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Same-sex marriage poll 
 
 
METHODOLOGY NOTE 
 
ComRes interviewed 6,144 adults online between 16th to 25th January 2013. This included 508 respondents from ethnic minorities. Data were weighted to be demographically 
representative of all British adults aged 18+.  ComRes is a member of the British Polling Council and abides by its rules.  
 
 
 
All press releases or other publications must be checked with ComRes before use.  ComRes requires 48 hours to check a press release unless otherwise agreed. 



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

26277986016618472260123171125279229508Unweighted base

28583919017616582655127165141290233523Weighted base

David Cameron's plan to legalise gay marriage is more to do with trying to make the Conservative Party look trendy and modern than because of his convictions

18154495210511852137809487179144323Agree
64%64%54%57%59%71%58%80%66%63%57%62%62%62%62%

341016152422-45222620413576Disagree
12%12%17%16%13%13%-15%9%17%16%14%14%15%15%

69202624482541142645347054124Don't know
24%24%28%27%27%15%42%5%24%21%27%24%24%23%24%

I would have considered voting Conservative at the next election but will definitely not if the Coalition Government legalises same-sex marriage

84311731545432143162457284156Agree
30%37%19%34%31%33%37%9%25%24%37%32%25%36%30%

140384532809232032746256148100248Disagree
49%46%49%35%46%55%35%79%59%58%38%40%51%43%47%

6114292842202392241417048118Don't know
21%17%32%31%24%12%29%13%16%17%25%29%24%21%23%

Marriage should continue to be defined as a life-long, exclusive commitment between a man and a woman

169584764105107716307411086167156323Agree
59%70%52%71%59%64%87%61%54%58%67%61%58%67%62%

70192616454218193135348048128Disagree
25%23%28%18%25%25%13%33%34%25%21%24%27%21%25%

46618102717-27222121432972Don't know
16%7%20%12%15%10%-7%12%17%12%15%15%12%14%
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Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

28583919017616582655127165141290233523Weighted base

Once same-sex marriage is legalised, most people who currently oppose it will change their mind about it

1032328256150*7173263459173164Agree
36%28%31%28%34%30%5%27%31%25%38%32%31%31%31%

123464244768361426707259133113246Disagree
43%55%47%49%43%50%72%53%47%55%43%42%46%49%47%

59142021393225122630376646113Don't know
21%17%22%23%22%20%23%20%22%20%18%26%23%20%22%

The way David Cameron has managed the consultation over legalising same-sex marriage shows that he is prepared to listen to the views and concerns of ordinary voters

962740216168251235686810288190Agree
34%32%44%24%35%41%27%18%23%27%41%48%35%38%36%

90321736645149185744359077167Disagree
32%38%18%39%36%31%42%36%33%45%26%25%31%33%32%

992434335246312253653389868166Don't know
35%29%38%37%29%28%31%46%45%28%32%27%34%29%32%

I am concerned that legalising same-sex marriage is likely to lead to more cases where people who believe in traditional marriage face the sack or demotion at work because of their views

136493956907351019628182130127258Agree
48%58%43%62%51%44%55%38%34%49%49%58%45%55%49%

11024342359724133149583411375188Disagree
39%29%38%26%33%44%45%49%56%39%35%24%39%32%36%

381017112820-36162725473077Don't know
13%12%19%12%16%12%-13%10%13%16%18%16%13%15%
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To which of the following ethnic groups do you consider you belong?Region
Yorkshire

Other&
ethnicNET: Non-SouthSouthEastWestHumbersidNorthNorth
groupChineseBlackAsianMixedwhiteWhiteWestEastLondonEasternWalesMidlandsMidlandseWestEastScotlandTotal

243410924596508-966211248335426451319508Unweighted base

2533107258100523-10562152812375927471517523Weighted base

David Cameron's plan to legalise gay marriage is more to do with trying to make the Conservative Party look trendy and modern than because of his convictions

14157215864323-837135171118321430913323Agree
58%46%67%61%64%62%-82%67%63%61%93%48%54%51%63%59%75%62%

4314381676-1923216135113276Disagree
18%10%13%15%16%15%-9%16%11%7%7%15%21%18%23%21%14%15%

615216121124-19579-14149632124Don't know
24%44%20%24%21%24%-9%17%26%32%-37%24%31%13%20%11%24%

I would have considered voting Conservative at the next election but will definitely not if the Coalition Government legalises same-sex marriage

810199822156--127923816101429156Agree
32%29%18%38%22%30%--22%37%8%27%22%27%37%29%14%50%30%

1113679364248-935891692022102677248Disagree
43%39%63%36%64%47%-91%63%42%56%73%53%37%35%55%47%41%47%

610216714118-184610-9218762118Don't know
25%32%20%26%14%23%-9%15%21%37%-25%36%28%16%38%9%23%

Marriage should continue to be defined as a life-long, exclusive commitment between a man and a woman

12126917851323-73214913519351529611323Agree
49%36%65%69%51%62%-72%58%69%46%46%52%59%56%62%45%62%62%

913214343128-2193276141461577128Disagree
36%38%20%17%43%25%-15%34%15%27%50%37%23%21%31%50%38%25%

491736672-15348*410631-72Don't know
16%26%16%14%6%14%-13%8%16%27%3%11%18%23%7%6%-14%
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To which of the following ethnic groups do you consider you belong?Region
Yorkshire

Other&
ethnicNET: Non-SouthSouthEastWestHumbersidNorthNorth
groupChineseBlackAsianMixedwhiteWhiteWestEastLondonEasternWalesMidlandsMidlandseWestEastScotlandTotal

2533107258100523-10562152812375927471517523Weighted base

Once same-sex marriage is legalised, most people who currently oppose it will change their mind about it

37209044164-2227462101671951164Agree
13%22%19%35%43%31%-21%40%35%20%18%27%26%25%41%32%8%31%

15176710541246-72792141017301120613246Disagree
62%52%63%41%41%47%-66%49%43%49%82%47%51%40%43%39%75%47%

69206316113-16499-101410843113Don't know
25%26%18%24%16%22%-13%11%23%32%-26%23%35%16%30%17%22%

The way David Cameron has managed the consultation over legalising same-sex marriage shows that he is prepared to listen to the views and concerns of ordinary voters

8162510338190-32280941118141685190Agree
33%50%23%40%38%36%-25%40%37%34%38%30%30%51%34%54%30%36%

96417139167-7175955142391928167Disagree
38%20%38%28%38%32%-66%31%27%17%43%39%38%33%40%12%43%32%

710428324166-11676142121941255166Don't know
29%31%39%32%24%32%-9%29%36%49%19%32%31%16%25%34%27%32%

I am concerned that legalising same-sex marriage is likely to lead to more cases where people who believe in traditional marriage face the sack or demotion at work because of their views

9125214738258-4281285511281122512258Agree
38%37%48%57%38%49%-36%50%60%17%40%29%48%39%48%37%66%49%

815427548188-72458177181782084188Disagree
32%46%40%29%48%36%-64%42%27%61%57%50%30%30%44%52%26%36%

7613371477--4296*814942177Don't know
30%17%12%14%14%15%--8%13%22%3%22%23%31%9%10%8%15%
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