
 
 

 

The Sunday People ‘Bedroom Tax’ Study 

 
 
METHODOLOGY NOTE 
 
ComRes interviewed 2,015 UK adults online between the 25th and 26st September 2013. Data were weighted to be representative of all UK adults aged 18+. ComRes is a 
member of the British Polling Council and abides by its rules.  
 
All press releases or other publications must be checked with ComRes before use.  ComRes requires 48 hours to check a press release unless otherwise agreed. 
 
To commission a voting intention poll or a public opinion survey please contact Katharine Peacock: katharine.peacock@comres.co.uk  

To register for Pollwatch, a monthly newsletter update on the polls, please email: pollwatch@comres.co.uk 

 



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

83927050332960358046032138333328223611009152015Unweighted base

86226647943955953843929935933933924010289872015Weighted base

No-one should lose housing benefit under the ‘Bedroom Tax’ unless they refuse to move into suitable smaller accommodation

5081433052603113382831972142002071136475671214Agree
59%54%64%59%56%63%64%66%60%59%61%47%63%57%60%

153719378112117906778616242201199400Disagree
18%27%19%18%20%22%21%22%22%18%18%17%20%20%20%

201528110113683663567787085180221401Don't know
23%19%17%23%24%15%15%12%19%23%21%35%17%22%20%

The ‘Bedroom Tax’ shows how out of touch the Government is with the lives of real people

4651513552602802992541912382191851066505441193Agree
54%57%74%59%50%56%58%64%66%65%54%44%63%55%59%

21077661091511741438086678936227274501Disagree
24%29%14%25%27%32%32%27%24%20%26%15%22%28%25%

18739587012865422835536698151170321Don't know
22%15%12%16%23%12%10%9%10%15%19%41%15%17%16%

David Cameron should abandon the ‘Bedroom Tax’ entirely and think of other ways to save money

4971503512572943072651962432151901006375721209Agree
58%56%73%58%53%57%60%65%68%63%56%42%62%58%60%

19475641031401711337076777745226252477Disagree
22%28%13%23%25%32%30%23%21%23%23%19%22%25%24%

17242648012461413440487295165164329Don't know
20%16%13%18%22%11%9%11%11%14%21%40%16%17%16%
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Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

86226647943955953843929935933933924010289872015Weighted base

The Government should give more money to social housing providers to help those worst hit by the ‘Bedroom Tax’

391140297209252258234158200184162785244921016Agree
45%53%62%48%45%48%53%53%56%54%48%33%51%50%50%

243809313515217912991107819655304256560Disagree
28%30%19%31%27%33%29%31%30%24%28%23%30%26%28%

2294789941541017650527481106200239439Don't know
27%18%19%22%28%19%17%17%14%22%24%44%19%24%22%

It's only fair that people who have spare bedrooms in council or housing association homes should receive less housing benefit

32611913616621625118310112512215187397371768Agree
38%45%28%38%39%47%42%34%35%36%44%36%39%38%38%

3399426418220220819814918314511269441415856Disagree
39%35%55%41%36%39%45%50%51%43%33%29%43%42%42%

19853799114180574952727783190201391Don't know
23%20%17%21%25%15%13%17%14%21%23%35%18%20%19%
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Voting IntentionRegion
York-

shire &
Hum-

East-East Mid-West Mid-ber-Scot-
UKIPLibDemLabConSouth WestSouth EastLondonernWaleslandslandssideNorth WestNorth EastlandTotal

24415354546419931323517586154185168244881682015Unweighted base

233144573477181282262202101141181181222811812015Weighted base

No-one should lose housing benefit under the ‘Bedroom Tax’ unless they refuse to move into suitable smaller accommodation

136813762711121651331276291114103138561121214Agree
58%56%66%57%62%58%51%63%62%64%63%57%62%69%62%60%

5630115934168413719273541431139400Disagree
24%21%20%19%23%24%16%18%19%19%19%23%19%13%21%20%

4132821142850883819233237411430401Don't know
18%23%14%24%16%18%34%19%19%17%18%21%18%17%17%20%

The ‘Bedroom Tax’ shows how out of touch the Government is with the lives of real people

11883454142901361331087891106111144581381193Agree
51%57%79%30%50%48%51%54%77%65%59%61%65%72%76%59%

87365522965102455310335544541327501Disagree
37%25%10%48%36%36%17%26%10%23%30%24%24%17%15%25%

282664106274483401317202723917321Don't know
12%18%11%22%15%16%32%20%13%12%11%15%11%11%10%16%

David Cameron should abandon the ‘Bedroom Tax’ entirely and think of other ways to save money

11490453161891521401047293109106152611311209Agree
49%62%79%34%49%54%54%52%71%66%60%59%68%75%72%60%

8932632086882416216304940481229477Disagree
38%22%11%44%38%29%15%31%16%21%27%22%22%15%16%24%

302358108244781361318233522821329Don't know
13%16%10%23%14%17%31%18%13%13%13%19%10%10%12%16%
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Voting IntentionRegion
York-

shire &
Hum-

East-East Mid-West Mid-ber-Scot-
UKIPLibDemLabConSouth WestSouth EastLondonernWaleslandslandssideNorth WestNorth EastlandTotal

233144573477181282262202101141181181222811812015Weighted base

The Government should give more money to social housing providers to help those worst hit by the ‘Bedroom Tax’

8682394147621301369361719284124461171016Agree
37%57%69%31%34%46%52%46%60%50%51%46%56%57%65%50%

10935832058294477014315854621929560Disagree
47%24%14%43%45%33%18%35%14%22%32%30%28%24%16%28%

3927971253759803926393144361535439Don't know
17%19%17%26%20%21%30%19%26%28%17%24%16%19%19%22%

It's only fair that people who have spare bedrooms in council or housing association homes should receive less housing benefit

1105614129892130968731526368782546768Agree
47%39%25%62%51%46%37%43%31%37%35%38%35%30%25%38%

825835278669682775164838010345110856Disagree
35%40%61%16%36%34%31%38%50%45%46%44%46%56%61%42%

4130801012456843719253533411125391Don't know
18%21%14%21%13%20%32%19%19%18%19%18%18%14%14%19%
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Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

83927050332960358046032138333328223611009152015Unweighted base

86226647943955953843929935933933924010289872015Weighted base

21783164122117120606110610711079278244523More likely
25%31%34%28%21%22%14%21%29%31%32%33%27%25%26%

441128239218324311302191199173143845765161092Makes no difference
51%48%50%50%58%58%69%64%55%51%42%35%56%52%54%

1223944666293713740356023114151265Less likely
14%14%9%15%11%17%16%12%11%10%18%10%11%15%13%

83173134551469142527535975135Don't know
10%6%7%8%10%3%1%3%4%7%8%22%6%8%7%
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Table 2
Q.2 Does Labour's proposal to scrap the ‘Bedroom Tax’ make you more or less likely to vote for them at the next
general election, or does it make no difference?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Voting IntentionRegion
York-

shire &
Hum-

East-East Mid-West Mid-ber-Scot-
UKIPLibDemLabConSouth WestSouth EastLondonernWaleslandslandssideNorth WestNorth EastlandTotal

24415354546419931323517586154185168244881682015Unweighted base

233144573477181282262202101141181181222811812015Weighted base

1728296313058722934395445793053523More likely
7%20%52%6%16%20%28%14%34%28%30%25%36%37%29%26%

16380215276105171101127547997100108441061092Makes no difference
70%55%37%58%58%61%38%63%53%56%53%55%49%55%59%54%

472444120414629351214231827416265Less likely
20%16%8%25%23%16%11%17%12%10%13%10%12%5%9%13%

512195067601018818826135Don't know
2%9%3%11%3%3%23%5%1%6%4%10%3%3%3%7%
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