
 

CARE – Three Parent Embryo Survey 

 
 

METHODOLOGY NOTE 

 

ComRes interviewed 2,040 British adults online between 30th January and 1st February 2015. Data were weighted to be 

representative of all GB adults aged 18+. ComRes is a member of the British Polling Council and abides by its rules.  

 

All press releases or other publications must be checked with ComRes before use.  ComRes requires 48 hours to check a press 

release unless otherwise agreed. 

 

To commission a voting intention poll or a public opinion survey please contact Katharine Peacock: 

katharine.peacock@comres.co.uk  

To register for Pollwatch, a monthly newsletter update on the polls, please email: pollwatch@comres.co.uk 

 



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

797238510350614566459324383324290260100910312040Unweighted base

873269485444566545444303364343343242104010002040Weighted base

168756887115132644845619491188214402NET: Support
19%28%14%20%20%24%14%16%12%18%27%37%18%21%20%

402317253639228111330334769117Support strongly   (+2)
5%9%3%6%6%7%5%2%3%4%9%14%5%7%6%

1285251627993424034486458140145286Support            (+1)
15%19%11%14%14%17%9%13%9%14%19%24%13%15%14%

241641281131461281117688889953256258514Neither support nor (0)
28%24%26%25%26%23%25%25%24%26%29%22%25%26%25%oppose

13938719387112897158644141206157363Oppose             (-1)
16%14%15%21%15%21%20%23%16%19%12%17%20%16%18%

206611209214711810978111905830251225477Oppose strongly    (-2)
24%23%25%21%26%22%25%26%31%26%17%12%24%23%23%

345991901852342311981491691549971458383840NET: Oppose
39%37%39%42%41%42%45%49%47%45%29%29%44%38%41%

1193199607055723061415228139145284Don't know
14%12%20%14%12%10%16%10%17%12%15%11%13%14%14%

-0.45-0.26-0.58-0.43-0.47-0.36-0.60-0.63-0.74-0.56-0.110.11-0.53-0.38-0.45Mean

1.211.321.181.201.261.261.191.131.171.191.251.281.201.261.23Standard deviation
0.050.090.060.070.050.060.060.070.060.070.080.080.040.040.03Standard error

Page 1

DNA
ONLINE Fieldwork: 30th January 2nd February 2015

Absolutes/col percents

Table 1

Q1. Currently the creation of children with DNA from three parents is not permitted by British law, nor is it permitted by any other country in the World.
Next week the Coalition Government will ask MPs to vote to change the law to allow this practice because they believe it may help prevent hereditary
diseases being passed from one generation to another. Others oppose a change due to the unknown impact on public safety and wider ethical concerns about
the genetic modification of future generations.
To what extent would you support or oppose a change in the law to permit the creation of 3-parent children?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Voting IntentionRegion
York-

shire &
Hum-

East-East Mid-West Mid-ber-Scot-
UKIPLibDemLabConSouth WestSouth EastLondonernWaleslandslandssideNorth WestNorth EastlandTotal

318102533450170288239215111142164199242841862040Unweighted base

310103525474184286265204102143184184224821842040Weighted base

47361081113351613125332930492633402NET: Support
15%35%21%24%18%18%23%15%25%23%16%16%22%32%18%20%

1383832614179915791688117Support strongly   (+2)
4%7%7%7%3%5%6%5%9%10%4%5%7%10%4%6%

332970802737442216192321341825286Support            (+1)
11%28%13%17%15%13%17%11%16%13%12%11%15%22%14%14%

61211471064476795427283651571646514Neither support nor (0)
20%20%28%22%24%27%30%27%27%20%19%28%25%19%25%25%oppose

712078962859393916253435361636363Oppose             (-1)
23%19%15%20%15%21%15%19%16%17%18%19%16%20%20%18%

94141221075363514719354649521745477Oppose strongly    (-2)
30%13%23%23%29%22%19%23%19%24%25%27%23%20%24%23%

1663420120481122908535608084883381840NET: Oppose
53%33%38%43%44%43%34%42%35%42%44%46%39%41%44%41%

