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METHODOLOGY NOTE 
 
ComRes interviewed 2,030 British adults online from 6th to 7th March 2013. Data were weighted to be demographically representative of all GB adults aged 18+. ComRes is a 
member of the British Polling Council and abides by its rules.  
 
 
 
All press releases or other publications must be checked with ComRes before use.  ComRes requires 48 hours to check a press release unless otherwise agreed. 



RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales &North

Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

162279521535533454286529761411338376403309193103010002030Unweighted base

17629350953651646742658954842630434538632524410359952030Weighted base

721212462752992252022892982421531631861641055314831014Net: Agree
41%41%48%51%58%48%47%49%54%57%50%47%48%51%43%51%49%50%

2537798210080638990794669495524166156322Strongly agree
14%13%15%15%19%17%15%15%16%18%15%20%13%17%10%16%16%16%

47851671932001451391992081641069413710981365327692Tend to agree
27%29%33%36%39%31%33%34%38%38%35%27%36%34%33%35%33%34%

334688797375609490604762613851160159319Tend to disagree
19%16%17%15%14%16%14%16%16%14%15%18%16%12%21%15%16%16%

234668656665637071574344465029107162268Strongly disagree
13%16%13%12%13%14%15%12%13%13%14%13%12%15%12%10%16%13%

5791157143139140122164161117901061068979267320587Net: Disgree
32%31%31%27%27%30%29%28%29%28%30%31%28%27%33%26%32%29%

47801071177810110213689666276937259238191429Don't know
27%27%21%22%15%22%24%23%16%16%20%22%24%22%24%23%19%21%
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Papal questions Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 6th - 7th March 2013

Absolutes/col percents

Table 1
Q.1 Thinking about the upcoming selection of a new Pope, to what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
Is an important tradition
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales &North

Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

162279521535533454286529761411338376403309193103010002030Unweighted base

17629350953651646742658954842630434538632524410359952030Weighted base

921402572612602392112702892411561691751551135424671009Net: Agree
52%48%50%49%50%51%49%46%53%57%51%49%45%48%46%52%47%50%

4568116129114125971161341307792786035243229472Strongly agree
25%23%23%24%22%27%23%20%25%30%25%27%20%19%14%23%23%23%

47721411321461151141551551117977979578299238538Tend to agree
27%25%28%25%28%25%27%26%28%26%26%22%25%29%32%29%24%26%

193576808865449396654649594040122176298Tend to disagree
11%12%15%15%17%14%10%16%18%15%15%14%15%12%17%12%18%15%

611223038252325341818241916123869107Strongly disagree
3%4%4%6%7%5%5%4%6%4%6%7%5%5%5%4%7%5%

2546981091279067118130836473785652160245405Net: Disgree
14%16%19%20%25%19%16%20%24%19%21%21%20%17%21%15%25%20%

591061551651301381482011291028510313211479333283616Don't know
34%36%30%31%25%30%35%34%23%24%28%30%34%35%32%32%28%30%
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Papal questions Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 6th - 7th March 2013

Absolutes/col percents

Table 2
Q.1 Thinking about the upcoming selection of a new Pope, to what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
Needs updating
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales &North

Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

162279521535533454286529761411338376403309193103010002030Unweighted base

17629350953651646742658954842630434538632524410359952030Weighted base

1031562802833062592363123202691771962031681135915361127Net: Agree
58%53%55%53%59%56%55%53%58%63%58%57%53%52%46%57%54%56%

54771181191441291121301411458097806249266247513Strongly agree
31%26%23%22%28%28%26%22%26%34%26%28%21%19%20%26%25%25%

4878162164162130124182179125979912310665325289614Tend to agree
27%27%32%31%31%28%29%31%33%29%32%29%32%33%26%31%29%30%

13245766644638667240383243353480142223Tend to disagree
7%8%11%12%12%10%9%11%13%9%13%9%11%11%14%8%14%11%

691324252012192612131912138324577Strongly disagree
3%3%2%5%5%4%3%3%5%3%4%5%3%4%3%3%5%4%

193369908967508499525150554942112188300Net: Disgree
11%11%14%17%17%14%12%14%18%12%17%15%14%15%17%11%19%15%

55104160164121141141193129104769912810888333271603Don't know
31%36%31%31%23%30%33%33%24%24%25%29%33%33%36%32%27%30%
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Papal questions Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 6th - 7th March 2013

Absolutes/col percents

Table 3
Q.1 Thinking about the upcoming selection of a new Pope, to what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
Should be more transparent
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales &North

Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

162279521535533454286529761411338376403309193103010002030Unweighted base

17629350953651646742658954842630434538632524410359952030Weighted base

397517116820814712120019312181106128117107278383661Net: Agree
22%26%34%31%40%32%28%34%35%28%27%31%33%36%44%27%39%33%

8233550584036435530243128352458115173Strongly agree
4%8%7%9%11%8%8%7%10%7%8%9%7%11%10%6%12%9%

3152137118150108851571389157751018283220268488Tend to agree
18%18%27%22%29%23%20%27%25%21%19%22%26%25%34%21%27%24%

