
 
 

Christian Institute – Christmas Knowledge Survey 
 
 
METHODOLOGY NOTE 
 
ComRes interviewed 2,055 British adults online between 18th and 19th December 2013. Data were weighted to be representative of all GB adults aged 18+. ComRes is a 
member of the British Polling Council and abides by its rules.  
 
All press releases or other publications must be checked with ComRes before use.  ComRes requires 48 hours to check a press release unless otherwise agreed. 
 
To commission a voting intention poll or a public opinion survey please contact Katharine Peacock: katharine.peacock@comres.co.uk  

To register for Pollwatch, a monthly newsletter update on the polls, please email: pollwatch@comres.co.uk 
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Included in Christmas story
Jesus not

Three kingsMary riding acrying as aJesus born onJesus born in aFatherAnimals presentA Christmas
visiting Jesusdonkeybaby25 DecemberstableChristmasat the birthTree

20552055205520552055205520552055Unweighted base

20552055205520552055205520552055Weighted base

173015143797051783911558144Is included
84%74%18%34%87%4%76%7%

144274967106410117832411666Is NOT included
7%13%47%52%5%87%12%81%

181267709286172182256245Don't know
9%13%35%14%8%9%12%12%
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Bible & Christmas Story Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 18th-19th December 2013

Absolutes/col percents
Table 1
Q.1 Without looking them up, please indicate below whether you think each of these is included in the Bible accounts of the Christmas story, or not?
Summary Table
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

858247492357615591464310372336333240103110242055Unweighted base

885266488448570549447305366346346244104810072055Weighted base

7322284193865024764262803342942691809418411783Jesus born in a stable
83%86%86%86%88%87%95%92%91%85%78%74%90%84%87%

7232074123744904544122733162932561799178131730Three kings visiting
82%78%84%84%86%83%92%90%86%85%74%73%88%81%84%Jesus

6431883763574224043752502952492311598457131558Animals present at the
73%71%77%80%74%74%84%82%81%72%67%65%81%71%76%birth

6251873653274174053722512732442151588366781514Mary riding a donkey
71%70%75%73%73%74%83%82%74%71%62%65%80%67%74%

320981941591971551199212013814295380324705Jesus born on 25
36%37%40%36%35%28%27%30%33%40%41%39%36%32%34%December

176558978106106683973706465195184379Jesus not crying as a
20%21%18%17%19%19%15%13%20%20%19%26%19%18%18%baby

6932422633431412202642307570144A Christmas Tree
8%12%9%6%6%8%3%4%6%7%12%12%7%7%7%

492727718394715203313494291Father Christmas
6%10%6%2%3%7%1%2%4%6%10%5%5%4%4%

96204740463315182037393957110167None of these/Don't
11%8%10%9%8%6%3%6%5%11%11%16%5%11%8%know
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Bible & Christmas Story Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 18th-19th December 2013

Absolutes/col percents
Table 2
Q.1 Without looking them up, please indicate below whether you think each of these is included in the Bible accounts of the Christmas story, or not?
NET: Included in Christmas story
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Region
Yorkshire &

South WestSouth EastLondonEasternEast MidlandsWest MidlandsHumbersideNorth WestNorth EastNET: EnglandWalesScotlandTotal

1912972501851611801832377817621081852055Unweighted base

1852882672061441851852268217671031852055Weighted base

164251208180122166162205741531921601783Jesus born in a stable
89%87%78%88%85%90%88%91%89%87%89%86%87%

164248195178118155159201721490891501730Three kings visiting
89%86%73%87%82%84%86%89%88%84%87%81%84%Jesus

151217177164103142139179621332841421558Animals present at the
82%75%66%80%72%77%75%79%75%75%82%77%76%birth

143211160162104145134174661299771381514Mary riding a donkey
77%73%60%79%72%78%73%77%81%73%75%75%74%

66107846644525792356044259705Jesus born on 25
36%37%32%32%31%28%31%41%42%34%41%32%34%December

3549573626333950153391821379Jesus not crying as a
19%17%21%17%18%18%21%22%19%19%18%12%18%baby

111939351091961211311144A Christmas Tree
6%7%14%1%4%5%5%8%7%7%13%6%7%

312324264116815591Father Christmas
2%4%12%2%1%3%2%5%8%5%5%3%4%

10253214161315164145715167None of these/Don't
5%9%12%7%11%7%8%7%5%8%7%8%8%know
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Bible & Christmas Story Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 18th-19th December 2013

Absolutes/col percents
Table 2
Q.1 Without looking them up, please indicate below whether you think each of these is included in the Bible accounts of the Christmas story, or not?
NET: Included in Christmas story
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

858247492357615591464310372336333240103110242055Unweighted base

885266488448570549447305366346346244104810072055Weighted base

6932422633431412202642307570144Is included
8%12%9%6%6%8%3%4%6%7%12%12%7%7%7%

6862033763654664604102673072582501748618051666Is NOT included
78%76%77%81%82%84%92%88%84%75%72%71%82%80%81%

1303270577146232639625540112132245Don't know
15%12%14%13%12%8%5%8%11%18%16%16%11%13%12%
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Bible & Christmas Story Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 18th-19th December 2013

Absolutes/col percents
Table 3
Q.1 Without looking them up, please indicate below whether you think each of these is included in the Bible accounts of the Christmas story, or not?
A Christmas Tree
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Region
Yorkshire &

South WestSouth EastLondonEasternEast MidlandsWest MidlandsHumbersideNorth WestNorth EastNET: EnglandWalesScotlandTotal

1912972501851611801832377817621081852055Unweighted base

1852882672061441851852268217671031852055Weighted base

111939351091961211311144Is included
6%7%14%1%4%5%5%8%7%7%13%6%7%

151241188179116157155188711445841371666Is NOT included
81%84%70%87%81%85%84%83%86%82%82%74%81%

23274024221821206202538245Don't know
13%9%15%12%16%10%12%9%7%11%5%20%12%
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Bible & Christmas Story Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 18th-19th December 2013

Absolutes/col percents
Table 3
Q.1 Without looking them up, please indicate below whether you think each of these is included in the Bible accounts of the Christmas story, or not?
A Christmas Tree
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

858247492357615591464310372336333240103110242055Unweighted base

885266488448570549447305366346346244104810072055Weighted base

6431883763574224043752502952492311598457131558Is included
73%71%77%80%74%74%84%82%81%72%67%65%81%71%76%

100445040708043333544464099142241Is NOT included
11%17%10%9%12%15%10%11%10%13%13%16%9%14%12%

1433462517865302236546946103152256Don't know
16%13%13%11%14%12%7%7%10%16%20%19%10%15%12%
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Bible & Christmas Story Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 18th-19th December 2013

Absolutes/col percents
Table 4
Q.1 Without looking them up, please indicate below whether you think each of these is included in the Bible accounts of the Christmas story, or not?
Animals present at the birth
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Region
Yorkshire &

South WestSouth EastLondonEasternEast MidlandsWest MidlandsHumbersideNorth WestNorth EastNET: EnglandWalesScotlandTotal

1912972501851611801832377817621081852055Unweighted base

1852882672061441851852268217671031852055Weighted base

151217177164103142139179621332841421558Is included
82%75%66%80%72%77%75%79%75%75%82%77%76%

154034152130193112216718241Is NOT included
8%14%13%7%15%16%10%14%14%12%7%10%12%

193155271913271692181225256Don't know
10%11%21%13%13%7%15%7%11%12%12%14%12%
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Bible & Christmas Story Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 18th-19th December 2013

Absolutes/col percents
Table 4
Q.1 Without looking them up, please indicate below whether you think each of these is included in the Bible accounts of the Christmas story, or not?
Animals present at the birth
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

858247492357615591464310372336333240103110242055Unweighted base

885266488448570549447305366346346244104810072055Weighted base

492727718394715203313494291Is included
6%10%6%2%3%7%1%2%4%6%10%5%5%4%4%

7352134113994984754322863232822671939158671783Is NOT included
83%80%84%89%87%86%97%94%88%81%77%79%87%86%87%

10126504254361113294546388498182Don't know
11%10%10%9%9%7%2%4%8%13%13%16%8%10%9%
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Bible & Christmas Story Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 18th-19th December 2013

Absolutes/col percents
Table 5
Q.1 Without looking them up, please indicate below whether you think each of these is included in the Bible accounts of the Christmas story, or not?
Father Christmas
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Region
Yorkshire &

South WestSouth EastLondonEasternEast MidlandsWest MidlandsHumbersideNorth WestNorth EastNET: EnglandWalesScotlandTotal

1912972501851611801832377817621081852055Unweighted base

1852882672061441851852268217671031852055Weighted base

312324264116815591Is included
2%4%12%2%1%3%2%5%8%5%5%3%4%

169251198186126169170200711540891531783Is NOT included
91%87%74%90%88%91%92%89%87%87%87%83%87%

13253716161010145146927182Don't know
7%9%14%8%11%5%6%6%6%8%9%14%9%
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Bible & Christmas Story Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 18th-19th December 2013

Absolutes/col percents
Table 5
Q.1 Without looking them up, please indicate below whether you think each of these is included in the Bible accounts of the Christmas story, or not?
Father Christmas
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

858247492357615591464310372336333240103110242055Unweighted base

885266488448570549447305366346346244104810072055Weighted base

7322284193865024764262803342942691809418411783Is included
83%86%86%86%88%87%95%92%91%85%78%74%90%84%87%

561323202434131191828224159101Is NOT included
6%5%5%4%4%6%3%4%2%5%8%9%4%6%5%

9726464244409142434484265107172Don't know
11%10%9%9%8%7%2%5%7%10%14%17%6%11%8%
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Bible & Christmas Story Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 18th-19th December 2013

Absolutes/col percents
Table 6
Q.1 Without looking them up, please indicate below whether you think each of these is included in the Bible accounts of the Christmas story, or not?
Jesus born in a stable
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Region
Yorkshire &

South WestSouth EastLondonEasternEast MidlandsWest MidlandsHumbersideNorth WestNorth EastNET: EnglandWalesScotlandTotal

1912972501851611801832377817621081852055Unweighted base

1852882672061441851852268217671031852055Weighted base

164251208180122166162205741531921601783Is included
89%87%78%88%85%90%88%91%89%87%89%86%87%

8162110698859227101Is NOT included
4%5%8%5%4%5%4%3%6%5%2%4%5%

13213815161014134144919172Don't know
7%7%14%7%11%5%8%6%5%8%8%10%8%
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Bible & Christmas Story Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 18th-19th December 2013

Absolutes/col percents
Table 6
Q.1 Without looking them up, please indicate below whether you think each of these is included in the Bible accounts of the Christmas story, or not?
Jesus born in a stable
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

858247492357615591464310372336333240103110242055Unweighted base

885266488448570549447305366346346244104810072055Weighted base

320981941591971551199212013814295380324705Is included
36%37%40%36%35%28%27%30%33%40%41%39%36%32%34%

4071382302122973262991661971531451045415231064Is NOT included
46%52%47%47%52%59%67%54%54%44%42%43%52%52%52%

1582965767669294850555945126160286Don't know
18%11%13%17%13%13%6%16%14%16%17%19%12%16%14%
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Bible & Christmas Story Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 18th-19th December 2013

Absolutes/col percents
Table 7
Q.1 Without looking them up, please indicate below whether you think each of these is included in the Bible accounts of the Christmas story, or not?
Jesus born on 25 December
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Region
Yorkshire &

South WestSouth EastLondonEasternEast MidlandsWest MidlandsHumbersideNorth WestNorth EastNET: EnglandWalesScotlandTotal

1912972501851611801832377817621081852055Unweighted base

1852882672061441851852268217671031852055Weighted base

66107846644525792356044259705Is included
36%37%32%32%31%28%31%41%42%34%41%32%34%

93147134116711079610839912511001064Is NOT included
50%51%50%57%49%58%52%48%48%52%50%54%52%

263449232826322692521025286Don't know
14%12%19%11%20%14%17%11%10%14%9%14%14%
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Bible & Christmas Story Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 18th-19th December 2013

Absolutes/col percents
Table 7
Q.1 Without looking them up, please indicate below whether you think each of these is included in the Bible accounts of the Christmas story, or not?
Jesus born on 25 December
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

858247492357615591464310372336333240103110242055Unweighted base

885266488448570549447305366346346244104810072055Weighted base

176558978106106683973706465195184379Is included
20%21%18%17%19%19%15%13%20%20%19%26%19%18%18%

37311824520825226226616216614013796506461967Is NOT included
42%45%50%46%44%48%60%53%45%40%40%39%48%46%47%

3369315416221118111210412813714583347362709Don't know
38%35%32%36%37%33%25%34%35%40%42%34%33%36%35%

Page 14

Bible & Christmas Story Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 18th-19th December 2013

Absolutes/col percents
Table 8
Q.1 Without looking them up, please indicate below whether you think each of these is included in the Bible accounts of the Christmas story, or not?
Jesus not crying as a baby
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Region
Yorkshire &

South WestSouth EastLondonEasternEast MidlandsWest MidlandsHumbersideNorth WestNorth EastNET: EnglandWalesScotlandTotal

1912972501851611801832377817621081852055Unweighted base

1852882672061441851852268217671031852055Weighted base

3549573626333950153391821379Is included
19%17%21%17%18%18%21%22%19%19%18%12%18%

8014811098599377114438215591967Is NOT included
43%51%41%48%41%50%42%50%52%46%54%49%47%

70911017159606962246073073709Don't know
38%31%38%35%41%32%38%28%29%34%29%40%35%
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Bible & Christmas Story Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 18th-19th December 2013

Absolutes/col percents
Table 8
Q.1 Without looking them up, please indicate below whether you think each of these is included in the Bible accounts of the Christmas story, or not?
Jesus not crying as a baby
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

858247492357615591464310372336333240103110242055Unweighted base

885266488448570549447305366346346244104810072055Weighted base

6251873653274174053722512732442151588366781514Is included
71%70%75%73%73%74%83%82%74%71%62%65%80%67%74%

1124963628367512144477041107168274Is NOT included
13%18%13%14%14%12%11%7%12%14%20%17%10%17%13%

1483160597077243250556045105161267Don't know
17%11%12%13%12%14%5%11%14%16%17%19%10%16%13%
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Bible & Christmas Story Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 18th-19th December 2013

Absolutes/col percents
Table 9
Q.1 Without looking them up, please indicate below whether you think each of these is included in the Bible accounts of the Christmas story, or not?
Mary riding a donkey
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Region
Yorkshire &

South WestSouth EastLondonEasternEast MidlandsWest MidlandsHumbersideNorth WestNorth EastNET: EnglandWalesScotlandTotal

1912972501851611801832377817621081852055Unweighted base

1852882672061441851852268217671031852055Weighted base

143211160162104145134174661299771381514Is included
77%73%60%79%72%78%73%77%81%73%75%75%74%

224156181719242972331626274Is NOT included
12%14%21%9%12%10%13%13%8%13%16%14%13%

20365125232127239236921267Don't know
11%13%19%12%16%12%15%10%11%13%9%11%13%
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Bible & Christmas Story Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 18th-19th December 2013

Absolutes/col percents
Table 9
Q.1 Without looking them up, please indicate below whether you think each of these is included in the Bible accounts of the Christmas story, or not?
Mary riding a donkey
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

858247492357615591464310372336333240103110242055Unweighted base

885266488448570549447305366346346244104810072055Weighted base

7232074123744904544122733162932561799178131730Is included
82%78%84%84%86%83%92%90%86%85%74%73%88%81%84%

5930322534522417231739245985144Is NOT included
7%11%7%6%6%9%5%6%6%5%11%10%6%8%7%

103304448464411152737514172110181Don't know
12%11%9%11%8%8%2%5%7%11%15%17%7%11%9%
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Bible & Christmas Story Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 18th-19th December 2013

Absolutes/col percents
Table 10
Q.1 Without looking them up, please indicate below whether you think each of these is included in the Bible accounts of the Christmas story, or not?
Three kings visiting Jesus
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Region
Yorkshire &

South WestSouth EastLondonEasternEast MidlandsWest MidlandsHumbersideNorth WestNorth EastNET: EnglandWalesScotlandTotal

1912972501851611801832377817621081852055Unweighted base

1852882672061441851852268217671031852055Weighted base

164248195178118155159201721490891501730Is included
89%86%73%87%82%84%86%89%88%84%87%81%84%

101829811197144121617144Is NOT included
6%6%11%4%8%10%4%6%5%7%6%9%7%

11224319151119126156718181Don't know
6%7%16%9%10%6%10%5%7%9%7%10%9%
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Bible & Christmas Story Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 18th-19th December 2013

Absolutes/col percents
Table 10
Q.1 Without looking them up, please indicate below whether you think each of these is included in the Bible accounts of the Christmas story, or not?
Three kings visiting Jesus
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

858247492357615591464310372336333240103110242055Unweighted base

885266488448570549447305366346346244104810072055Weighted base

2068314811515519922010992776751340276616I was taught a lot
23%31%30%26%27%36%49%36%25%22%19%21%32%27%30%about the Bible

5281442482653262862021642082052141325565691125I was taught a little
60%54%51%59%57%52%45%54%57%59%62%54%53%56%55%about the Bible

491232222327310232718236044104I was taught nothing
6%5%7%5%4%5%1%3%6%8%5%10%6%4%5%about the Bible

3911211524217619121820404181I didn't receive any
4%4%4%3%4%4%1%2%5%3%5%8%4%4%4%Religious Education

teaching

6315383143171616242529185177129Can't remember/Don't
7%6%8%7%8%3%4%5%6%7%8%7%5%8%6%know
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Bible & Christmas Story Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 18th-19th December 2013

Absolutes/col percents
Table 11
Q.2 Thinking back to when you were at school, how would you describe what you were taught about the Bible in Religious Education?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Region
Yorkshire &

South WestSouth EastLondonEasternEast MidlandsWest MidlandsHumbersideNorth WestNorth EastNET: EnglandWalesScotlandTotal

1912972501851611801832377817621081852055Unweighted base

1852882672061441851852268217671031852055Weighted base

5381905243634878315393443616I was taught a lot
29%28%34%25%30%34%26%34%38%31%33%23%30%about the Bible

1041721111318110510212037962531101125I was taught a little
56%60%41%64%56%57%55%53%45%54%52%60%55%about the Bible

81120557141549068104I was taught nothing
5%4%7%3%4%4%8%6%4%5%6%4%5%about the Bible

10622823745685981I didn't receive any
5%2%8%4%2%2%4%2%6%4%5%5%4%Religious Education

teaching

91724912813106109515129Can't remember/Don't
5%6%9%4%9%4%7%4%7%6%4%8%6%know
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Bible & Christmas Story Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 18th-19th December 2013

Absolutes/col percents
Table 11
Q.2 Thinking back to when you were at school, how would you describe what you were taught about the Bible in Religious Education?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes


