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Home Intruders Survey

ONLINE Fieldwork : 7th-9th September 2012

Absolutes/col percents

Q.1 If you were faced with an intruder in your home, what force, if any, do you think you should be able to use?
Base: All respondents

Unweighted base
Weighted base

Any level of force

Reasonable force

No force should be used
by individual
householders

Don't know

Total
2102
2102

1002
48%

980
47%

39
2%

81
4%

Prepared by ComRes

Gender Age Social Grade Employment Sector
Pri-
Male Female 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ AB C1l Cc2 DE Public vate
956 1146 182 354 398 376 331 461 739 524 293 546 331 759
1030 1072 252 336 399 357 315 441 568 610 441 483 361 816
557 445 117 159 186 166 144 229 229 277 250 246 149 433
54% 42% 47% 47% 47% 47% 46% 52% 40% 45% 57% 51% 41% 53%
427 553 102 149 190 172 166 202 303 300 172 205 187 344
41% 52% 40% 44% 48% 48% 53% 46% 53% 49% 39% 42% 52% 42%
11 27 9 7 8 5 4 6 9 11 6 13 7 7
1% 3% 4% 2% 2% 1% 1% 1% 2% 2% 1% 3% 2% 1%
35 47 24 22 16 14 1 4 26 21 14 20 17 32
3% 4% 9% 7% 4% 4% * 1% 5% 3% 3% 4% 5% 4%
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Q.1 If you were faced with an intruder in your home, what force, if any, do you think you should be able to use?
Base: All respondents

Unweighted base
Weighted base

Any level of force

Reasonable force

No force should be used
by individual
householders

Don't know

Total Scotland

2102
2102

1002
48%

980
47%

39
2%

81
4%
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Absolutes/col percents

Region Tenure
Owned Rented
Yorkshir outright ~ Owned froma  Rented
e& NET: - with a Rented housing from

North North  Humbersi  West East South South Homeowne without mortgage NET: fromthe associat someone  Rent

East West de Midlands Midlands _Wales _Eastern _London East West rs mortgage _orloan _Renters _council ion else free

179 98 260 189 206 153 106 173 240 299 199 1316 672 644 758 199 189 370 28

182 95 247 185 194 163 111 197 264 270 192 1429 693 736 646 273 118 255 27

66 46 118 91 93 82 56 96 135 133 86 680 348 332 314 145 65 104 8
36% 49% 48% 49% 48% 50% 50% 48% 51% 49% 45% 48% 50% 45% 49% 53% 55% 41% 30%

107 47 118 85 89 70 51 92 101 123 97 694 321 373 271 107 43 122 15
59% 50% 48% 46% 46% 43% 45% 47% 38% 45% 51% 49% 46% 51% 42% 39% 36% 48% 55%

3 - 3 5 3 3 3 3 6 4 4 18 9 9 21 10 2 10 -

1% - 1% 3% 2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 1% 1% 1% 3% 4% 1% 4% -

6 2 7 4 10 8 2 6 22 9 5 38 16 22 39 12 9 19 4
3% 2% 3% 2% 5% 5% 2% 3% 8% 4% 3% 3% 2% 3% 6% 4% 7% 7% 15%
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Absolutes/col percents

Q.2 What level of understanding, if any, do you feel that you have about the current law on the action that you are allowed to take against intruders in your home?
Base: All respondents

Unweighted base
Weighted base

| generally understand
the law and the extent
to which | can use
force

I'm a little confused
about the law and the
extent to which | can
use force

| do not understand the
law at all

Total
2102
2102

814
39%

1060
50%

228
11%

Prepared by ComRes

Gender Age Social Grade Employment Sector
Pri-
Male Female 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ AB C1l Cc2 DE Public vate
956 1146 182 354 398 376 331 461 739 524 293 546 331 759
1030 1072 252 336 399 357 315 441 568 610 441 483 361 816
474 340 92 126 140 144 127 185 206 264 182 162 157 332
46% 32% 37% 37% 35% 40% 40% 42% 36% 43% 41% 33% 44% 41%
459 601 127 166 200 183 164 220 304 286 216 253 175 389
45% 56% 50% 49% 50% 51% 52% 50% 54% 47% 49% 52% 49% 48%
97 131 33 45 59 31 24 37 57 59 44 68 29 95
9% 12% 13% 13% 15% 9% 8% 8% 10% 10% 10% 14% 8% 12%

ComRes
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Absolutes/col percents

Q.2 What level of understanding, if any, do you feel that you have about the current law on the action that you are allowed to take against intruders in your home?
Base: All respondents

Unweighted base
Weighted base

| generally understand
the law and the extent
to which | can use
force

I'm a little confused
about the law and the
extent to which | can
use force

| do not understand the
law at all

Total Scotland

2102
2102

814
39%

1060
50%

228
11%

Prepared by ComRes

Region Tenure
Owned Rented
Yorkshir outright Owned from a Rented
e& NET: - with a Rented housing from

North North  Humbersi  West East South South  Homeowne without mortgage NET: fromthe associat someone  Rent

East West de Midlands Midlands _Wales _Eastern _London East West rs mortgage _orloan _Renters _council ion else free

179 98 260 189 206 153 106 173 240 299 199 1316 672 644 758 199 189 370 28

182 95 247 185 194 163 111 197 264 270 192 1429 693 736 646 273 118 255 27

69 35 114 75 67 52 35 78 104 115 70 579 286 294 221 106 38 77 14
38% 37% 46% 40% 34% 32% 31% 40% 39% 43% 36% 41% 41% 40% 34% 39% 32% 30% 52%

88 51 115 86 106 93 66 97 126 124 108 717 342 374 332 119 63 150 11
48% 54% 46% 47% 54% 57% 59% 49% 48% 46% 56% 50% 49% 51% 51% 44% 54% 59% 41%

25 8 18 24 22 18 11 22 35 31 14 134 66 68 93 48 16 28 2
14% 9% 7% 13% 11% 11% 10% 11% 13% 12% 7% 9% 9% 9% 14% 18% 14% 11% 7%
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Home Intruders Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 7th-9th September 2012

Table 3

Q.3 Currently, the law states that anyone can use ‘reasonable force’ to protect themselves or others, or to prevent a crime occurring

in their home. “Reasonable force” is force that can be considered to be honestly and instinctively necessary in the heat of the moment,
and may involve a weapon that was to hand at the time. Imagining a scenario where an intruder has entered a householder's home
and the intruder has been wounded or killed by the householder, what do you think should happen?

Base: All respondents

Gender Age Social Grade Employment Sector
Pri-
Total Male Female 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ AB C1 C2 DE Public vate
Unweighted base 2102 956 1146 182 354 398 376 331 461 739 524 293 546 331 759
Weighted base 2102 1030 1072 252 336 399 357 315 441 568 610 441 483 361 816
The householder should 386 203 184 42 60 82 72 56 74 110 142 62 73 78 146
be arrested, and the 18% 20% 17% 17% 18% 21% 20% 18% 17% 19% 23% 14% 15% 22% 18%
police and the Criminal
Prosecution Service
should decide whether
“reasonable force” was
used
The householder should 236 125 111 43 51 41 35 32 35 71 74 45 a7 48 86
be arrested, and a jury 11% 12% 10% 17% 15% 10% 10% 10% 8% 13% 12% 10% 10% 13% 11%
in a criminal court
should decide whether
“reasonable force” was
used
The householder should 1313 628 685 132 192 242 221 212 315 343 343 312 315 215 512
go in for questioning 62% 61% 64% 52% 57% 61% 62% 67% 71% 60% 56% 71% 65% 60% 63%
at their local police
station, to assist them
with their enquiries,
but should not be
judged by the legal
system
Don't know 166 74 92 35 34 34 30 16 17 44 51 23 48 20 71
8% 7% 9% 14% 10% 9% 8% 5% 4% 8% 8% 5% 10% 5% 9%
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Home Intruders Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 7th-9th September 2012

Absolutes/col percents
Table 3
Q.3 Currently, the law states that anyone can use ‘reasonable force’ to protect themselves or others, or to prevent a crime occurring
in their home. “Reasonable force” is force that can be considered to be honestly and instinctively necessary in the heat of the moment,
and may involve a weapon that was to hand at the time. Imagining a scenario where an intruder has entered a householder's home
and the intruder has been wounded or killed by the householder, what do you think should happen?
Base: All respondents

Region Tenure
Owned Rented
Yorkshir outright Owned from a Rented
e& NET: - with a Rented housing from
North North  Humbersi  West East South South Homeowne without mortgage NET: fromthe associat someone Rent
Total Scotland _ East West de Midlands Midlands _Wales _Eastern _London East West rs mortgage _orloan _Renters _council ion else free
Unweighted base 2102 179 98 260 189 206 153 106 173 240 299 199 1316 672 644 758 199 189 370 28
Weighted base 2102 182 95 247 185 194 163 111 197 264 270 192 1429 693 736 646 273 118 255 27
The householder should 386 41 14 51 38 31 27 19 32 51 51 31 289 136 152 98 32 16 50 *
be arrested, and the 18% 22% 15% 21% 20% 16% 17% 17% 16% 19% 19% 16% 20% 20% 21% 15% 12% 13% 20% 1%
police and the Criminal
Prosecution Service
should decide whether
“reasonable force” was
used
The householder should 236 22 14 27 15 18 24 10 27 25 32 23 143 65 79 84 28 14 42 9
be arrested, and a jury 11% 12% 14% 11% 8% 9% 14% 9% 14% 9% 12% 12% 10% 9% 11% 13% 10% 12% 16% 34%
in a criminal court
should decide whether
“reasonable force” was
used
The householder should 1313 99 56 158 116 131 104 75 123 156 172 120 903 448 455 398 186 74 138 13
go in for questioning 62% 54% 59% 64% 63% 68% 64% 68% 62% 59% 64% 63% 63% 65% 62% 62% 68% 63% 54% 47%
at their local police
station, to assist them
with their enquiries,
but should not be
judged by the legal
system
Don't know 166 20 11 11 16 14 9 7 15 32 15 17 95 45 50 66 27 14 25 5
8% 11% 12% 4% 8% 7% 5% 6% 8% 12% 6% 9% 7% 7% % 10% 10% 12% 10% 18%
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