37126852253735331421381830724284Don't know
12%12%13%11%13%13%13%16%14%15%21%10%13%9%13%14%

-0.73-0.03-0.39-0.40-0.60-0.48-0.27-0.54-0.23-0.38-0.62-0.57-0.39-0.21-0.54-0.45Mean

1.201.221.261.261.221.181.211.181.271.361.211.191.271.331.191.23Standard deviation
0.070.130.060.060.100.070.080.090.130.120.100.090.090.150.090.03Standard error
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DNA
ONLINE Fieldwork: 30th January 2nd February 2015

Absolutes/col percents

Table 1

Q1. Currently the creation of children with DNA from three parents is not permitted by British law, nor is it permitted by any other country in the World.
Next week the Coalition Government will ask MPs to vote to change the law to allow this practice because they believe it may help prevent hereditary
diseases being passed from one generation to another. Others oppose a change due to the unknown impact on public safety and wider ethical concerns about
the genetic modification of future generations.
To what extent would you support or oppose a change in the law to permit the creation of 3-parent children?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

797238510350614566459324383324290260100910312040Unweighted base

873269485444566545444303364343343242104010002040Weighted base

106372850567429182737613776133209I think it is right for
12%14%6%11%10%14%6%6%7%11%18%15%7%13%10%the Government to ask

MPs to decide whether
to allow procedures to
create children with
DNA from three parents
without knowing the
results of all the
safety tests that the
HFEA
recommended before
proceeding. The vote
should happen next week

249711171361311087859889710763214277491I have no view about
28%26%24%31%23%20%18%19%24%28%31%26%21%28%24%whether the Government

should ask MPs to
decide whether to allow
procedures to
create children with
DNA from three parents
without knowing the
results of all the
safety tests
that the HFEA
recommended
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DNA
ONLINE Fieldwork: 30th January 2nd February 2015

Absolutes/col percents

Table 2

Q2. The Government asked the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority (HFEA), the body which regulates human embryo research, to assess the safety of
allowing scientists to create children with DNA from three parents. The HFEA recommended that before allowing the creation of such children, extensive
safety experiments should be conducted.  Although the Government next week will ask MPs to vote to permit the creation of children with DNA from three
parents, it is now clear that some of these safety tests recommended by the HFEA have not been completed.
What in your view should happen?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

873269485444566545444303364343343242104010002040Weighted base

5181613402583793633382262492101751427515891340I think it is wrong for
59%60%70%58%67%67%76%75%68%61%51%59%72%59%66%the Government to ask

MPs to decide whether
to allow procedures to
create children with
DNA from three parents,
without knowing the
results of all the
safety tests that the
HFEA
recommended. The vote
should be postponed
until all the
recommended tests have
been concluded
and made available to
both public and to MPs
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DNA
ONLINE Fieldwork: 30th January 2nd February 2015

Absolutes/col percents

Table 2

Q2. The Government asked the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority (HFEA), the body which regulates human embryo research, to assess the safety of
allowing scientists to create children with DNA from three parents. The HFEA recommended that before allowing the creation of such children, extensive
safety experiments should be conducted.  Although the Government next week will ask MPs to vote to permit the creation of children with DNA from three
parents, it is now clear that some of these safety tests recommended by the HFEA have not been completed.
What in your view should happen?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Voting IntentionRegion
York-

shire &
Hum-

East-East Mid-West Mid-ber-Scot-
UKIPLibDemLabConSouth WestSouth EastLondonernWaleslandslandssideNorth WestNorth EastlandTotal

318102533450170288239215111142164199242841862040Unweighted base

310103525474184286265204102143184184224821842040Weighted base

221861701226381613191921181018209I think it is right for
7%17%12%15%6%9%14%8%12%13%10%11%8%12%10%10%the Government to ask

MPs to decide whether
to allow procedures to
create children with
DNA from three parents
without knowing the
results of all the
safety tests that the
HFEA
recommended before
proceeding. The vote
should happen next week

7819142793861785816324745552140491I have no view about
25%18%27%17%21%21%30%28%16%22%26%25%25%25%22%24%whether the Government

should ask MPs to
decide whether to allow
procedures to
create children with
DNA from three parents
without knowing the
results of all the
safety tests
that the HFEA
recommended
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DNA
ONLINE Fieldwork: 30th January 2nd February 2015

Absolutes/col percents

Table 2

Q2. The Government asked the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority (HFEA), the body which regulates human embryo research, to assess the safety of
allowing scientists to create children with DNA from three parents. The HFEA recommended that before allowing the creation of such children, extensive
safety experiments should be conducted.  Although the Government next week will ask MPs to vote to permit the creation of children with DNA from three
parents, it is now clear that some of these safety tests recommended by the HFEA have not been completed.
What in your view should happen?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Voting IntentionRegion
York-

shire &
Hum-

East-East Mid-West Mid-ber-Scot-
UKIPLibDemLabConSouth WestSouth EastLondonernWaleslandslandssideNorth WestNorth EastlandTotal

310103525474184286265204102143184184224821842040Weighted base

210673223251341991491307392117118152511261340I think it is wrong for
68%65%61%69%73%70%56%64%72%64%64%64%68%63%69%66%the Government to ask

MPs to decide whether
to allow procedures to
create children with
DNA from three parents,
without knowing the
results of all the
safety tests that the
HFEA
recommended. The vote
should be postponed
until all the
recommended tests have
been concluded
and made available to
both public and to MPs
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DNA
ONLINE Fieldwork: 30th January 2nd February 2015

Absolutes/col percents

Table 2

Q2. The Government asked the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority (HFEA), the body which regulates human embryo research, to assess the safety of
allowing scientists to create children with DNA from three parents. The HFEA recommended that before allowing the creation of such children, extensive
safety experiments should be conducted.  Although the Government next week will ask MPs to vote to permit the creation of children with DNA from three
parents, it is now clear that some of these safety tests recommended by the HFEA have not been completed.
What in your view should happen?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

797238510350614566459324383324290260100910312040Unweighted base

873269485444566545444303364343343242104010002040Weighted base

452513251838677144120464995More likely
5%9%3%6%3%7%1%2%2%4%12%8%4%5%5%

4661512472553152912671711891911631265056021107No difference
53%56%51%57%56%53%60%56%52%56%48%52%49%60%54%

24471145117158159128811111068964329250579Less likely
28%27%30%26%28%29%29%27%31%31%26%26%32%25%28%

117228047755744455633493216198259Don't know
13%8%16%11%13%10%10%15%15%10%14%13%15%10%13%
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DNA
ONLINE Fieldwork: 30th January 2nd February 2015

Absolutes/col percents

Table 3

Q3. If your MP votes to change the law to allow the creation of children with DNA from three parents next week, would it make you more or less likely
to vote for them at the General Election on 7 May this year, or would it make no difference?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes
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DNA
ONLINE Fieldwork: 30th January 2nd February 2015

Absolutes/col percents

Table 3

to vote for them at the General Election on 7 May this year, or would it make no difference?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes

Voting IntentionRegion
York-

shire &
Hum-

East-East Mid-West Mid-ber-Scot-
UKIPLibDemLabConSouth WestSouth EastLondonernWaleslandslandssideNorth WestNorth EastlandTotal

318102533450170288239215111142164199242841862040Unweighted base

310103525474184286265204102143184184224821842040Weighted base

31040332132185910685895More likely
1%10%8%7%1%5%8%4%5%6%5%3%4%6%4%5%

1486127130710414715411259819010111157921107No difference
48%59%52%65%56%51%58%55%58%57%49%55%49%69%50%54%

12925152906079555929365155781660579Less likely
42%24%29%19%33%28%21%29%29%25%28%30%35%20%33%28%

308614318463526916332227324259Don't know
10%8%12%9%10%16%13%13%8%11%18%12%12%4%13%13%

Q3. If your MP votes to change the law to allow the creation of children with DNA from three parents next week, would it make you more or less likely


