
 

 
 

 

 

 

BBC – SEXUAL HARASSMENT SURVEY 
 

 

Methodology: ComRes interviewed 2,031 British adults online between the 20th and 22nd October 2017.  Data were 

weighted to be demographically representative of all British adults aged 18+.  ComRes is a member of the British 

Polling Council and abides by its rules. 

 

All press releases or other publications must be checked with ComRes before use.  ComRes requires 48 hours to 

check a press release unless otherwise agreed. 

 

For information about commissioning research please contact andrew.hawkins@comresglobal.com or call +44 

(0)20 7871 8660. 

 

REPUTATION | COMMUNICATIONS | PUBLIC POLICY 

 

Four Millbank | London | SW1P 3JA | T. +44 (0)20 7871 8660 

Rond-Point Schuman / Schumanplein 6 | Box 5  | 1040 Bruxelles | T. +32 (0)2 234 63 82  

51/F Raffles City  | No.268 Xi Zang Middle Road | HuangPu District Shanghai  | 200001 China | T. +86 (0)21 2312 7674 



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB55+35-5418-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

81230953134156059980371950950529837334630720210739582031Unweighted base

83633450341856654476768857646829936132734922710409912031Weighted base

5291933232613343655164493173241932282212011164887951283No, I have not
63%58%64%62%59%67%67%65%55%69%65%63%68%58%51%47%80%63%experienced any of the

above

307141180157232179250239259144106133105148112552196748NET: Experienced
37%42%36%38%41%33%33%35%45%31%35%37%32%42%49%53%20%37%harassment

2301141301241621401731772069380968111789421135556Yes, inappropriate
27%34%26%30%29%26%23%26%36%20%27%27%25%34%39%40%14%27%joke or banter

10154766210159121878967554938513924256298Yes, inappropriate
12%16%15%15%18%11%16%13%16%14%18%14%12%15%17%23%6%15%touching

107496348936696799553444534484719674270Yes, verbal
13%15%13%11%17%12%13%11%16%11%15%12%10%14%21%19%7%13%harassment

62335440473866605332343327282614435179Yes, unwanted sexual
7%10%11%9%8%7%9%9%9%7%11%9%8%8%11%14%4%9%proposition

41363525463150424525241824212411522137Yes, attempt to kiss
5%11%7%6%8%6%6%6%8%5%8%5%7%6%11%11%2%7%me

22820151712252019817137109551064Yes, I have been
3%2%4%4%3%2%3%3%3%2%6%4%2%3%4%5%1%3%sexually assaulted

85368148631535115418Other
1%2%1%2%1%*1%1%1%1%*2%1%1%*1%*1%
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Sexual Harassment Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 20th-22nd October 2017

Absolutes/col percents
Table 1
Q.1 Have you ever experienced any of the following types of sexual harassment either in the workplace or a place of study?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Work StatusRegion
York-

NotEastWestshire &
work-Work-SouthSouthEast-Mid-Mid-Humb-NorthNorthScot-NET:
ingingWestEastLondonernlandslandsersideWestEastWaleslandEnglandTotal

91011211772812322021541561952378311519917172031Unweighted base

86111701792822701951521831712348510217917512031Weighted base

56172211117917111795122108152615611011171283No, I have not
65%62%62%64%63%60%63%67%63%65%71%55%62%64%63%experienced any of the

above

30044868103997857616381254668634748NET: Experienced
35%38%38%36%37%40%37%33%37%35%29%45%38%36%37%harassment

2123445666676541464766153750469556Yes, inappropriate
25%29%31%23%25%33%27%25%28%28%17%37%28%27%27%joke or banter

142156373644272319263171632250298Yes, inappropriate
17%13%21%13%16%14%15%11%15%13%9%16%18%14%15%touching

114156253842301917173491327230270Yes, verbal
13%13%14%13%15%15%12%9%10%15%10%13%15%13%13%harassment

8595162730161016151731517147179Yes, unwanted sexual
10%8%9%10%11%8%6%9%9%7%3%14%10%8%9%proposition

607712292588913106710120137Yes, attempt to kiss
7%7%7%10%9%4%5%5%8%4%7%7%6%7%7%me

352961112544444365564Yes, I have been
4%3%3%4%4%3%3%2%2%2%5%3%4%3%3%sexually assaulted

61313523-*-2121518Other
1%1%*1%2%1%2%-*-2%1%1%1%1%
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Sexual Harassment Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 20th-22nd October 2017

Absolutes/col percents
Table 2
Q.1 Have you ever experienced any of the following types of sexual harassment either in the workplace or a place of study?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB55+35-5418-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

9845825210064128927874544943433524157298Unweighted base

10154766210159121878967554938513924256298Weighted base

51306131523469565239303323302214532177Buttocks
50%56%80%50%51%57%57%64%58%59%55%66%61%59%56%60%57%59%

23923163319522019312114791090191Breasts
23%17%30%26%32%33%42%23%21%46%38%28%18%17%27%37%1%31%

29212316281921273891215111721721486Legs
29%39%30%26%27%33%17%31%43%14%22%31%30%34%54%30%24%29%

3418618331823213151811102111462975Other
34%33%8%29%33%30%19%24%35%8%33%22%27%41%28%19%52%25%

241891518151014332886201347956Hands
24%33%12%23%18%26%8%16%37%3%14%16%16%40%33%20%16%19%

64475285644321617218Would rather not say
6%7%5%11%5%4%6%5%7%6%7%5%5%1%14%7%3%6%
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Sexual Harassment Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 20th-22nd October 2017

Absolutes/col percents
Table 3
Q.2 Would you mind telling us where on your body this was?
Base: All who have been touched inappropriately

Prepared by ComRes



Work StatusRegion
York-

NotEastWestshire &
work-Work-SouthSouthEast-Mid-Mid-Humb-NorthNorthScot-NET:
ingingWestEastLondonernlandslandsersideWestEastWaleslandEnglandTotal

155143363733272518263381837243298Unweighted base

142156373644272319263171632250298Weighted base

968126232714151491831018149177Buttocks
67%52%69%65%60%54%64%71%37%57%43%64%56%59%59%

593210131554109743127691Breasts
41%21%26%37%33%19%17%51%35%22%51%19%37%30%31%

365071399686125487486Legs
25%32%18%36%20%35%24%40%24%38%64%28%24%29%29%

235213912971582376575Other
16%34%34%25%27%32%29%5%19%25%32%21%22%26%25%

1442859824382245056Hands
10%27%21%15%20%30%11%23%12%26%32%10%14%20%19%

9101152--41-221418Would rather not say
6%6%1%4%11%6%--17%3%-14%7%6%6%
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Sexual Harassment Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 20th-22nd October 2017

Absolutes/col percents
Table 4
Q.2 Would you mind telling us where on your body this was?
Base: All who have been touched inappropriately

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB55+35-5418-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

5221863402203314035374732843451922352381781065287661294Unweighted base

5291933232613343655164493173241932282212011164887951283Weighted base

27131011212828182415136121312155570Yes
5%7%3%4%6%8%5%4%8%5%7%3%5%6%10%3%7%5%

5021803132503133374894322933091802222101891044747401214No
95%93%97%96%94%92%95%96%92%95%93%97%95%94%90%97%93%95%
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Sexual Harassment Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 20th-22nd October 2017

Absolutes/col percents
Table 5
Q.3 Have you ever witnessed a colleague or fellow student being sexually harassed?
Base: All who have never been harassed

Prepared by ComRes



Work StatusRegion
York-

NotEastWestshire &
work-Work-SouthSouthEast-Mid-Mid-Humb-NorthNorthScot-NET:
ingingWestEastLondonernlandslandsersideWestEastWaleslandEnglandTotal

58670810818115112699108125158586311711141294Unweighted base

56172211117917111795122108152615611011171283Weighted base

3040412462410113585670Yes
5%6%4%7%2%5%2%3%9%7%4%9%8%5%5%

5326821071671671119411898141585110210611214No
95%94%96%93%98%95%98%97%91%93%96%91%92%95%95%
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Sexual Harassment Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 20th-22nd October 2017

Absolutes/col percents
Table 6
Q.3 Have you ever witnessed a colleague or fellow student being sexually harassed?
Base: All who have never been harassed

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB55+35-5418-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

29012319112122919626624622516010613810812996545192737Unweighted base

307141180157232179250239259144106133105148112552196748Weighted base

12967775411676109104109614954506742211112323A colleague on the same
42%47%43%34%50%43%44%44%42%42%46%41%48%46%37%38%57%43%level

79235246464782614947353823321716824192A boss or senior
26%16%29%29%20%26%33%26%19%33%33%28%22%22%15%30%12%26%manager

441924232719252938141116132117722092Someone outside your
14%13%13%14%12%10%10%12%15%10%10%12%12%14%15%13%10%12%work e.g. a customer

1514131921112418231871081013551065Other
5%10%7%12%9%6%10%7%9%12%6%7%7%7%12%10%5%9%

15847910515112310547201131Someone more junior
5%5%2%5%4%6%2%6%4%1%3%8%5%3%6%4%6%4%than you

1634171115181-239951823A lecturer or teacher
5%2%2%1%3%6%*2%7%*-1%3%6%8%1%9%3%

985755471221434721122Would rather not say
3%5%3%5%2%3%1%3%5%2%1%3%3%3%7%4%1%3%
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Sexual Harassment Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 20th-22nd October 2017

Absolutes/col percents
Table 7
Q.4 What connection did the person have to you?
Base: All who have been harassed

Prepared by ComRes



Work StatusRegion
York-

NotEastWestshire &
work-Work-SouthSouthEast-Mid-Mid-Humb-NorthNorthScot-NET:
ingingWestEastLondonernlandslandsersideWestEastWaleslandEnglandTotal

32441369100817655487079255282603737Unweighted base

30044868103997857616381254668634748Weighted base

126196324640352525253882128274323A colleague on the same
42%44%48%44%41%45%44%41%40%47%33%46%41%43%43%level

90102203420241617131610813171192A boss or senior
30%23%29%33%20%31%29%28%20%20%42%18%19%27%26%manager

296361314123871017117492Someone outside your
10%14%9%12%14%15%6%13%12%12%5%15%16%12%12%work e.g. a customer

37284414385683285565Other
12%6%5%4%14%4%13%9%9%10%11%5%12%9%9%

82324411361-542231Someone more junior
3%5%4%4%4%2%1%4%9%2%-11%6%3%4%than you

41933511225-1-2223A lecturer or teacher
1%4%4%3%5%2%2%3%3%6%-3%-3%3%

616111232422141722Would rather not say
2%4%1%1%1%3%5%3%7%3%9%1%6%3%3%
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Sexual Harassment Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 20th-22nd October 2017

Absolutes/col percents
Table 8
Q.4 What connection did the person have to you?
Base: All who have been harassed

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB55+35-5418-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

29012319112122919626624622516010613810812996545192737Unweighted base

307141180157232179250239259144106133105148112552196748Weighted base

213851041121591281841591601137185759960349154503No, I did not
69%60%57%72%69%72%74%67%62%78%67%64%71%67%54%63%79%67%

945677457251667910031354931485120242245NET: Reported
31%40%43%28%31%28%26%33%38%22%33%36%29%33%46%37%21%33%harassment

351626242425232650131016102029881098Yes, friends/ family
11%11%14%15%10%14%9%11%19%9%9%12%9%14%26%16%5%13%

352936153114313531151623121812781896Yes, my employer
11%21%20%10%13%8%12%15%12%10%15%17%11%13%11%14%9%13%

2617191919132026241191610101464569Yes, my colleagues
9%12%11%12%8%7%8%11%9%8%8%12%10%7%12%12%3%9%

1225-6613131*-310361016Yes, the Police
4%2%3%-2%3%*1%5%**-3%7%3%1%5%2%

63734174334313-12215Yes, other
2%2%4%2%2%1%3%2%1%2%4%2%1%2%-2%1%2%

4-2-32-26---214358Yes, a teacher
1%-1%-1%1%-1%2%---2%1%4%1%2%1%

------------------Would rather not say
------------------
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Sexual Harassment Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 20th-22nd October 2017

Absolutes/col percents
Table 9
Q.5 Did you report your experience to anyone?
Base: All who have been harassed

Prepared by ComRes



Work StatusRegion
York-

NotEastWestshire &
work-Work-SouthSouthEast-Mid-Mid-Humb-NorthNorthScot-NET:
ingingWestEastLondonernlandslandsersideWestEastWaleslandEnglandTotal

32441369100817655487079255282603737Unweighted base

30044868103997857616381254668634748Weighted base

2052984164705839354459153345425503No, I did not
68%67%61%62%71%75%69%57%71%72%61%72%66%67%67%

951502739292018261823101323209245NET: Reported
32%33%39%38%29%25%31%43%29%28%39%28%34%33%33%harassment

475181713106871244108498Yes, friends/ family
16%11%12%16%13%13%10%13%11%15%15%10%14%13%13%

326411158108111146678396Yes, my employer
11%14%16%14%8%13%14%18%17%5%25%13%10%13%13%

264361158711272565969Yes, my colleagues
9%10%9%11%5%10%12%18%3%8%9%10%9%9%9%

214-332-232-111416Yes, the Police
1%3%-3%3%2%-3%4%2%-3%1%2%2%

69323--114---1515Yes, other
2%2%5%2%3%--2%1%5%---2%2%

44-221-----1158Yes, a teacher
1%1%-2%2%2%-----3%2%1%1%

---------------Would rather not say
---------------
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Sexual Harassment Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 20th-22nd October 2017

Absolutes/col percents
Table 10
Q.5 Did you report your experience to anyone?
Base: All who have been harassed

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB55+35-5418-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

29012319112122919626624622516010613810812996545192737Unweighted base

307141180157232179250239259144106133105148112552196748Weighted base

11469865997711088911661475237595726251313Yes
37%49%48%38%42%40%43%37%45%42%44%39%35%40%51%48%26%42%

1415861669791101105110594353526644197119316No
46%41%34%42%42%51%40%44%42%41%40%40%50%45%40%36%61%42%

5114333237164145332416291623119227119Don't know
17%10%18%20%16%9%16%19%13%17%15%22%15%15%10%17%14%16%
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Sexual Harassment Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 20th-22nd October 2017

Absolutes/col percents
Table 11
Q.6 Would you be more likely to report it now than you would have been 5 years ago?
Base: All who have been harassed

Prepared by ComRes



Work StatusRegion
York-

NotEastWestshire &
work-Work-SouthSouthEast-Mid-Mid-Humb-NorthNorthScot-NET:
ingingWestEastLondonernlandslandsersideWestEastWaleslandEnglandTotal

32441369100817655487079255282603737Unweighted base

30044868103997857616381254668634748Weighted base

1291832941402919343031122028265313Yes
43%41%44%39%40%38%33%57%48%38%48%43%41%42%42%

117199284743402617233362033264316No
39%44%41%46%44%52%46%28%37%40%25%43%48%42%42%

546510151681291018668105119Don't know
18%15%15%15%16%11%21%15%15%22%26%13%12%17%16%
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Sexual Harassment Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 20th-22nd October 2017

Absolutes/col percents
Table 12
Q.6 Would you be more likely to report it now than you would have been 5 years ago?
Base: All who have been harassed

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB55+35-5418-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

29012319112122919626624622516010613810812996545192737Unweighted base

307141180157232179250239259144106133105148112552196748Weighted base

2215189211116202297137121051859Yes
7%11%10%5%9%6%7%8%9%6%7%9%7%8%9%9%4%8%

2781261591482101662332142351359811797134101496186682No
91%89%88%94%91%93%93%90%91%93%93%88%92%91%91%90%95%91%

6-41121521-312-527Would rather not say
2%-2%1%*1%*2%1%1%-3%1%1%-1%1%1%
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Sexual Harassment Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 20th-22nd October 2017

Absolutes/col percents
Table 13
Q.7 Have you left a job or place of study because of sexual harassment?
Base: All who have been harassed

Prepared by ComRes



Work StatusRegion
York-

NotEastWestshire &
work-Work-SouthSouthEast-Mid-Mid-Humb-NorthNorthScot-NET:
ingingWestEastLondonernlandslandsersideWestEastWaleslandEnglandTotal

32441369100817655487079255282603737Unweighted base

30044868103997857616381254668634748Weighted base

2137687924952345259Yes
7%8%9%8%7%11%3%7%14%6%10%6%6%8%8%

2784046194916953565475224364575682No
93%90%91%91%92%89%93%93%86%92%89%94%94%91%91%

16*11-3--1*--77Would rather not say
*1%1%1%1%-4%--2%2%--1%1%
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Sexual Harassment Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 20th-22nd October 2017

Absolutes/col percents
Table 14
Q.7 Have you left a job or place of study because of sexual harassment?
Base: All who have been harassed

Prepared by ComRes


