
 
 

BBC Breakfast Cost of Living Study 

 
 
 
METHODOLOGY NOTE 
 
ComRes interviewed 1,003 GB adults by telephone between 7th and 11th March 2014. Data were weighted to be representative of all GB adults aged 18+. ComRes is a 
member of the British Polling Council and abides by its rules.  
 
All press releases or other publications must be checked with ComRes before use.  ComRes requires 48 hours to check a press release unless otherwise agreed. 
 
To commission a voting intention poll or a public opinion survey please contact Andrew Hawkins: andrew.hawkins@comres.co.uk  

To register for Pollwatch, a monthly newsletter update on the polls, please email: pollwatch@comres.co.uk 

 



Working StatusRegionSocial GradeAgeGender
Wales

&North
NotPartFullScot-SouthEng-Mid-South

StudentRetiredworkingtimetimelandWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

2632211714339389145251258260327122214340285213188125129635424611003Unweighted base

56243138120441871452522652552312112912712101501711911611205124911003Weighted base

15211820981518434553244749541914224128518095175Improved
27%9%13%17%22%17%13%17%17%21%10%23%17%20%9%9%13%22%17%42%16%19%17%

15795134131255178778295618472676155505227164148312Got worse
27%33%37%28%30%29%35%31%29%32%41%29%29%27%32%40%33%26%32%22%32%30%31%

26143676421247761301391191129915614412375921008141265245511Stayed about the same
46%59%48%53%48%54%52%52%53%47%48%47%54%53%59%50%54%52%50%34%52%50%51%

--221--141-311111--2235Don't know
--2%2%*--*1%*-2%**1%1%*--2%*1%1%
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Cost of Living Survey
CATI Fieldwork : 7th-11th March 2014

Absolutes/col percents

Table 1
CRQ1. Over the last 12 months would you say your personal financial situation has improved, got worse or stayed about the same?
Base: All respondents

Prepared for ComRes by ICM Research



Working StatusRegionSocial GradeAgeGender
Wales

&North
NotPartFullScot-SouthEng-Mid-South

StudentRetiredworkingtimetimelandWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

2632211714339389145251258260327122214340285213188125129635424611003Unweighted base

56243138120441871452522652552312112912712101501711911611205124911003Weighted base

24294640140253371747853568885242639607062107175282Improve
43%12%33%33%32%29%23%28%28%31%23%27%30%31%11%17%23%32%44%51%21%36%28%

125724167916244248605439445248392733241810783190Get worse
22%23%17%14%18%18%17%17%18%24%24%18%15%19%23%26%16%17%15%15%21%17%19%

191526159216468313013611311511015312813380102955839282224507Stay about the same
33%63%44%49%49%53%57%52%51%44%50%52%52%47%63%53%60%50%36%32%55%46%51%

15756-49748565652391151025Don't know
2%2%5%4%1%-3%4%3%2%4%2%2%2%3%3%1%2%5%1%3%2%2%
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Cost of Living Survey
CATI Fieldwork : 7th-11th March 2014

Absolutes/col percents

Table 2
CRQ2. And do you think your own personal financial situation will improve, get worse, or stay the same in the next 12 months?
Base: All respondents

Prepared for ComRes by ICM Research



I expect toI have moreI am spending
My financialhave less moneymoney to spendless on eating
situation isto spend onI have someI put someon non-out and leisure

causing stressnon-essentialmoney left overmoney intoessential itemsactivities now
for me and myitems next yearI spend moreat the end ofsavings everynow than I didthan I did last

familythan I do nowthan I earneach monthmonthlast yearyear

1003100310031003100310031003Unweighted base

1003100310031003100310031003Weighted base

278481192598513269585Agree
28%48%19%60%51%27%58%

715480800383481717392Disagree
71%48%80%38%48%71%39%

942122291726Don't know
1%4%1%2%1%2%3%

Page 5

Cost of Living Survey
CATI Fieldwork : 7th-11th March 2014

Absolutes/col percents

Table 3
CRQ3. Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?

SUMMARY TABLE

Base: All respondents

Prepared for ComRes by ICM Research



Working StatusRegionSocial GradeAgeGender
Wales

&North
NotPartFullScot-SouthEng-Mid-South

StudentRetiredworkingtimetimelandWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

2632211714339389145251258260327122214340285213188125129635424611003Unweighted base

56243138120441871452522652552312112912712101501711911611205124911003Weighted base

28127987525657951571391371391421591451069310111510466317269585Agree
50%52%71%62%58%66%66%62%52%54%60%67%55%54%50%62%59%60%65%55%62%55%58%

2611032451762646881201118565124118995464695155179213392Disagree
47%45%23%38%40%30%32%35%45%43%37%31%43%44%47%36%38%36%31%45%35%43%39%

269*943767748763566-171026Don't know
3%3%6%*2%4%2%3%2%3%3%2%3%3%3%2%3%3%3%-3%2%3%
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Cost of Living Survey
CATI Fieldwork : 7th-11th March 2014

Absolutes/col percents

Table 4
CRQ3. Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?

