
A printing company run by Roman Catholics which declines an order to produce adverts calling for abortion to be legalised
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



RegionAgeGender
LondonFerm-

Tyrone-derryanaghDownArmaghAntrim65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

991363429397341224162193186149865474531000Unweighted base

9913734293973411911401761841791315104901000Weighted base

2038858227631243341464913094223Should be grounds for
21%28%23%20%23%22%16%17%19%22%26%37%25%19%22%taking to court

7896252327326115811414013913282373392765Should not be grounds
79%71%74%79%75%77%83%82%79%76%74%63%73%80%77%for taking to court

-2132412341-7411Don't know
-1%3%1%2%1%*1%2%2%1%-1%1%1%
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Northern Ireland Poll
CATI Fieldwork: 10th - 15th March 2015

Absolutes/col percents
Table 8
Q.1 I would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty.  In each of the following situations, please
tell me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not...
A bakery run by Christians which refuses to bake a cake with the words “support gay marriage” on it
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Religious groupSocial grade
PreferChurch
not toMeth-of Ire-Prot-Cath-
sayNoneOtherodistlandestantolicDEC2C1ABTotal

257214527822563932461701893581000Unweighted base

247514625752613942311821903601000Weighted base

418302164910552404877223Should be grounds for
19%24%20%7%21%19%27%22%22%25%21%22%taking to court

19561152457209285175142140278765Should not be grounds
81%75%79%93%75%80%72%76%78%74%77%77%for taking to court

-11-3254-2511Don't know
-1%1%-4%1%1%2%-1%1%1%
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Northern Ireland Poll
CATI Fieldwork: 10th - 15th March 2015

Absolutes/col percents
Table 8
Q.1 I would like to ask for your opinion about the balance between the right to require that someone provides you with goods or services,
and the right of people in business to their own freedom of speech and religious liberty.  In each of the following situations, please
tell me whether they should be considered grounds for taking someone to court, or not...
A bakery run by Christians which refuses to bake a cake with the words “support gay marriage” on it
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Statements
The EqualityThe Equality

Commission forCommission for
It is importantNorthernNorthern

that theIreland isIreland is
Equalityright to takewrong to take

Commission forThe Equalitythe Christian-the Christian-
NorthernCommission forrun 'Ashersrun 'Ashers

Ireland pursueNorthernBaking Company'Baking Company'
'Ashers BakingIreland shouldto court forto court for

Company'not be spendingrefusing torefusing to
through thepublic funds onbake a cakebake a cake

courts in ordertaking 'Asherswith the wordswith the words
to set anBaking Company'"support gay"support gay
exampleto courtmarriage" on itmarriage" on it

1000100010001000Unweighted base

1000100010001000Weighted base

277768266663Agree
28%77%27%66%

706224714308Disagree
71%22%71%31%

1882029Don't know
2%1%2%3%
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Northern Ireland Poll
CATI Fieldwork: 10th - 15th March 2015

Absolutes/col percents
Table 9
Q.2 Do you agree or disagree with each of these statements...
Summary Table
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



RegionAgeGender
LondonFerm-

Tyrone-derryanaghDownArmaghAntrim65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

991363429397341224162193186149865474531000Unweighted base

9913734293973411911401761841791315104901000Weighted base

629023196632291439712411711270323340663Agree
62%66%68%67%66%67%75%69%70%64%62%54%63%69%66%

344598732101424249586354171137308Disagree
34%33%27%30%33%30%22%30%28%32%35%42%34%28%31%

31210112613856161329Don't know
3%1%5%3%1%3%3%1%2%4%3%5%3%3%3%
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Northern Ireland Poll
CATI Fieldwork: 10th - 15th March 2015

Absolutes/col percents
Table 10
Q.2 Do you agree or disagree with each of these statements...
The Equality Commission for Northern Ireland is wrong to take the Christian-run ‘Ashers Baking Company’ to court for refusing to bake a cake with the words “support gay marriage”
on it
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Religious groupSocial grade
PreferChurch
not toMeth-of Ire-Prot-Cath-
sayNoneOtherodistlandestantolicDEC2C1ABTotal

257214527822563932461701893581000Unweighted base

247514625752613942311821903601000Weighted base

1446982153203228151120121244663Agree
58%62%67%84%70%78%58%65%66%64%68%66%

9264621953153695667107308Disagree
37%34%31%9%25%20%39%30%31%35%30%31%

132245131252829Don't know
5%3%1%7%5%2%3%5%3%1%2%3%
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Northern Ireland Poll
CATI Fieldwork: 10th - 15th March 2015

Absolutes/col percents
Table 10
Q.2 Do you agree or disagree with each of these statements...
The Equality Commission for Northern Ireland is wrong to take the Christian-run ‘Ashers Baking Company’ to court for refusing to bake a cake with the words “support gay marriage”
on it
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



RegionAgeGender
LondonFerm-

Tyrone-derryanaghDownArmaghAntrim65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

991363429397341224162193186149865474531000Unweighted base

9913734293973411911401761841791315104901000Weighted base

28398762590323339515656158108266Agree
28%28%25%26%26%26%17%24%22%28%31%43%31%22%27%

7097242126924215510613412412173342372714Disagree
71%71%72%72%72%71%82%76%76%68%68%56%67%76%71%

1115210313822101020Don't know
1%1%3%2%2%3%2%1%2%4%1%1%2%2%2%
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Northern Ireland Poll
CATI Fieldwork: 10th - 15th March 2015

Absolutes/col percents
Table 11
Q.2 Do you agree or disagree with each of these statements...
The Equality Commission for Northern Ireland is right to take the Christian-run ‘Ashers Baking Company’ to court for refusing to bake a cake with the words “support gay marriage”
on it
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Religious groupSocial grade
PreferChurch
not toMeth-of Ire-Prot-Cath-
sayNoneOtherodistlandestantolicDEC2C1ABTotal

257214527822563932461701893581000Unweighted base

247514625752613942311821903601000Weighted base

423394144813564465795266Agree
18%30%26%14%19%18%34%28%26%30%26%27%

20501062158210249159133131258714Disagree
82%66%73%83%77%81%63%69%73%69%72%71%

-3113310822720Don't know
-3%1%3%4%1%3%4%1%1%2%2%
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Northern Ireland Poll
CATI Fieldwork: 10th - 15th March 2015

Absolutes/col percents
Table 11
Q.2 Do you agree or disagree with each of these statements...
The Equality Commission for Northern Ireland is right to take the Christian-run ‘Ashers Baking Company’ to court for refusing to bake a cake with the words “support gay marriage”
on it
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



RegionAgeGender
LondonFerm-

Tyrone-derryanaghDownArmaghAntrim65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

991363429397341224162193186149865474531000Unweighted base

9913734293973411911401761841791315104901000Weighted base

74106302307525315110714413913196381386768Agree
75%77%88%79%78%74%79%77%81%76%73%73%75%79%77%

24294612284373131444635123101224Disagree
24%21%12%21%22%25%20%22%18%24%26%27%24%21%22%

12-2-431212-638Don't know
1%1%-1%-1%1%1%1%1%1%-1%1%1%
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Northern Ireland Poll
CATI Fieldwork: 10th - 15th March 2015

Absolutes/col percents
Table 12
Q.2 Do you agree or disagree with each of these statements...
The Equality Commission for Northern Ireland should not be spending public funds on taking ‘Ashers Baking Company’ to court
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Religious groupSocial grade
PreferChurch
not toMeth-of Ire-Prot-Cath-
sayNoneOtherodistlandestantolicDEC2C1ABTotal

257214527822563932461701893581000Unweighted base

247514625752613942311821903601000Weighted base

19491182462215281173148137280768Agree
79%66%81%93%82%82%71%75%82%72%78%77%

525272144410855325178224Disagree
21%33%19%7%18%17%27%24%18%27%22%22%

-11--2541218Don't know
-1%1%--1%1%2%1%1%*1%
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Northern Ireland Poll
CATI Fieldwork: 10th - 15th March 2015

Absolutes/col percents
Table 12
Q.2 Do you agree or disagree with each of these statements...
The Equality Commission for Northern Ireland should not be spending public funds on taking ‘Ashers Baking Company’ to court
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



RegionAgeGender
LondonFerm-

Tyrone-derryanaghDownArmaghAntrim65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

991363429397341224162193186149865474531000Unweighted base

9913734293973411911401761841791315104901000Weighted base

293497229104352740556654168109277Agree
29%25%27%24%30%30%18%19%23%30%37%41%33%22%28%

68101252166523015011113012611177334372706Disagree
69%74%73%74%68%67%79%79%74%69%62%59%65%76%71%

21-52752622-8918Don't know
2%1%-2%2%2%3%1%4%1%1%-2%2%2%

Page 23

Northern Ireland Poll
CATI Fieldwork: 10th - 15th March 2015

Absolutes/col percents
Table 13
Q.2 Do you agree or disagree with each of these statements...
It is important that the Equality Commission for Northern Ireland pursue ‘Ashers Baking Company’ through the courts in order to set an example
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Religious groupSocial grade
PreferChurch
not toMeth-of Ire-Prot-Cath-
sayNoneOtherodistlandestantolicDEC2C1ABTotal

257214527822563932461701893581000Unweighted base

247514625752613942311821903601000Weighted base

825383155613157556197277Agree
36%33%26%14%20%21%33%24%30%32%27%28%

13491072256200258169126126258706Disagree
56%66%73%86%75%77%65%73%69%66%72%71%

211-456613518Don't know
9%1%1%-5%2%1%2%1%1%1%2%
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Northern Ireland Poll
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 13
Q.2 Do you agree or disagree with each of these statements...
It is important that the Equality Commission for Northern Ireland pursue ‘Ashers Baking Company’ through the courts in order to set an example
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Statements
Equality laws

It is possibleshould be usedIt is more
to have strongto protectimportant toIt is more
laws againstpeople fromFreedom ofprotect peopleimportant to

discriminationdiscriminationspeech includesfrom beingprotect freedom
while alsoand not tobeing able tooffended thanof speech than
protectingforce people tooffend peopleto protectto protect
freedom ofsay somethingwithout beingfreedom ofpeople from

speechthey opposepunishedspeechbeing offended

10001000100010001000Unweighted base

10001000100010001000Weighted base

891901485264731Agree
89%90%49%26%73%

8381479673221Disagree
8%8%48%67%22%

2719366448Don't know
3%2%4%6%5%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 14
Q.3 Do you agree or disagree with the following statements...
Summary Table
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



RegionAgeGender
LondonFerm-

Tyrone-derryanaghDownArmaghAntrim65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

991363429397341224162193186149865474531000Unweighted base

9913734293973411911401761841791315104901000Weighted base

6999242246824813410214314212288359372731Agree
69%73%70%77%70%73%70%73%81%77%68%67%70%76%73%

2531957247538332734494112596221Disagree
25%22%26%20%25%22%20%23%15%19%27%31%25%20%22%

572114181957782252248Don't know
5%5%5%4%4%5%10%3%4%4%5%1%5%5%5%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 15
Q.3 Do you agree or disagree with the following statements...
It is more important to protect freedom of speech than to protect people from being offended
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Religious groupSocial grade
PreferChurch
not toMeth-of Ire-Prot-Cath-
sayNoneOtherodistlandestantolicDEC2C1ABTotal

257214527822563932461701893581000Unweighted base

247514625752613942311821903601000Weighted base

14611071759188284152136132288731Agree
60%82%74%65%79%72%72%66%75%70%80%73%

6929615649266444656221Disagree
25%12%20%24%20%24%23%28%24%24%15%22%

44931918132111648Don't know
15%5%6%11%1%3%5%6%1%6%4%5%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 15
Q.3 Do you agree or disagree with the following statements...
It is more important to protect freedom of speech than to protect people from being offended
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



RegionAgeGender
LondonFerm-

Tyrone-derryanaghDownArmaghAntrim65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

991363429397341224162193186149865474531000Unweighted base

9913734293973411911401761841791315104901000Weighted base

32408762780593046464835143121264Agree
32%29%24%26%28%23%31%21%26%25%27%26%28%25%26%

5790232026823311010211913011993332341673Disagree
58%66%68%69%70%68%57%73%67%71%66%71%65%70%67%

107215228227118123362864Don't know
10%5%7%5%2%8%12%5%7%4%7%2%7%6%6%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 16
Q.3 Do you agree or disagree with the following statements...
It is more important to protect people from being offended than to protect freedom of speech
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Religious groupSocial grade
PreferChurch
not toMeth-of Ire-Prot-Cath-
sayNoneOtherodistlandestantolicDEC2C1ABTotal

257214527822563932461701893581000Unweighted base

247514625752613942311821903601000Weighted base

810264227511887474868264Agree
34%13%18%17%30%29%30%38%26%25%19%26%

10621071949171255121131128274673Disagree
44%83%74%75%64%66%65%52%72%67%76%67%

5312241522234141764Don't know
23%4%9%7%6%6%6%10%2%8%5%6%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 16
Q.3 Do you agree or disagree with the following statements...
It is more important to protect people from being offended than to protect freedom of speech
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



RegionAgeGender
LondonFerm-

Tyrone-derryanaghDownArmaghAntrim65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

991363429397341224162193186149865474531000Unweighted base

9913734293973411911401761841791315104901000Weighted base

45602014547168836292939164253232485Agree
46%44%59%49%49%49%44%44%52%51%51%49%50%47%49%

53701114046159946979888664237242479Disagree
53%51%34%48%48%47%49%50%45%48%48%49%46%49%48%

17283141485323201536Don't know
1%5%7%3%3%4%7%6%3%2%1%2%4%3%4%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 17
Q.3 Do you agree or disagree with the following statements...
Freedom of speech includes being able to offend people without being punished
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Religious groupSocial grade
PreferChurch
not toMeth-of Ire-Prot-Cath-
sayNoneOtherodistlandestantolicDEC2C1ABTotal

257214527822563932461701893581000Unweighted base

247514625752613942311821903601000Weighted base

945711038130183979585195485Agree
38%60%49%38%50%50%46%42%52%45%54%49%

13276215341242041278295152479Disagree
54%36%42%58%46%48%52%55%45%50%42%48%

2313136875101336Don't know
7%4%9%4%4%2%2%3%3%5%4%4%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 17
Q.3 Do you agree or disagree with the following statements...
Freedom of speech includes being able to offend people without being punished
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



RegionAgeGender
LondonFerm-

Tyrone-derryanaghDownArmaghAntrim65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

991363429397341224162193186149865474531000Unweighted base

9913734293973411911401761841791315104901000Weighted base

861222826490311152122163170168126459442901Agree
87%89%83%90%93%91%80%87%92%93%94%97%90%90%90%

131252452229151210104453681Disagree
13%9%14%8%6%7%15%11%7%5%6%3%9%7%8%

-3162792241-71219Don't know
-2%2%2%2%2%5%2%1%2%1%-1%2%2%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 18
Q.3 Do you agree or disagree with the following statements...
Equality laws should be used to protect people from discrimination and not to force people to say something they oppose
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Religious groupSocial grade
PreferChurch
not toMeth-of Ire-Prot-Cath-
sayNoneOtherodistlandestantolicDEC2C1ABTotal

257214527822563932461701893581000Unweighted base

247514625752613942311821903601000Weighted base

19691332266231361192167173338901Agree
80%92%91%86%87%89%92%83%92%91%94%90%

42103723313414151481Disagree
16%2%7%14%9%9%8%15%8%8%4%8%

143-3625-3819Don't know
3%5%2%-4%2%*2%-1%2%2%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 18
Q.3 Do you agree or disagree with the following statements...
Equality laws should be used to protect people from discrimination and not to force people to say something they oppose
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



RegionAgeGender
LondonFerm-

Tyrone-derryanaghDownArmaghAntrim65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

991363429397341224162193186149865474531000Unweighted base

9913734293973411911401761841791315104901000Weighted base

881183026988298152123160174161120455435891Agree
89%86%88%92%91%87%80%88%91%95%90%92%89%89%89%

9142187332514126169404383Disagree
9%10%6%6%7%10%13%10%7%3%9%7%8%9%8%

25271101334332151227Don't know
2%4%5%2%1%3%7%2%2%2%1%1%3%2%3%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 19
Q.3 Do you agree or disagree with the following statements...
It is possible to have strong laws against discrimination while also protecting freedom of speech
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Religious groupSocial grade
PreferChurch
not toMeth-of Ire-Prot-Cath-
sayNoneOtherodistlandestantolicDEC2C1ABTotal

257214527822563932461701893581000Unweighted base

247514625752613942311821903601000Weighted base

18681302268230354188167167332891Agree
77%91%89%87%90%88%90%81%92%88%92%89%

45112420363211172283Disagree
18%6%8%10%6%8%9%14%6%9%6%8%

124131141135527Don't know
5%2%3%4%4%4%1%5%1%3%1%3%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 19
Q.3 Do you agree or disagree with the following statements...
It is possible to have strong laws against discrimination while also protecting freedom of speech
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes


