
 
 

ITV News – Maria Miller Resignation Poll 
 
 
 
METHODOLOGY NOTE 
 
ComRes interviewed 1,015 British adults online on 9th April 2014. Data were weighted to be representative of all GB adults aged 18+. ComRes is a member of the British 
Polling Council and abides by its rules.  
 
All press releases or other publications must be checked with ComRes before use.  ComRes requires 48 hours to check a press release unless otherwise agreed. 
 
To commission a voting intention poll or a public opinion survey please contact Andrew Hawkins: andrew.hawkins@comres.co.uk  

To register for Pollwatch, a monthly newsletter update on the polls, please email: pollwatch@comres.co.uk 
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RegionAgeGender
York-

EastWestshire &
SouthSouthEast-Mid-Mid-Humb-NorthNorthScot-
WestEastLondonernWaleslandslandsersideWestEastland65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

991261441085677818695421012341721781571551194815341015Unweighted base

911421321025171919111241912211511811711711215184971015Weighted base

-13422222113-246591220Trust politicians more
-1%2%4%4%3%3%2%2%3%1%1%-1%3%4%4%2%2%2%

47737546214541445419381177583759161271231502Made no difference
51%51%57%46%41%64%45%48%48%46%41%53%50%46%44%53%51%52%46%49%

45685452282448455621531027696917354238255493Trust politicians less
49%48%41%51%55%33%53%50%50%51%58%46%50%53%53%43%45%46%51%49%
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Maria Miller Poll
ONLINE Fieldwork : 9th April 2014

Absolutes/col percents
Table 1
Q.1 It recently emerged that Minister of Culture, Media and Sport, Maria Miller overclaimed expenses on her home.
This morning she resigned from the Cabinet, saying "the present situation has become a distraction from the vital
work this Government is doing". Overall would you say that this has made you trust politicians more, less or has
it made no difference?
Base: All respondents
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Q.1 It recently emerged that Minister of Culture, Media and Sport, Maria Miller overclaimed expenses on her home.
This morning she resigned from the Cabinet, saying "the present situation has become a distraction from the vital
work this Government is doing". Overall would you say that this has made you trust politicians more, less or has
it made no difference?
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Voting Intention2010 General Election Vote
LiberalConser-LiberalConser-

OtherUKIPDemocratLabourvativeOther partyDemocratLabourvativeTotal

7414268276241732012263171015Unweighted base

7013868280240692012293111015Weighted base

-2395-610320Trust politicians more
-1%4%3%2%-3%4%1%2%

375135113156329686184502Made no difference
52%37%51%40%65%46%48%38%59%49%

348530158803798133124493Trust politicians less
48%61%44%56%33%54%49%58%40%49%



RegionAgeGender
York-

EastWestshire &
SouthSouthEast-Mid-Mid-Humb-NorthNorthScot-
WestEastLondonernWaleslandslandsersideWestEastland65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

991261441085677818695421012341721781571551194815341015Unweighted base

911421321025171919111241912211511811711711215184971015Weighted base

Maria Miller was right to resign

79128108904958808399367921114116414613098434456891Agree
87%90%82%89%97%82%87%91%89%90%86%96%93%91%85%76%82%84%92%88%

177-1462312755665171634Disagree
1%5%6%-2%5%6%2%3%3%2%3%3%3%3%3%4%3%3%3%

1171612196693113512193517662591Don't know
12%5%12%11%2%13%6%7%8%8%12%1%3%7%11%21%14%13%5%9%

Maria Miller should have resigned as soon as it emerged she overclaimed her expenses

7611897834660747793327520013615513911982414418832Agree
83%83%74%82%91%84%81%84%83%80%82%90%90%86%81%70%68%80%84%82%

21315216105113613812111616354074Disagree
3%9%12%2%2%8%11%6%10%8%6%6%5%6%6%9%13%7%8%7%

131019164679851196142136226939109Don't know
14%7%14%16%7%8%8%10%7%12%12%4%4%8%12%21%19%13%8%11%
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Maria Miller Poll
ONLINE Fieldwork : 9th April 2014

Absolutes/col percents
Table 2
Q.2 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Voting Intention2010 General Election Vote
LiberalConser-LiberalConser-

OtherUKIPDemocratLabourvativeOther partyDemocratLabourvativeTotal

7414268276241732012263171015Unweighted base

7013868280240692012293111015Weighted base

Maria Miller was right to resign

621346525221168188208276891Agree
89%97%95%90%88%99%94%91%89%88%

321616-851534Disagree
4%1%1%2%7%-4%2%5%3%

522211414152091Don't know
7%2%3%8%6%1%2%7%6%9%

Maria Miller should have resigned as soon as it emerged she overclaimed her expenses

581325724119265168196254832Agree
82%96%84%86%80%95%84%86%82%82%

6271828-23132774Disagree
9%1%10%6%11%-12%6%9%7%

6442121392029109Don't know
9%3%6%8%9%5%5%9%9%11%
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RegionAgeGender
York-

EastWestshire &
SouthSouthEast-Mid-Mid-Humb-NorthNorthScot-
WestEastLondonernWaleslandslandsersideWestEastland65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

991261441085677818695421012341721781571551194815341015Unweighted base

911421321025171919111241912211511811711711215184971015Weighted base

4784223251-31391111191938Maria Miller's
4%5%6%4%4%3%4%2%5%2%-1%1%2%5%7%9%4%4%4%behaviour regarding her

expenses is just an
isolated example

3465562913293442381330926774535742174209383Maria Miller's
37%46%42%29%26%41%37%45%34%33%33%41%44%41%31%33%35%34%42%38%behaviour regarding her

expenses is typical of
some MPs, but not most

3344414722313329441844995865765137209177386Maria Miller's
36%31%31%47%43%43%36%32%39%46%48%45%38%36%44%30%31%40%36%38%behaviour regarding her

expenses is typical of
most MPs, but not all

132020131141813206132321362429177971151Maria Miller's
14%14%15%12%22%6%20%14%18%14%14%11%14%20%14%17%14%15%14%15%behaviour regarding her

expenses is typical of
all MPs

8678354652554492313372158Don't know
9%4%6%8%5%7%4%6%4%5%5%2%3%2%5%14%11%7%4%6%
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Maria Miller Poll
ONLINE Fieldwork : 9th April 2014

Absolutes/col percents
Table 3
Q.3 Which of the following is closest to your view about MPs and their expenses?
Base: All respondents
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Voting Intention2010 General Election Vote
LiberalConser-LiberalConser-

OtherUKIPDemocratLabourvativeOther partyDemocratLabourvativeTotal

7414268276241732012263171015Unweighted base

7013868280240692012293111015Weighted base

-121813-321938Maria Miller's
-1%3%6%5%-1%9%3%4%behaviour regarding her

expenses is just an
isolated example

203043104122149682138383Maria Miller's
29%22%64%37%51%21%48%36%45%38%behaviour regarding her

expenses is typical of
some MPs, but not most

35731310875447081112386Maria Miller's
50%53%20%38%31%63%35%35%36%38%behaviour regarding her

expenses is typical of
most MPs, but not all

13327392011273437151Maria Miller's
18%23%11%14%9%16%13%15%12%15%behaviour regarding her

expenses is typical of
all MPs

2221210-5101458Don't know
3%1%3%4%4%-3%4%4%6%
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RegionAgeGender
York-

EastWestshire &
SouthSouthEast-Mid-Mid-Humb-NorthNorthScot-
WestEastLondonernWaleslandslandsersideWestEastland65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

991261441085677818695421012341721781571551194815341015Unweighted base

911421321025171919111241912211511811711711215184971015Weighted base

2543281981315212482040364442432089135223Got better
27%30%22%18%15%18%16%23%21%21%22%18%24%24%24%25%17%17%27%22%

37716454264145495021421217486827858257243500Remained about the same
40%50%49%53%52%58%50%53%45%51%46%55%49%48%48%46%48%50%49%49%

23243021139211631122049334436263212992221Got worse
26%17%22%21%26%13%23%18%28%29%22%22%22%24%21%16%26%25%19%22%

63108481067-91277102311432871Don't know
7%2%7%8%7%11%11%6%6%-10%5%5%4%6%14%9%8%6%7%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 4
Q.4 Do you think the problems with MPs' expenses have got better, got worse or remained about the same as when they first emerged in 2009?
Base: All respondents
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Voting Intention2010 General Election Vote
LiberalConser-LiberalConser-

OtherUKIPDemocratLabourvativeOther partyDemocratLabourvativeTotal

7414268276241732012263171015Unweighted base

7013868280240692012293111015Weighted base

141722569110523894223Got better
19%12%32%20%38%14%26%17%30%22%

37723913811132106109159500Remained about the same
53%52%58%49%46%47%53%47%51%49%

18436752825356846221Got worse
25%31%8%27%12%37%17%30%15%22%

261121028141371Don't know
3%5%2%4%4%2%4%6%4%7%
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Table 4
Q.4 Do you think the problems with MPs' expenses have got better, got worse or remained about the same as when they first emerged in 2009?
Base: All respondents
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RegionAgeGender
York-

EastWestshire &
SouthSouthEast-Mid-Mid-Humb-NorthNorthScot-
WestEastLondonernWaleslandslandsersideWestEastland65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

991261441085677818695421012341721781571551194815341015Unweighted base

911421321025171919111241912211511811711711215184971015Weighted base

914113796684616913151712443983NET: Well
9%10%9%3%13%13%6%7%7%10%7%7%6%7%9%10%10%8%8%8%

14521-1111-3322528917Very well          (+2)
1%3%4%2%2%-1%1%1%2%-1%2%1%1%3%2%2%2%2%

81071694573613611131210363066Quite well         (+1)
8%7%5%1%11%13%5%5%6%7%7%6%4%6%8%7%8%7%6%6%

2032332461523162581133293835413812985214Neither well or     (0)
22%22%25%24%12%22%25%18%22%21%12%15%19%21%21%24%32%25%17%21%badly

2654362917172929321327755056564723154154308Quite badly        (-1)
28%38%27%29%33%24%32%32%28%32%30%34%33%31%33%27%19%30%31%30%

3038393816202830371140925867473627137190327Very badly         (-2)
33%27%30%37%32%28%30%33%33%27%43%41%39%37%27%21%23%26%38%32%

56917567333757596924671671091231038351291344635NET: Badly
62%64%57%66%65%52%62%64%62%60%73%75%72%68%60%49%42%56%69%63%

75128596101047647172920543084Don't know
7%4%9%8%10%13%7%11%9%10%8%3%3%4%10%17%16%10%6%8%

-0.91-0.81-0.82-1.06-0.91-0.77-0.91-1.00-0.95-0.83-1.19-1.11-1.06-1.01-0.86-0.68-0.63-0.81-1.04-0.92Mean

1.021.021.080.941.091.070.960.971.001.050.940.970.970.980.991.071.051.001.011.01Standard deviation

0.110.090.090.090.150.130.110.110.110.170.100.060.070.070.080.090.110.050.050.03Standard error
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Maria Miller Poll
ONLINE Fieldwork : 9th April 2014

Absolutes/col percents
Table 5
Q.5 How well or badly do you think David Cameron handled the problems regarding Maria Miller's expenses?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Voting Intention2010 General Election Vote
LiberalConser-LiberalConser-

OtherUKIPDemocratLabourvativeOther partyDemocratLabourvativeTotal

7414268276241732012263171015Unweighted base

7013868280240692012293111015Weighted base

1662537113203683NET: Well
1%4%9%9%15%1%6%9%12%8%

-2169124717Very well          (+2)
-2%1%2%4%1%1%2%2%2%

1452028-11163066Quite well         (+1)
1%3%8%7%12%-5%7%9%6%

12171448698323881214Neither well or     (0)
17%13%20%17%29%11%16%17%26%21%badly

24342861100216258116308Quite badly        (-1)
35%25%41%22%42%31%31%25%37%30%

29711813220358410061327Very badly         (-2)
41%52%26%47%8%51%42%44%20%32%

531064619412056145158177635NET: Badly
75%77%67%69%50%82%72%69%57%63%

4921415411121684Don't know
6%6%3%5%6%5%5%5%5%8%

-1.22-1.31-0.86-1.11-0.41-1.38-1.13-1.08-0.66-0.92Mean

0.800.930.961.070.950.810.961.050.991.01Standard deviation

0.100.080.120.070.060.100.070.070.060.03Standard error
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Table 5
Q.5 How well or badly do you think David Cameron handled the problems regarding Maria Miller's expenses?
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RegionAgeGender
York-

EastWestshire &
SouthSouthEast-Mid-Mid-Humb-NorthNorthScot-
WestEastLondonernWaleslandslandsersideWestEastland65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

991261441085677818695421012341721781571551194815341015Unweighted base

911421321025171919111241912211511811711711215184971015Weighted base

1318131713122116277142816332637307991170Ed Miliband
14%13%10%17%25%17%23%17%24%16%15%13%11%18%15%21%25%15%18%17%

132616183920169693523322317156482146Nigel Farage
15%18%12%17%7%13%22%17%8%16%10%16%15%18%14%10%12%12%16%14%

10221311564487834161381612504999David Cameron
11%16%10%11%10%9%5%4%8%16%8%15%10%7%5%9%10%10%10%10%

1010104-54352481081099243155Nick Clegg
11%7%7%4%-7%4%3%4%5%4%4%6%4%6%6%7%5%6%5%

2436452917222233371033775455524524149159308None of the above
26%25%34%28%34%31%24%36%33%25%37%35%36%31%31%27%20%29%32%30%

22313623121720202592439323951473015286238Don't know
24%22%27%23%24%24%21%22%23%22%26%18%21%21%30%28%25%29%17%23%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 6
Q.6 Which party leader, if any, do you think would be the best at dealing with MPs' expenses if they were Prime Minister?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Voting Intention2010 General Election Vote
LiberalConser-LiberalConser-

OtherUKIPDemocratLabourvativeOther partyDemocratLabourvativeTotal

7414268276241732012263171015Unweighted base

7013868280240692012293111015Weighted base

91513967329710170Ed Miliband
13%1%7%50%2%11%16%43%3%17%

6735172718232654146Nigel Farage
9%53%8%6%11%27%12%11%17%14%

-45673-9107299David Cameron
-3%8%2%31%-5%4%23%10%

3223812421101355Nick Clegg
5%1%34%3%5%6%10%4%4%5%

393215637425714998308None of the above
56%23%22%22%31%36%35%22%31%30%

132614474814453665238Don't know
18%19%21%17%20%21%22%16%21%23%
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Q.6 Which party leader, if any, do you think would be the best at dealing with MPs' expenses if they were Prime Minister?
Base: All respondents
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RegionAgeGender
York-

EastWestshire &
SouthSouthEast-Mid-Mid-Humb-NorthNorthScot-
WestEastLondonernWaleslandslandsersideWestEastland65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

991261441085677818695421012341721781571551194815341015Unweighted base

911421321025171919111241912211511811711711215184971015Weighted base

David Cameron showed an error of judgement by saying “we should leave it there” after it emerged Maria Miller overclaimed her expenses

6710099763858737087327317912313413312380375397772Agree
73%70%75%75%76%81%80%76%78%78%80%81%82%74%78%72%67%73%80%76%

16311610771210166113524322018137468142Disagree
18%22%12%10%15%10%13%11%14%14%12%16%16%18%12%11%11%14%14%14%

81217155671193774141830276833101Don't know
9%8%13%15%9%8%8%12%8%8%8%3%2%8%11%17%23%13%7%10%

By initially offering his support to Maria Miller when it emerged she overclaimed her expenses, David Cameron showed he did not genuinely want to “clean up politics”

669183753953706883266916611013212611078370352722Agree
73%64%63%74%77%74%76%74%74%64%75%75%73%73%74%64%64%72%71%71%

14322777111214189133331312130177390163Disagree
15%23%20%7%14%15%13%15%16%21%15%15%21%17%12%18%14%14%18%16%

111922195810101169229182431267455130Don't know
12%13%17%18%9%11%11%11%10%15%10%10%6%10%14%18%22%14%11%13%

Overall, the current system of MPs' expenses is adequate

213428141017372326613403441354633119110229Agree
22%24%21%14%20%24%41%25%23%14%14%18%23%23%20%27%27%23%22%23%

5989726827454554692860157921121128558306311617Disagree
65%63%55%67%54%63%49%59%62%69%66%71%61%62%66%50%48%59%63%61%

12193220139914167182424282440309376169Don't know
13%13%24%19%26%13%10%16%15%17%20%11%16%15%14%23%25%18%15%17%
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Maria Miller Poll
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 7
Q.7 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



RegionAgeGender
York-

EastWestshire &
SouthSouthEast-Mid-Mid-Humb-NorthNorthScot-
WestEastLondonernWaleslandslandsersideWestEastland65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

911421321025171919111241912211511811711711215184971015Weighted base

I trust my local MP to act with integrity over their expenses

2937362114232528261229774946343734143136279Agree
31%26%27%21%27%32%28%31%23%28%31%35%33%26%20%22%28%28%27%27%

3363473822244041521737805588786449182231413Disagree
36%44%35%38%43%34%44%44%46%42%40%36%37%48%45%37%40%35%46%41%

3042494216242622351226644647597038192131323Don't know
33%29%37%41%31%34%28%24%31%30%28%29%30%26%34%41%31%37%26%32%

MPs should not be able to overturn the recommendations of the independent body set up to oversee their allowances and salaries

7212194764258747188317519813414114111969399403802Agree
78%85%71%75%83%82%81%77%79%77%83%89%89%78%83%70%57%77%81%79%

710149354911551352151622414182Disagree
8%7%10%9%6%7%4%10%10%13%6%6%3%12%3%9%18%8%8%8%

12122516681412124111112192436307853131Don't know
14%8%19%16%11%11%15%13%11%10%12%5%8%10%14%21%25%15%11%13%

The way people act in their private matters, such as with their expenses, bears no reflection on their ability to do their job as a Minister

1324251471319139372214272430297571146Agree
14%17%19%14%13%18%21%14%8%7%7%10%10%15%14%17%24%15%14%14%

6410883743749616288327418112513811910365357375732Disagree
70%76%63%73%74%69%67%68%78%80%81%82%83%76%70%60%54%69%75%72%

15102513691216155111811172838268552137Don't know
16%7%19%13%13%13%13%18%13%13%12%8%7%9%16%22%22%16%10%14%
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Maria Miller Poll
ONLINE Fieldwork : 9th April 2014

Absolutes/col percents
Table 7
Q.7 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Voting Intention2010 General Election Vote
LiberalConser-LiberalConser-

OtherUKIPDemocratLabourvativeOther partyDemocratLabourvativeTotal

7414268276241732012263171015Unweighted base

7013868280240692012293111015Weighted base

David Cameron showed an error of judgement by saying “we should leave it there” after it emerged Maria Miller overclaimed her expenses

561175823316558163190220772Agree
80%85%85%83%69%85%81%83%71%76%

716526587291965142Disagree
10%11%8%9%24%10%15%8%21%14%

7552218482026101Don't know
10%4%7%8%7%6%4%9%8%10%

By initially offering his support to Maria Miller when it emerged she overclaimed her expenses, David Cameron showed he did not genuinely want to “clean up politics”

591204823011557155185184722Agree
84%87%71%82%48%83%77%81%59%71%

491124936281791163Disagree
5%7%16%9%39%9%14%8%29%16%

79926316182636130Don't know
10%7%13%9%13%8%9%11%11%13%

Overall, the current system of MPs' expenses is adequate

152523735911426474229Agree
21%18%34%26%25%16%21%28%24%23%

44963616714345135127194617Disagree
63%70%53%60%59%66%67%56%62%61%

12179413813233843169Don't know
17%12%13%14%16%19%11%17%14%17%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 7
Q.7 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Voting Intention2010 General Election Vote
LiberalConser-LiberalConser-

OtherUKIPDemocratLabourvativeOther partyDemocratLabourvativeTotal

7013868280240692012293111015Weighted base

I trust my local MP to act with integrity over their expenses

19262775101116265103279Agree
27%18%40%27%42%16%31%29%33%27%

337824129724073107116413Disagree
46%57%36%46%30%59%36%47%37%41%

193416766717665792323Don't know
26%25%24%27%28%25%33%25%30%32%

MPs should not be able to overturn the recommendations of the independent body set up to oversee their allowances and salaries

531116022120355169178263802Agree
76%80%88%79%84%80%84%78%85%79%

61042823615242582Disagree
8%7%6%10%10%8%7%11%8%8%

1217432148172623131Don't know
16%13%6%11%6%12%9%11%8%13%

The way people act in their private matters, such as with their expenses, bears no reflection on their ability to do their job as a Minister

11121236574233955146Agree
15%9%17%13%24%6%11%17%18%14%

551114921515559160166219732Disagree
78%80%72%77%65%86%79%72%70%72%

515829286192437137Don't know
7%11%11%11%12%9%9%11%12%14%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 7
Q.7 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
Base: All respondents
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