I am spending less on eating out and leisure activities now than I did last year

Base: All respondents

Prepared for ComRes by ICM Research



Working StatusRegionSocial GradeAgeGender
Wales

&North
NotPartFullScot-SouthEng-Mid-South

StudentRetiredworkingtimetimelandWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

2632211714339389145251258260327122214340285213188125129635424611003Unweighted base

56243138120441871452522652552312112912712101501711911611205124911003Weighted base

25452933135203371697644757576442437504569110159269Agree
44%19%21%27%31%23%23%28%26%30%19%35%26%28%21%16%21%26%28%57%21%32%27%

31192106872986411017719017518213521318716112513113711351394323717Disagree
56%79%77%72%68%74%76%71%72%69%79%64%73%69%77%83%77%72%70%42%77%66%71%

-63173236351385233218917Don't know
-2%2%1%2%3%1%1%2%1%2%1%1%3%3%1%2%2%1%1%2%2%2%
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Cost of Living Survey
CATI Fieldwork : 7th-11th March 2014

Absolutes/col percents

Table 5
CRQ3. Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?

I have more money to spend on non-essential items now than I did last year

Base: All respondents

Prepared for ComRes by ICM Research



Working StatusRegionSocial GradeAgeGender
Wales

&North
NotPartFullScot-SouthEng-Mid-South

StudentRetiredworkingtimetimelandWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

2632211714339389145251258260327122214340285213188125129635424611003Unweighted base

56243138120441871452522652552312112912712101501711911611205124911003Weighted base

3410352642584776117139134841191441668772801238070261252513Agree
60%42%38%53%59%54%52%46%53%53%36%56%49%61%41%48%47%65%50%58%51%51%51%

2313883551803968131124119145921411031217690677948244237481Disagree
40%57%60%46%41%45%47%52%47%47%63%44%49%38%58%51%53%35%49%40%48%48%48%

-2412114222-61221112639Don't know
-1%3%1%1%1%1%1%1%1%1%-2%1%1%1%**1%2%1%1%1%
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Cost of Living Survey
CATI Fieldwork : 7th-11th March 2014

Absolutes/col percents

Table 6
CRQ3. Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?

I put some money into savings every month

Base: All respondents

Prepared for ComRes by ICM Research



Working StatusRegionSocial GradeAgeGender
Wales

&North
NotPartFullScot-SouthEng-Mid-South

StudentRetiredworkingtimetimelandWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

2632211714339389145251258260327122214340285213188125129635424611003Unweighted base

56243138120441871452522652552312112912712101501711911611205124911003Weighted base

391556064279518713416016611511717718913094901148783279319598Agree
69%64%43%53%63%59%60%53%61%65%50%56%61%70%62%62%53%60%54%69%55%65%60%

168074541583357108101851138910477705379727337218165383Disagree
28%33%53%45%36%37%39%43%38%33%49%42%36%29%33%35%46%38%45%31%43%34%38%

2853531104334104103251-14822Don't know
3%3%4%2%1%4%1%4%1%1%1%2%4%2%5%2%1%2%1%-3%2%2%
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Cost of Living Survey
CATI Fieldwork : 7th-11th March 2014

Absolutes/col percents

Table 7
CRQ3. Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?

I have some money left over at the end of each month

Base: All respondents

Prepared for ComRes by ICM Research



Working StatusRegionSocial GradeAgeGender
Wales

&North
NotPartFullScot-SouthEng-Mid-South

StudentRetiredworkingtimetimelandWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

2632211714339389145251258260327122214340285213188125129635424611003Unweighted base

56243138120441871452522652552312112912712101501711911611205124911003Weighted base

153037199012264750575442574024223931482789103192Agree
27%12%27%16%20%14%18%19%19%22%23%20%19%15%11%15%23%16%30%23%17%21%19%

392091001013487411620321419217116922923118312713115811288416383800Disagree
70%86%72%84%79%85%80%81%81%75%74%80%79%85%87%85%77%83%70%73%81%78%80%

241-3132166-6-41-1156512Don't know
4%2%1%-1%1%2%1%*2%3%-2%-2%*-1%1%4%1%1%1%
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Cost of Living Survey
CATI Fieldwork : 7th-11th March 2014

Absolutes/col percents

Table 8
CRQ3. Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?

I spend more than I earn

Base: All respondents

Prepared for ComRes by ICM Research



Working StatusRegionSocial GradeAgeGender
Wales

&North
NotPartFullScot-SouthEng-Mid-South

StudentRetiredworkingtimetimelandWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

2632211714339389145251258260327122214340285213188125129635424611003Unweighted base

56243138120441871452522652552312112912712101501711911611205124911003Weighted base

21127675420941661251301191251071241251088478857452254227481Agree
37%52%48%45%47%47%46%50%49%47%54%51%43%46%51%56%46%45%46%43%50%46%48%

33107625722044731131231289596150138946188977268232249480Disagree
59%44%45%48%50%50%50%45%46%50%41%46%52%51%45%41%52%51%45%57%45%51%48%

2999123614127107178955914-261642Don't know
3%4%6%8%3%3%4%5%5%3%4%3%6%3%4%3%3%4%9%-5%3%4%
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Cost of Living Survey
CATI Fieldwork : 7th-11th March 2014

Absolutes/col percents

Table 9
CRQ3. Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?

I expect to have less money to spend on non-essential items next year than I do now

Base: All respondents

Prepared for ComRes by ICM Research



Working StatusRegionSocial GradeAgeGender
Wales

&North
NotPartFullScot-SouthEng-Mid-South

StudentRetiredworkingtimetimelandWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

2632211714339389145251258260327122214340285213188125129635424611003Unweighted base

56243138120441871452522652552312112912712101501711911611205124911003Weighted base

19446138117214083706487687251393558506235141137278Agree
34%18%44%31%27%24%28%33%27%25%38%32%25%19%18%23%34%26%39%29%28%28%28%

371977582320661021661921891411412142181691141121419683364351715Disagree
66%81%54%68%73%76%71%66%73%74%61%67%74%81%80%76%66%74%60%69%71%71%71%

-23*4-23222151221-22639Don't know
-1%2%*1%-2%1%1%1%1%1%2%*1%1%*-2%2%1%1%1%
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Cost of Living Survey
CATI Fieldwork : 7th-11th March 2014

Absolutes/col percents

Table 10
CRQ3. Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?

My financial situation is causing stress for me and my family

Base: All respondents

Prepared for ComRes by ICM Research



Working StatusRegionSocial GradeAgeGender
Wales

&North
NotPartFullScot-SouthEng-Mid-South

StudentRetiredworkingtimetimelandWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

2632211714339389145251258260327122214340285213188125129635424611003Unweighted base

56243138120441871452522652552312112912712101501711911611205124911003Weighted base

198440611884350102119797882117118667471765749203190394Cost of petrol/diesel
34%35%29%51%43%49%35%40%45%31%34%39%40%43%31%49%42%40%36%41%40%39%39%

20262015731425323255322753452418192934346493158Cost of public
36%11%15%13%17%16%17%13%12%22%14%13%18%17%11%12%11%15%21%29%13%19%16%transport e.g. train

and bus fares

2112979551934072139120106132117130971157683858136244232476Being able to pay
37%53%57%45%44%46%49%55%45%41%57%55%45%36%55%50%49%45%50%30%48%47%47%utility bills e.g. gas,

electric, water,
council tax

18108765716844561171179711110212098886473927836235196431Cost of food shopping
33%44%55%47%38%50%39%46%44%38%48%48%41%36%42%43%43%48%48%30%46%40%43%

23454025105173665655548477568353736474439137101238Being able to afford
42%18%29%21%24%19%25%26%25%22%21%22%26%25%17%25%21%25%27%32%27%21%24%luxuries such as

birthday presents,
holidays etc.

28172833125173454606830796459112638575150105128232Being able to afford
49%7%20%28%28%19%24%21%23%27%13%38%22%22%5%17%23%30%31%41%20%26%23%mortgage/rent payments

9992548517172932171634348743336135446100Cost of childcare
16%4%7%20%11%6%12%7%11%12%7%7%12%12%4%5%3%18%22%10%11%9%10%

-1--21-*-11-1*1*1---123Don't know
-*--*1%-*-**-****1%---***

-3987401015142034231322353219181194425193No answer
-16%6%6%9%12%10%6%8%13%10%6%8%13%15%13%11%6%6%3%8%10%9%
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Cost of Living Survey
CATI Fieldwork : 7th-11th March 2014

Absolutes/col percents

Table 11
CRQ4. Which two or three, if any, of the following things do you worry about the most?
Base: All respondents

Prepared for ComRes by ICM Research



Working StatusRegionSocial GradeAgeGender
Wales

&North
NotPartFullScot-SouthEng-Mid-South

StudentRetiredworkingtimetimelandWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

---143393458111714514870791422452412614510010635262274536Unweighted base

---120441438612515615246129189197168313014312961255307562Weighted base

---241251124334438124147495122340452446104149Increase by 2% or more
---20%28%25%28%26%28%25%26%32%25%25%31%15%18%28%35%39%18%34%27%

---188115132021311113324321920242410475299Increase by less than
---15%18%34%15%16%13%20%23%10%17%22%14%23%15%17%19%17%19%17%18%2%

---5918917435171671953908673969605122136112248Stay about the same
---49%43%39%50%41%46%44%41%41%48%44%47%48%53%42%40%35%53%36%44%

---1436161317134181513111171065193150Decrease
---12%8%1%8%11%11%9%9%14%8%7%9%13%13%7%5%9%8%10%9%

---59--7431455-2193-6815Don't know
---5%2%--6%2%2%1%3%3%3%-2%1%7%2%-2%3%3%
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Cost of Living Survey
CATI Fieldwork : 7th-11th March 2014

Absolutes/col percents

Table 12
CRQ5. In the next 12 months do you expect your pay to...?
Base: All currently in work

Prepared for ComRes by ICM Research