48761251371081071031361491308191786945290204494Tend to disagree
27%26%25%26%21%23%24%23%27%31%27%26%20%21%19%28%21%24%

294272607376536284734553472828133142275Strongly disagree
16%14%14%11%14%16%12%11%15%17%15%15%12%9%11%13%14%14%

761181971971811831551982332041261441259773423346769Net: Disgree
43%40%39%37%35%39%36%34%43%48%42%42%33%30%30%41%35%38%

61100141171127137150191122101979513211263334266600Don't know
35%34%28%32%25%29%35%32%22%24%32%28%34%34%26%32%27%30%
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Papal questions Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 6th - 7th March 2013

Absolutes/col percents

Table 4
Q.1 Thinking about the upcoming selection of a new Pope, to what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
Is fine the way it is
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales &North

Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

162279521535533454286529761411338376403309193103010002030Unweighted base

17629350953651646742658954842630434538632524410359952030Weighted base

1352314074324113553274564783732572912952341668427741616Net: Agree
76%79%80%81%80%76%77%77%87%88%84%84%77%72%68%81%78%80%

9114324924425221221126229426315918617812173496483979Strongly agree
52%49%49%46%49%45%50%45%54%62%52%54%46%37%30%48%49%48%

43881581881591431151941841109910411811393346291637Tend to agree
25%30%31%35%31%31%27%33%34%26%32%30%30%35%38%33%29%31%

34712271211227136161313233052Tend to disagree
1%1%1%2%5%3%3%4%1%*1%2%4%4%5%2%3%3%

254610873873255591726Strongly disagree
1%2%1%1%2%2%2%1%2%2%1%1%1%1%2%1%2%1%

4911183620182516868201818314778Net: Disgree
2%3%2%3%7%4%4%4%3%2%2%2%5%5%7%3%5%4%

3753918669928210855454146707359161174336Don't know
21%18%18%16%13%20%19%18%10%11%14%13%18%23%24%16%18%17%
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Papal questions Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 6th - 7th March 2013

Absolutes/col percents

Table 5
Q.2 To what extent, if at all, do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
It is part of the new Pope's role to try and improve the reputation of the Catholic Church
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales &North

Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

162279521535533454286529761411338376403309193103010002030Unweighted base

17629350953651646742658954842630434538632524410359952030Weighted base

1111573133012952702413263392972032102021551106395371177Net: Agree
63%53%61%56%57%58%57%55%62%70%67%61%52%48%45%62%54%58%

5563148141145139128135150145101108886248292260552Strongly agree
31%21%29%26%28%30%30%23%27%34%33%31%23%19%20%28%26%27%

56941641601501311131911891521011021139362347277624Tend to agree
32%32%32%30%29%28%27%33%34%36%33%30%29%29%26%34%28%31%

123568678353567483442139486351115151266Tend to disagree
7%12%13%13%16%11%13%13%15%10%7%11%12%19%21%11%15%13%

820233839292440361414253324195573129Strongly disagree
5%7%5%7%8%6%6%7%7%3%5%7%9%7%8%5%7%6%

2155921051238180114119573564818670170224395Net: Disgree
12%19%18%20%24%17%19%19%22%13%12%19%21%27%29%16%23%19%

458210513098116105148907166701038464226233459Don't know
25%28%21%24%19%25%25%25%16%17%22%20%27%26%26%22%23%23%
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Papal questions Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 6th - 7th March 2013

Absolutes/col percents

Table 6
Q.2 To what extent, if at all, do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
There should be an upper age limit in the selection of the Pope (e.g. no Pope aged 80 or older)
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales &North

Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

162279521535533454286529761411338376403309193103010002030Unweighted base

17629350953651646742658954842630434538632524410359952030Weighted base

1131993593553743202703924173132102432612171567336671399Net: Agree
64%68%70%66%72%69%63%67%76%73%69%70%68%67%64%71%67%69%

5689165171184167122179197137981331369368336329665Strongly agree
32%30%32%32%36%36%29%30%36%32%32%38%35%29%28%32%33%33%

5711019418418915314821322017511211012612388396338734Tend to agree
32%38%38%34%37%33%35%36%40%41%37%32%33%38%36%38%34%36%

20154558463846564335313431262783101183Tend to disagree
11%5%9%11%9%8%11%10%8%8%10%10%8%8%11%8%10%9%

3131323211721221415111214157334173Strongly disagree
2%4%3%4%4%4%5%4%3%3%4%4%4%4%3%3%4%4%

232858826754677857504246464033115142257Net: Disgree
13%9%11%15%13%12%16%13%10%12%14%13%12%12%14%11%14%13%

4066939976928911973635356796855187186374Don't know
23%23%18%18%15%20%21%20%13%15%17%16%20%21%23%18%19%18%
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Papal questions Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 6th - 7th March 2013

Absolutes/col percents

Table 7
Q.2 To what extent, if at all, do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
The new Pope should be free to retire whenever he wishes
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales &North

Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

162279521535533454286529761411338376403309193103010002030Unweighted base

17629350953651646742658954842630434538632524410359952030Weighted base

8612022921523221717723425324515314914411476468414881Net: Agree
49%41%45%40%45%47%41%40%46%58%50%43%37%35%31%45%42%43%

44531088795101841011001127271554532196190386Strongly agree
25%18%21%16%18%22%20%17%18%26%24%20%14%14%13%19%19%19%

4267121128137117921331531338178906844271223495Tend to agree
24%23%24%24%26%25%22%23%28%31%27%23%23%21%18%26%22%24%

30489399967372112110504765756960173194367Tend to disagree
17%16%18%19%19%16%17%19%20%12%16%19%19%21%25%17%19%18%

5214461653739665328253541363093101195Strongly disagree
3%7%9%11%13%8%9%11%10%7%8%10%11%11%12%9%10%10%

3569137160161110111177163787210011610690266295561Net: Disgree
20%23%27%30%31%24%26%30%30%18%24%29%30%32%37%26%30%28%

55104144161123139139177132103799712610677302286588Don't know
31%36%28%30%24%30%33%30%24%24%26%28%33%33%32%29%29%29%
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Papal questions Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 6th - 7th March 2013

Absolutes/col percents

Table 8
Q.2 To what extent, if at all, do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
All future Popes should have to retire at the age of 85
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales &North

Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

162279521535533454286529761411338376403309193103010002030Unweighted base

17629350953651646742658954842630434538632524410359952030Weighted base

345284781237174105120815053726254157214371Net: Agree
19%18%16%15%24%15%17%18%22%19%16%15%19%19%22%15%21%18%

1012252241261237341618132221184861109Strongly agree
5%4%5%4%8%6%3%6%6%4%6%4%6%7%8%5%6%5%

253959578245626887653140504135109152262Tend to agree
14%13%12%11%16%10%14%12%16%15%10%12%13%13%14%11%15%13%

33511101081089567119131705676827949207204411Tend to disagree
19%18%22%20%21%20%16%20%24%16%18%22%21%24%20%20%21%20%

819445950474747393823323132269586181Strongly disagree
5%6%9%11%10%10%11%8%7%9%7%9%8%10%11%9%9%9%

42701551681581421141661691077810811311075302290592Net: Disgree
24%24%30%31%31%31%27%28%31%25%26%31%29%34%31%29%29%29%

1001712712902352532383172582381761852011521155764911067Don't know
57%58%53%54%46%54%56%54%47%56%58%53%52%47%47%56%49%53%
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Papal questions Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 6th - 7th March 2013

Absolutes/col percents

Table 9
Q.2 To what extent, if at all, do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
The new Pope should come from a country outside Europe
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales &North

Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

162279521535533454286529761411338376403309193103010002030Unweighted base

17629350953651646742658954842630434538632524410359952030Weighted base

8313525924922521723426823221816818616013881515436951Child abuse within the
47%46%51%47%44%47%55%45%42%51%55%54%41%43%33%50%44%47%Catholic Church

2948958670665295116864960573739157172329Improving the global
16%16%19%16%14%14%12%16%21%20%16%17%15%12%16%15%17%16%image of the Catholic

Church

716182436161534341213142030104952100Demonstrating that the
4%6%4%4%7%3%4%6%6%3%4%4%5%9%4%5%5%5%Catholic Church

respects diverse
cultures and religions

51315302517113030161614161512404887The Catholic Church's
3%5%3%6%5%4%2%5%5%4%5%4%4%5%5%4%5%4%role in caring for the

poor, vulnerable and
elderly

1511231720241321293413141367404686Celibacy of priests
9%4%5%3%4%5%3%4%5%8%4%4%3%2%3%4%5%4%

781920142082217732122122402868Promoting the Catholic
4%3%4%4%3%4%2%4%3%2%1%1%3%7%9%4%3%3%Church's position on

gay marriage

571315221215201689716175303262Promoting the Catholic
3%2%3%3%4%2%3%3%3%2%3%2%4%5%2%3%3%3%Church's position on

contraception

1915122420171113831117912372461Women priests
*3%3%2%5%4%4%2%2%2%1%3%4%3%5%4%2%3%

2335965192-*95613922Promoting the Catholic
1%1%1%1%2%1%1%*2%*-*2%1%3%1%1%1%Church's position on

assisted dying /
euthanasia

-3279734613433591119Promoting the Catholic
-1%*1%2%2%1%1%1%*1%1%1%1%2%1%1%1%Church's position on

abortion

671513191212211788131958233861Other
4%2%3%2%4%3%3%4%3%2%3%4%5%1%3%2%4%3%
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Papal questions Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 6th - 7th March 2013

Absolutes/col percents

Table 10
Q.3 In your opinion, which of the following, if any, is the most important single issue facing the new Pope?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales &North

Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

17629350953651646742658954842630434538632524410359952030Weighted base

16333457434942632925212043383683100183None of the above
9%11%7%11%8%11%10%11%5%6%7%6%11%12%15%8%10%9%
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Papal questions Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork : 6th - 7th March 2013

Absolutes/col percents

Table 10
Q.3 In your opinion, which of the following, if any, is the most important single issue facing the new Pope?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes


