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METHODOLOGY NOTE

ComRes interviewed 2,034 UK adults online between 16t and 18" August 2013. Data were weighted to be representative of all UK adults aged 18+. ComRes is a member of
the British Polling Council and abides by its rules.

All press releases or other publications must be checked with ComRes before use. ComRes requires 48 hours to check a press release unless otherwise agreed.

To commission a voting intention poll or a public opinion survey please contact Katharine Peacock: Katharine.Peacock@comres.co.uk

To register for Pollwatch, a monthly newsletter update on the polls, please email: pollwatch@comres.co.uk



mailto:andrew.hawkins@comres.co.uk
mailto:pollwatch@comres.co.uk

Table 1

Q.1 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?

Base: All respondents

Total
Unweighted base 2034
Weighted base 2034
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Absolutes/col percents

Agree 935
46%

Disagree 507
25%

Don't know 592

29%

Students today have a wider range of knowledge than students had 30 years ago

Agree 1093
54%

Disagree 570
28%

Don't know 370

18%

Agree 1300
64%

Disagree 412
20%

Don't know 322

Gender Social Grade Employment Sector
Pri-
Male Female 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ AB C1 Cc2 DE Public vate
911 1123 242 276 331 398 335 452 571 620 336 507 244 821
997 1037 242 342 342 363 302 443 544 564 443 483 270 869
School exams such as GCSEs and A-levels, are easier today than they were 30 years ago
501 434 60 146 146 190 151 241 284 251 195 205 134 397
50% 42% 25% 43% 43% 53% 50% 55% 52% 44% 44% 43% 50% 46%
196 311 95 90 81 90 64 88 141 138 109 119 70 208
20% 30% 39% 26% 24% 25% 21% 20% 26% 24% 25% 25% 26% 24%
300 292 87 106 116 82 87 114 119 175 139 159 66 265
30% 28% 36% 31% 34% 23% 29% 26% 22% 31% 31% 33% 24% 30%
502 592 123 199 194 204 153 221 287 286 257 263 159 477
50% 57% 51% 58% 57% 56% 51% 50% 53% 51% 58% 54% 59% 55%
311 259 34 80 83 109 105 160 172 168 101 130 73 220
31% 25% 14% 23% 24% 30% 35% 36% 32% 30% 23% 27% 27% 25%
184 186 85 63 66 50 44 62 85 110 85 90 37 172
18% 18% 35% 18% 19% 14% 14% 14% 16% 19% 19% 19% 14% 20%
Higher school exam results are a result of students today having greater access to more information than in the past, for example through the internet
610 690 129 217 214 243 194 303 324 338 306 332 171 526
61% 67% 54% 63% 62% 67% 64% 68% 60% 60% 69% 69% 63% 60%
216 196 52 62 64 79 67 87 151 111 74 76 62 189
22% 19% 22% 18% 19% 22% 22% 20% 28% 20% 17% 16% 23% 22%
171 151 60 63 65 41 40 53 69 115 63 75 37 155
17% 15% 25% 18% 19% 11% 13% 12% 13% 20% 14% 15% 14% 18%

16%
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Table 1
Q.1 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
Base: All respondents
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Absolutes/col percents

Gender Social Grade Employment Sector
Pri-
Total Male Female 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ AB C1 Cc2 DE Public vate
Weighted base 2034 997 1037 242 342 342 363 302 443 544 564 443 483 270 869
The main purpose of exams should be to help incentivise students to work harder and learn more
Agree 1399 662 736 132 249 213 254 211 340 379 391 302 327 171 586
69% 66% 71% 55% 73% 62% 70% 70% 7% 70% 69% 68% 68% 63% 67%
Disagree 356 181 174 48 61 61 70 58 59 113 88 65 90 61 159
17% 18% 17% 20% 18% 18% 19% 19% 13% 21% 16% 15% 19% 22% 18%
Don't know 279 153 127 61 32 69 39 34 44 52 86 76 66 38 125
14% 15% 12% 25% 9% 20% 11% 11% 10% 10% 15% 17% 14% 14% 14%
The main purpose of exams should be to differentiate students in their abilities and to see which students are the best and worst
Agree 1177 634 543 83 186 161 206 193 347 339 292 242 304 137 484
58% 64% 52% 34% 54% 47% 57% 64% 78% 62% 52% 55% 63% 51% 56%
Disagree 596 237 359 101 106 118 123 84 63 160 184 138 113 100 266
29% 24% 35% 42% 31% 35% 34% 28% 14% 30% 33% 31% 23% 37% 31%
Don't know 261 125 136 57 51 63 33 25 33 44 87 63 66 32 119
13% 13% 13% 24% 15% 18% 9% 8% 7% 8% 16% 14% 14% 12% 14%
Exams are an effective way of measuring young people's abilities
Agree 1272 651 621 106 206 200 229 203 328 339 332 280 321 163 516
63% 65% 60% 44% 60% 58% 63% 67% 74% 62% 59% 63% 66% 61% 59%
Disagree 541 236 305 89 95 91 107 75 82 159 152 124 107 81 238
27% 24% 29% 37% 28% 27% 30% 25% 19% 29% 27% 28% 22% 30% 27%
Don't know 221 110 111 46 41 51 26 24 33 46 80 39 56 25 115
11% 11% 11% 19% 12% 15% 7% 8% 7% 9% 14% 9% 12% 9% 13%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 1

Q.1 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
Base: All respondents

Gender Age Social Grade Employment Sector
Pri-
Total Male Female 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ AB C1 Cc2 DE Public vate
Weighted base 2034 997 1037 242 342 342 363 302 443 544 564 443 483 270 869
Students today have to take too many exams
Agree 702 306 397 113 139 103 131 97 118 212 190 136 164 129 295
35% 31% 38% 47% 41% 30% 36% 32% 27% 39% 34% 31% 34% 48% 34%
Disagree 893 448 445 72 131 152 161 141 235 250 241 197 205 101 372
44% 45% 43% 30% 38% 44% 44% 47% 53% 46% 43% 44% 42% 37% 43%
Don't know 439 243 196 56 72 87 70 64 90 82 132 110 115 40 202
22% 24% 19% 23% 21% 26% 19% 21% 20% 15% 23% 25% 24% 15% 23%
If | were to re-sit all my GCSEs / O-Levels tomorrow, | probably wouldn't do as well as | did in them when | was 16
Agree 984 466 517 102 173 147 175 152 236 274 255 222 233 123 408
48% 47% 50% 42% 50% 43% 48% 50% 53% 50% 45% 50% 48% 46% 47%
Disagree 650 319 331 86 114 115 134 94 106 187 179 133 150 110 283
32% 32% 32% 36% 33% 34% 37% 31% 24% 34% 32% 30% 31% 41% 33%
Don't know 401 211 189 53 55 80 54 56 101 82 130 88 101 37 178
20% 21% 18% 22% 16% 23% 15% 19% 23% 15% 23% 20% 21% 14% 20%
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Q.1 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?

Base: All respondents

Page 4

Absolutes/col percents

Reqion Which of the following best describes your current working status?
Not Retired
York- Work- Work- NET: Not working ona Retired
shire & West East NET: ing ing Not  working and not state with a
Scot- North  North Humb-  Mid- Mid- East- South  South Work- full part  work- seeking seeking pension private House
Total England _land East West _erside lands _lands Wales ern London _ East West ing time time ing work work only pension person
Unweighted base 2034 1784 145 88 242 158 200 139 105 168 282 312 195 1065 707 358 969 130 140 149 355 195
Weighted base 2034 1749 183 81 224 183 183 142 102 203 264 285 183 1139 895 244 895 117 132 151 325 169
School exams such as GCSEs and A-levels, are easier today than they were 30 years ago
Agree 935 802 84 38 106 80 96 67 49 96 123 126 72 531 420 112 404 45 39 80 175 66
46% 46% 46% 47% 47% 44% 52% 47% 48% 47% 46% 44% 39% 47% 47% 46% 45% 38% 29% 53% 54% 39%
Disagree 507 442 35 14 60 50 45 45 30 41 46 71 69 277 208 70 230 29 56 30 63 51
25% 25% 19% 18% 27% 28% 25% 32% 29% 20% 18% 25% 38% 24% 23% 29% 26% 25% 43% 20% 19% 30%
Don't know 592 505 64 29 58 53 42 30 23 67 95 88 42 330 268 63 261 43 37 42 87 52
29% 29% 35% 36% 26% 29% 23% 21% 22% 33% 36% 31% 23% 29% 30% 26% 29% 37% 28% 28% 27% 31%
Students today have a wider range of knowledge than students had 30 years ago
Agree 1093 937 100 40 126 89 113 75 56 119 146 150 79 636 506 130 457 63 70 69 156 99
54% 54% 55% 49% 56% 49% 62% 52% 55% 58% 55% 53% 43% 56% 56% 53% 51% 54% 53% 46% 48% 58%
Disagree 570 483 58 25 60 49 46 45 30 56 55 71 77 294 223 71 277 27 28 58 126 39
28% 28% 32% 30% 27% 27% 25% 31% 29% 28% 21% 25% 42% 26% 25% 29% 31% 23% 21% 38% 39% 23%
Don't know 370 329 25 17 38 45 24 23 16 29 63 63 27 209 167 43 161 27 35 25 43 32
18% 19% 14% 20% 17% 24% 13% 16% 15% 14% 24% 22% 15% 18% 19% 17% 18% 23% 26% 16% 13% 19%
Higher school exam results are a result of students today having greater access to more information than in the past, for example through the internet
Agree 1300 1114 115 50 151 111 120 96 72 137 159 179 110 696 552 145 604 74 85 108 211 124
64% 64% 63% 61% 68% 61% 66% 67% 70% 67% 60% 63% 60% 61% 62% 59% 67% 64% 64% 72% 65% 74%
Disagree 412 357 37 16 42 41 34 32 18 34 50 61 47 251 191 59 161 20 24 24 76 18
20% 20% 20% 20% 19% 22% 19% 22% 18% 17% 19% 21% 26% 22% 21% 24% 18% 17% 18% 16% 23% 11%
Don't know 322 279 31 16 31 31 28 15 12 32 55 45 26 192 152 40 130 22 23 19 39 27
16% 16% 17% 19% 14% 17% 15% 10% 12% 16% 21% 16% 14% 17% 17% 16% 15% 19% 18% 12% 12% 16%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 1

Q.1 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
Base: All respondents

Reqion Which of the following best describes your current working status?
Not Retired
York- Work- Work- NET: Not working ona Retired
shire & West East NET: ing ing Not  working and not state with a
Scot- North  North Humb-  Mid- Mid- East- South  South Work- full part  work- seeking seeking pension private House
Total England _land East West _erside lands _lands Wales ern London _ East West ing time time ing work work only pension person
Weighted base 2034 1749 183 81 224 183 183 142 102 203 264 285 183 1139 895 244 895 117 132 151 325 169

The main purpose of exams should be to help incentivise students to work harder and learn more

Agree 1399 1208 128 57 160 135 133 95 64 137 173 193 124 757 588 170 641 7 84 115 241 124
69% 69% 70% 70% 2% 74% 73% 67% 62% 68% 65% 68% 68% 67% 66% 70% 2% 66% 63% 76% 74% 74%

Disagree 356 303 28 9 38 28 24 25 25 50 32 55 42 219 172 47 137 22 24 20 48 24
17% 17% 15% 11% 17% 15% 13% 18% 25% 24% 12% 19% 23% 19% 19% 19% 15% 19% 18% 13% 15% 14%

Don't know 279 238 28 16 26 20 25 22 13 16 59 37 17 162 135 28 117 18 25 16 36 21
14% 14% 15% 19% 12% 11% 14% 15% 13% 8% 22% 13% 9% 14% 15% 11% 13% 16% 19% 11% 11% 13%

The main purpose of exams should be to differentiate students in their abilities and to see which students are the best and worst

Agree 1177 1014 94 45 132 132 116 76 69 115 141 162 96 622 486 136 555 53 59 118 247 78
58% 58% 51% 55% 59% 2% 63% 53% 68% 56% 53% 57% 53% 55% 54% 56% 62% 45% 45% 78% 76% 46%

Disagree 596 507 66 26 72 26 47 51 23 61 68 87 69 367 288 79 229 46 44 18 55 67
29% 29% 36% 32% 32% 14% 26% 36% 23% 30% 26% 31% 38% 32% 32% 32% 26% 40% 33% 12% 17% 39%

Don't know 261 228 23 11 20 25 21 16 10 28 55 36 18 151 121 29 110 18 29 16 23 24
13% 13% 13% 13% 9% 13% 11% 11% 10% 14% 21% 13% 10% 13% 14% 12% 12% 15% 22% 10% % 14%

Exams are an effective way of measuring young people's abilities

Agree 1272 1094 116 53 152 128 128 87 61 113 142 172 119 680 529 150 592 78 60 116 238 99
63% 63% 63% 66% 68% 70% 70% 61% 60% 56% 54% 60% 65% 60% 59% 62% 66% 67% 46% 7% 73% 58%

Disagree 541 460 46 19 56 37 35 43 34 70 73 82 46 319 251 68 222 27 54 22 62 57
27% 26% 25% 23% 25% 20% 19% 30% 33% 34% 28% 29% 25% 28% 28% 28% 25% 23% 41% 14% 19% 34%

Don't know 221 194 20 10 16 18 20 12 6 20 49 31 17 140 115 26 81 11 18 13 25 13
11% 11% 11% 12% % 10% 11% 9% 6% 10% 19% 11% 9% 12% 13% 10% 9% 10% 14% 9% 8% 8%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 1

Q.1 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
Base: All respondents

Reqion Which of the following best describes your current working status?
Not Retired
York- Work- Work- NET: Not working ona Retired
shire & West East NET: ing ing Not  working and not state with a
Scot- North  North Humb-  Mid- Mid- East- South  South Work- full part  work- seeking seeking pension private House
Total England _land East West _erside lands _lands Wales ern London _ East West ing time time ing work work only pension person
Weighted base 2034 1749 183 81 224 183 183 142 102 203 264 285 183 1139 895 244 895 117 132 151 325 169
Students today have to take too many exams
Agree 702 614 51 18 70 64 71 48 37 73 106 102 63 425 325 99 278 36 58 34 83 66

35% 35% 28% 22% 31% 35% 39% 34% 37% 36% 40% 36% 34% 37% 36% 41% 31% 31% 44% 22% 26% 39%

Disagree 893 755 96 43 108 80 83 68 41 93 78 122 82 473 369 104 420 47 45 80 176 72
44% 43% 53% 53% 48% 44% 45% 47% 40% 46% 29% 43% 45% 42% 41% 43% 47% 40% 34% 53% 54% 42%

Don't know 439 380 36 20 46 40 30 27 23 37 80 61 39 241 201 40 197 34 29 37 66 31
22% 22% 20% 25% 21% 22% 16% 19% 23% 18% 30% 21% 21% 21% 22% 17% 22% 29% 22% 25% 20% 18%

If | were to re-sit all my GCSEs / O-Levels tomorrow, | probably wouldn't do as well as | did in them when | was 16

Agree 984 845 93 44 112 88 93 73 46 95 111 140 89 531 413 118 452 49 65 74 176 89
48% 48% 51% 54% 50% 48% 51% 51% 45% 47% 42% 49% 48% 47% 46% 48% 51% 42% 49% 49% 54% 52%

Disagree 650 557 51 24 71 58 60 41 42 68 75 90 71 393 304 90 257 45 43 48 74 47
32% 32% 28% 29% 32% 32% 33% 29% 41% 33% 28% 32% 39% 35% 34% 37% 29% 38% 32% 32% 23% 28%

Don't know 401 347 39 14 41 37 30 28 14 41 78 55 24 214 178 36 186 23 25 29 75 33
20% 20% 21% 17% 18% 20% 16% 20% 14% 20% 30% 19% 13% 19% 20% 15% 21% 20% 19% 19% 23% 20%
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Table 2
Q.2 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
Base: All respondents
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Absolutes/col percents

Gender Age Social Grade Employment Sector
Pri-
Total Male Female 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ AB C1 Cc2 DE Public vate
Unweighted base 2034 911 1123 242 276 331 398 335 452 571 620 336 507 244 821
Weighted base 2034 997 1037 242 342 342 363 302 443 544 564 443 483 270 869
Ed Miliband should spend more time now outlining what Labour would do in government if they won the next General Election
Agree 1467 77 689 117 213 237 274 251 375 397 401 329 340 183 613
2% 78% 66% 48% 62% 69% 76% 83% 85% 73% 71% 74% 70% 68% 70%
Disagree 123 57 66 19 26 23 18 13 23 44 30 18 31 18 56
6% 6% 6% 8% 8% 7% 5% 4% 5% 8% 5% 4% 6% 7% 6%
Don't know 445 162 282 106 103 82 71 38 45 103 133 97 112 68 201
22% 16% 27% 44% 30% 24% 19% 12% 10% 19% 23% 22% 23% 25% 23%
Ed Miliband's relative quietness over the summer is a welcome break from politicians always trying to force their way into the news
Agree 922 465 457 80 144 147 153 151 248 265 239 189 229 118 377
45% 47% 44% 33% 42% 43% 42% 50% 56% 49% 42% 43% 47% 44% 43%
Disagree 428 240 187 34 66 63 80 72 112 132 113 95 87 39 197
21% 24% 18% 14% 19% 18% 22% 24% 25% 24% 20% 21% 18% 15% 23%
Don't know 684 291 393 128 132 133 130 79 83 146 212 159 167 112 296
34% 29% 38% 53% 39% 39% 36% 26% 19% 27% 38% 36% 34% 41% 34%
The Labour Party understands the concerns of ordinary people better than the Conservatives do
Agree 799 402 397 87 167 131 161 117 136 206 224 184 185 138 342
39% 40% 38% 36% 49% 38% 44% 39% 31% 38% 40% 41% 38% 51% 39%
Disagree 730 389 342 42 74 118 120 131 245 225 181 151 174 73 301
36% 39% 33% 17% 22% 35% 33% 43% 55% 41% 32% 34% 36% 27% 35%
Don't know 505 207 298 113 101 93 81 54 62 113 159 109 124 58 227
25% 21% 29% 47% 30% 27% 22% 18% 14% 21% 28% 24% 26% 22% 26%
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Table 2
Q.2 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
Base: All respondents

Absolutes/col percents
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Gender Age Social Grade Employment Sector
Pri-
Total Male Female 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ AB C1 Cc2 DE Public vate
Weighted base 2034 997 1037 242 342 342 363 302 443 544 564 443 483 270 869
Labour would have a better chance in the next General Election without Ed Miliband as Party leader
Agree 890 492 398 74 127 136 158 150 245 258 235 198 199 109 363
44% 49% 38% 31% 37% 40% 44% 50% 55% 48% 42% 45% 41% 40% 42%
Disagree 322 156 165 32 64 52 68 42 63 95 87 76 64 51 143
16% 16% 16% 13% 19% 15% 19% 14% 14% 17% 15% 17% 13% 19% 16%
Don't know 822 348 474 136 151 154 137 109 134 191 242 169 220 110 364
40% 35% 46% 56% 44% 45% 38% 36% 30% 35% 43% 38% 46% 41% 42%
Labour can't be trusted to run the economy
Agree 880 474 405 62 118 121 157 148 275 268 220 186 205 93 363
43% 48% 39% 26% 34% 35% 43% 49% 62% 49% 39% 42% 42% 34% 42%
Disagree 622 311 311 59 121 121 108 101 111 160 174 143 144 103 256
31% 31% 30% 24% 35% 35% 30% 33% 25% 29% 31% 32% 30% 38% 29%
Don't know 533 212 321 121 104 100 98 53 57 115 169 113 134 74 251
26% 21% 31% 50% 30% 29% 27% 18% 13% 21% 30% 26% 28% 27% 29%
Ed Miliband is ruthless when he wants to be
Agree 507 227 281 50 91 87 80 96 104 122 148 112 124 68 220
25% 23% 27% 21% 26% 25% 22% 32% 24% 22% 26% 25% 26% 25% 25%
Disagree 651 391 261 42 91 112 140 96 170 191 155 149 157 73 287
32% 39% 25% 17% 27% 33% 39% 32% 38% 35% 27% 34% 32% 27% 33%
Don't know 876 380 496 150 161 143 143 110 168 231 261 182 202 129 362
43% 38% 48% 62% 47% 42% 39% 37% 38% 42% 46% 41% 42% 48% 42%
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Table 2
Q.2 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
Base: All respondents

Page 9

Absolutes/col percents

Gender Age Social Grade Employment Sector
Pri-
Total Male Female 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ AB C1 Cc2 DE Public vate
Weighted base 2034 997 1037 242 342 342 363 302 443 544 564 443 483 270 869
Throwing eggs at politicians is never justifiable
Agree 1254 577 677 97 186 195 225 209 342 349 343 258 305 161 492
62% 58% 65% 40% 54% 57% 62% 69% 7% 64% 61% 58% 63% 60% 57%
Disagree 494 302 193 64 89 102 96 71 72 135 123 126 111 68 253
24% 30% 19% 26% 26% 30% 26% 24% 16% 25% 22% 28% 23% 25% 29%
Don't know 286 118 167 81 67 46 42 22 29 60 99 59 68 40 125
14% 12% 16% 33% 20% 13% 11% 7% 6% 11% 17% 13% 14% 15% 14%
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Q.2 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?

Base: All respondents

Page 10

Absolutes/col percents

Reqion Which of the following best describes your current working status?
Not Retired
York- Work- Work- NET: Not working ona Retired
shire & West East NET: ing ing Not  working and not state with a
Scot- North  North Humb-  Mid- Mid- East- South  South Work- full part  work- seeking seeking pension private House
Total England _land East West _erside lands _lands Wales ern London _ East West ing time time ing work work only pension person
Unweighted base 2034 1784 145 88 242 158 200 139 105 168 282 312 195 1065 707 358 969 130 140 149 355 195
Weighted base 2034 1749 183 81 224 183 183 142 102 203 264 285 183 1139 895 244 895 117 132 151 325 169
Ed Miliband should spend more time now outlining what Labour would do in government if they won the next General Election
Agree 1467 1264 129 65 171 137 139 96 74 153 174 199 129 796 635 161 671 76 82 122 278 113
2% 2% 70% 80% 7% 75% 76% 67% 73% 75% 66% 70% 71% 70% 71% 66% 75% 65% 62% 81% 86% 67%
Disagree 123 111 9 4 9 11 11 10 3 10 24 20 12 74 49 25 48 9 6 11 16 5
6% 6% 5% 5% 4% 6% 6% 7% 3% 5% 9% 7% 6% 7% 5% 10% 5% 8% 5% 8% 5% 3%
Don't know 445 374 46 12 44 35 32 37 25 41 66 65 42 269 211 58 176 31 44 18 31 51
22% 21% 25% 15% 20% 19% 18% 26% 24% 20% 25% 23% 23% 24% 24% 24% 20% 27% 33% 12% 10% 30%
Ed Miliband's relative quietness over the summer is a welcome break from politicians always trying to force their way into the news
Agree 922 801 74 40 106 70 80 62 47 103 120 135 86 495 383 112 427 47 47 82 179 71
45% 46% 41% 50% 47% 38% 43% 43% 46% 51% 45% 47% 47% 43% 43% 46% 48% 40% 36% 54% 55% 42%
Disagree 428 380 32 22 56 52 45 31 16 35 45 54 39 236 186 50 192 17 27 32 85 31
21% 22% 17% 27% 25% 29% 24% 22% 16% 17% 17% 19% 21% 21% 21% 20% 21% 15% 20% 21% 26% 18%
Don't know 684 568 77 19 62 61 59 49 39 65 99 96 58 408 326 82 276 53 58 37 61 67
34% 32% 42% 23% 28% 33% 32% 35% 38% 32% 38% 34% 32% 36% 36% 34% 31% 45% 44% 24% 19% 40%
The Labour Party understands the concerns of ordinary people better than the Conservatives do
Agree 799 659 87 43 104 71 69 50 53 66 107 88 61 480 374 106 319 47 52 52 105 62
39% 38% 47% 53% 46% 39% 38% 35% 52% 32% 40% 31% 34% 42% 42% 44% 36% 40% 40% 35% 32% 37%
Disagree 730 650 57 23 73 71 69 56 23 87 78 119 74 374 293 81 356 25 31 71 174 56
36% 37% 31% 28% 33% 39% 38% 39% 23% 43% 29% 42% 41% 33% 33% 33% 40% 21% 23% 47% 53% 33%
Don't know 505 440 39 15 47 41 45 36 25 50 80 78 47 285 228 57 220 45 50 28 47 51
25% 25% 21% 19% 21% 23% 25% 25% 25% 25% 30% 27% 26% 25% 26% 23% 25% 38% 37% 18% 14% 30%
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ONLINE Fieldwork : 16th-18th August 2013

Table 2

Q.2 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?

Base: All respondents

Page 11

Absolutes/col percents

Reqion Which of the following best describes your current working status?
Not Retired
York- Work- Work- NET: Not working ona Retired
shire & West East NET: ing ing Not  working and not state with a
Scot- North  North Humb-  Mid- Mid- East- South  South Work- full part  work- seeking seeking pension private House
Total England _land East West _erside lands _lands Wales ern London _ East West ing time time ing work work only pension person
Weighted base 2034 1749 183 81 224 183 183 142 102 203 264 285 183 1139 895 244 895 117 132 151 325 169
Labour would have a better chance in the next General Election without Ed Miliband as Party leader
Agree 890 781 74 37 107 95 86 60 35 89 119 118 70 472 367 105 419 40 49 76 189 65
44% 45% 40% 46% 48% 52% 47% 42% 35% 44% 45% 42% 38% 41% 41% 43% 47% 35% 37% 50% 58% 38%
Disagree 322 280 19 13 48 32 27 19 22 25 34 45 37 194 155 40 127 20 16 27 43 22
16% 16% 10% 16% 22% 17% 15% 13% 22% 12% 13% 16% 20% 17% 17% 16% 14% 17% 12% 18% 13% 13%
Don't know 822 687 90 31 69 56 70 64 44 90 111 122 76 473 373 100 349 57 67 48 94 82
40% 39% 49% 38% 31% 31% 38% 45% 43% 44% 42% 43% 42% 42% 42% 41% 39% 49% 51% 32% 29% 49%
Labour can't be trusted to run the economy
Agree 880 790 55 33 86 87 82 72 35 97 106 143 84 455 354 101 424 37 36 86 201 64
43% 45% 30% 41% 38% 47% 45% 50% 35% 48% 40% 50% 46% 40% 40% 41% 47% 31% 27% 57% 62% 38%
Disagree 622 522 60 32 90 53 54 39 41 57 72 71 54 359 285 74 263 39 46 43 85 51
31% 30% 33% 40% 40% 29% 30% 27% 40% 28% 27% 25% 30% 31% 32% 30% 29% 33% 34% 28% 26% 30%
Don't know 533 438 69 16 49 44 47 32 26 49 87 71 44 325 256 69 208 42 50 23 39 54
26% 25% 38% 20% 22% 24% 26% 22% 26% 24% 33% 25% 24% 29% 29% 28% 23% 36% 38% 15% 12% 32%
Ed Miliband is ruthless when he wants to be
Agree 507 452 32 18 64 43 59 29 23 39 83 75 41 288 234 54 219 23 26 46 73 51
25% 26% 18% 23% 29% 23% 32% 21% 23% 19% 31% 26% 22% 25% 26% 22% 24% 20% 19% 30% 23% 30%
Disagree 651 565 55 29 81 65 59 49 31 74 63 88 56 360 282 78 292 26 38 53 131 44
32% 32% 30% 36% 36% 36% 32% 35% 31% 37% 24% 31% 31% 32% 31% 32% 33% 23% 29% 35% 40% 26%
Don't know 876 733 96 34 78 75 65 64 47 90 119 122 86 491 379 112 384 67 69 53 121 75

43% 42% 52% 42% 35% 41% 35%
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ONLINE Fieldwork : 16th-18th August 2013

Table 2
Q.2 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
Base: All respondents

Which of the following best describes your current working status?

Reqion
York-
shire & West East
Scot- North  North Humb-  Mid- Mid- East-

Total England _land East _West _erside _lands _lands Wales ern

working and not
seeking seeking

Page 12

Absolutes/col percents

House
person

Weighted base 2034 1749 183 81 224 183 183 142 102 203

Throwing eggs at politicians is never justifiable

Agree 1254 1080 113 46 148 109 124 80 61 122
62% 62% 62% 57% 66% 60% 68% 57% 60% 60%

Disagree 494 422 49 24 53 54 38 34 24 59
24% 24% 27% 30% 24% 29% 21% 24% 23% 29%

Don't know 286 247 21 11 22 20 22 28 17 22
14% 14% 12% 13% 10% 11% 12% 19% 17% 11%
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169

108
64%

31
19%

30
18%

ComRes




Table 3

Q.3 Thinking about each of the following public services in your local area, do you think they have got better or worse over the past three months?

Base: All respondents

Unweighted base
Weighted base
Local state schools

Better

No change

Worse

Local NHS services

Better

No change

Worse

Local authority services such as libraries and waste collection

Total
2034
2034

302
15%

1326
65%

406
20%

230
11%

1055
52%

749
37%

Better

No change

Worse

292
14%

1051
52%

691
34%

Prepared by ComRes
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Absolutes/col percents

Gender Age Social Grade Employment Sector
Pri-
Male Female 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ AB C1 Cc2 DE Public vate
911 1123 242 276 331 398 335 452 571 620 336 507 244 821
997 1037 242 342 342 363 302 443 544 564 443 483 270 869
159 143 52 85 54 35 29 47 97 87 55 63 54 140
16% 14% 21% 25% 16% 10% 10% 11% 18% 15% 13% 13% 20% 16%
662 664 146 199 210 248 195 328 355 373 284 314 160 554
66% 64% 60% 58% 61% 68% 64% 74% 65% 66% 64% 65% 59% 64%
176 230 44 59 77 80 78 68 92 104 104 106 56 175
18% 22% 18% 17% 23% 22% 26% 15% 17% 18% 23% 22% 21% 20%
130 100 38 57 38 27 22 49 69 71 36 54 40 93
13% 10% 16% 17% 11% 7% 7% 11% 13% 13% 8% 11% 15% 11%
518 537 144 170 184 179 148 230 289 300 218 248 112 460
52% 52% 60% 50% 54% 49% 49% 52% 53% 53% 49% 51% 42% 53%
348 400 60 115 120 158 132 164 186 192 189 182 117 316
35% 39% 25% 34% 35% 43% 44% 37% 34% 34% 43% 38% 43% 36%
139 153 51 73 48 33 30 58 91 80 52 69 43 121
14% 15% 21% 21% 14% 9% 10% 13% 17% 14% 12% 14% 16% 14%
521 531 128 171 173 188 150 240 288 302 232 230 125 463
52% 51% 53% 50% 51% 52% 50% 54% 53% 54% 52% 48% 46% 53%
337 354 63 99 122 141 122 144 165 183 159 184 102 286
34% 34% 26% 29% 36% 39% 41% 33% 30% 32% 36% 38% 38% 33%
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Absolutes/col percents

Q.3 Thinking about each of the following public services in your local area, do you think they have got better or worse over the past three months?

Base: All respondents

Total
Weighted base 2034
Local public transport
Better 325
16%
No change 1134
56%
Worse 575

28%

Prepared by ComRes

Gender Age Social Grade Employment Sector
Pri-
Male Female 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ AB C1 Cc2 DE Public vate
997 1037 242 342 342 363 302 443 544 564 443 483 270 869
184 142 63 74 52 29 43 65 97 94 63 71 49 135
18% 14% 26% 22% 15% 8% 14% 15% 18% 17% 14% 15% 18% 16%
569 565 118 181 178 217 174 267 313 316 241 264 139 483
57% 54% 49% 53% 52% 60% 57% 60% 58% 56% 54% 55% 52% 56%
244 331 61 87 113 117 85 111 134 154 139 149 81 252
24% 32% 25% 25% 33% 32% 28% 25% 25% 27% 31% 31% 30% 29%
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Table 3
Q.3 Thinking about each of the following public services in your local area, do you think they have got better or worse over the past three months?
Base: All respondents

Page 15

Absolutes/col percents

Reqion Which of the following best describes your current working status?
Not Retired
York- Work- Work- NET: Not working ona Retired
shire & West East NET: ing ing Not  working and not state with a
Scot- North  North Humb-  Mid- Mid- East- South  South Work- full part  work- seeking seeking pension private House
Total England _land East West _erside lands _lands Wales ern London _ East West ing time time ing work work only pension person
Unweighted base 2034 1784 145 88 242 158 200 139 105 168 282 312 195 1065 707 358 969 130 140 149 355 195
Weighted base 2034 1749 183 81 224 183 183 142 102 203 264 285 183 1139 895 244 895 117 132 151 325 169
Local state schools
Better 302 268 24 7 38 25 28 15 11 23 67 38 27 194 150 45 108 19 14 12 31 31
15% 15% 13% 9% 17% 14% 15% 11% 10% 11% 25% 13% 15% 17% 17% 18% 12% 16% 11% 8% 10% 18%
No change 1326 1129 130 55 140 122 114 102 67 127 146 193 129 714 563 151 612 69 90 109 249 95
65% 65% 71% 68% 63% 67% 62% 71% 66% 63% 55% 68% 71% 63% 63% 62% 68% 59% 68% 72% 7% 56%
Worse 406 353 30 19 46 35 41 26 24 53 52 54 26 231 182 49 175 29 28 30 45 42
20% 20% 16% 23% 21% 19% 23% 18% 23% 26% 20% 19% 14% 20% 20% 20% 20% 25% 21% 20% 14% 25%
Local NHS services
Better 230 205 18 8 26 21 22 14 7 12 49 33 21 133 109 24 97 15 8 17 35 22
11% 12% 10% 10% 12% 11% 12% 10% 7% 6% 18% 12% 12% 12% 12% 10% 11% 13% 6% 11% 11% 13%
No change 1055 892 116 42 119 88 80 77 47 103 131 138 113 573 451 121 483 64 88 73 179 78
52% 51% 63% 52% 53% 48% 44% 54% 46% 51% 50% 48% 62% 50% 50% 50% 54% 54% 67% 48% 55% 46%
Worse 749 652 50 31 79 74 81 52 47 89 85 114 49 433 334 99 316 39 36 61 111 69
37% 37% 27% 38% 35% 40% 44% 36% 46% 44% 32% 40% 27% 38% 37% 40% 35% 33% 27% 40% 34% 41%
Local authority services such as libraries and waste collection
Better 292 253 25 6 32 24 27 19 14 24 52 45 24 164 119 45 128 21 17 28 35 27
14% 14% 14% 8% 14% 13% 15% 13% 14% 12% 20% 16% 13% 14% 13% 18% 14% 18% 13% 18% 11% 16%
No change 1051 898 101 40 92 83 92 76 52 116 145 150 103 588 455 133 464 50 64 77 193 80
52% 51% 55% 50% 41% 45% 50% 53% 51% 57% 55% 53% 56% 52% 51% 54% 52% 42% 49% 51% 59% 47%
Worse 691 599 56 34 100 75 64 48 36 63 67 90 56 387 321 67 303 46 51 47 97 62

34% 34% 31% 42% 45% 41% 35% 34% 35% 31% 25% 32% 31% 34% 36% 27% 34% 40% 38% 31% 30%

37%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 3

Q.3 Thinking about each of the following public services in your local area, do you think they have got better or worse over the past three months?
Base: All respondents

Reqion Which of the following best describes your current working status?
Not Retired
York- Work- Work- NET: Not working ona Retired
shire & West East NET: ing ing Not  working and not state with a
Scot- North  North Humb-  Mid- Mid- East- South  South Work- full part  work- seeking seeking pension private House
Total England _land East West _erside lands _lands Wales ern London _ East West ing time time ing work work only pension person
Weighted base 2034 1749 183 81 224 183 183 142 102 203 264 285 183 1139 895 244 895 117 132 151 325 169
Local public transport
Better 325 289 21 4 43 16 23 28 15 25 82 46 21 184 145 39 141 24 22 25 46 24

16% 17% 11% 5% 19% 9% 13% 19% 15% 12% 31% 16% 12% 16% 16% 16% 16% 21% 16% 17% 14% 14%

No change 1134 955 115 35 102 114 104 80 63 103 143 165 110 622 483 139 512 57 73 92 209 81
56% 55% 63% 43% 46% 62% 57% 56% 62% 51% 54% 58% 60% 55% 54% 57% 57% 49% 55% 61% 64% 48%

Worse 575 505 47 42 79 54 56 35 23 75 39 73 52 333 266 67 242 35 38 34 70 65
28% 29% 26% 52% 35% 29% 30% 24% 23% 37% 15% 26% 29% 29% 30% 27% 27% 30% 29% 22% 21% 38%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 4

Q.4 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
Base: All respondents

Gender Age Social Grade Employment Sector

_Total Male Female 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ AB Cl C2 DE Public \|7artlt;
Unweighted base 2034 911 1123 242 276 331 398 335 452 571 620 336 507 244 821
Weighted base 2034 997 1037 242 342 342 363 302 443 544 564 443 483 270 869

The way the Government is going about cutting public spending is fair

Agree 583 344 239 55 90 71 76 91 201 212 142 112 117 55 249
29% 34% 23% 23% 26% 21% 21% 30% 45% 39% 25% 25% 24% 20% 29%

Disagree 1101 499 601 101 179 210 238 177 196 239 304 270 287 178 447
54% 50% 58% 42% 52% 61% 66% 59% 44% 44% 54% 61% 59% 66% 51%

Don't know 350 154 196 86 74 61 49 34 46 92 118 61 80 36 173
17% 15% 19% 36% 22% 18% 14% 11% 10% 17% 21% 14% 16% 13% 20%

The Government is cutting public spending too much and too quickly

Agree 1140 521 619 113 206 208 243 175 195 250 331 260 298 200 457
56% 52% 60% 47% 60% 61% 67% 58% 44% 46% 59% 59% 62% 74% 53%

Disagree 553 329 223 35 69 7 78 94 201 206 126 114 107 45 239
27% 33% 22% 14% 20% 22% 22% 31% 45% 38% 22% 26% 22% 17% 27%

Don't know 341 147 195 94 67 58 41 33 47 88 107 69 78 25 173
17% 15% 19% 39% 20% 17% 11% 11% 11% 16% 19% 16% 16% 9% 20%

Things in this country are generally heading in the right direction

Agree 725 418 307 63 104 89 103 121 244 241 170 157 156 76 291
36% 42% 30% 26% 30% 26% 28% 40% 55% 44% 30% 35% 32% 28% 33%

Disagree 916 405 511 86 163 186 200 136 145 210 260 209 238 142 395
45% 41% 49% 36% 48% 54% 55% 45% 33% 39% 46% 47% 49% 53% 45%

Don't know 393 174 220 92 76 67 59 45 54 93 134 7 89 51 183
19% 17% 21% 38% 22% 20% 16% 15% 12% 17% 24% 17% 18% 19% 21%
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Table 4

Q.4 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?

Base: All respondents

Page 18

Absolutes/col percents

Gender Age Social Grade Employment Sector
Pri-
Total Male Female 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ AB C1 Cc2 DE Public vate
Weighted base 2034 997 1037 242 342 342 363 302 443 544 564 443 483 270 869
The UK is on course for another wave of recession
Agree 786 343 443 87 157 159 164 105 113 168 233 175 210 134 335
39% 34% 43% 36% 46% 46% 45% 35% 26% 31% 41% 39% 43% 50% 39%
Disagree 619 368 251 47 69 81 103 111 208 206 145 145 123 62 248
30% 37% 24% 19% 20% 24% 28% 37% 47% 38% 26% 33% 26% 23% 28%
Don't know 629 286 344 107 117 103 95 86 121 170 187 123 150 74 287
31% 29% 33% 44% 34% 30% 26% 29% 27% 31% 33% 28% 31% 27% 33%
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Table 4

ONLINE Fieldwork : 16th-18th August 2013

ITV News Index Survey

Q.4 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?

Base: All respondents

Reqion

Page 19

Absolutes/col percents

Which of the following best describes your current working status?

York-

shire & West

Scot- North  North Humb-

Total England _land East _West _erside

Unweighted base 2034 1784 145 88 242
Weighted base 2034 1749 183 81 224

The way the Government is going about cutting public spending is fair

158
183

Agree 583 516 48 16 63 58
29% 30% 26% 20% 28% 32%
Disagree 1101 922 110 57 122 97
54% 53% 60% 70% 55% 53%
Don't know 350 311 25 8 38 28
17% 18% 14% 10% 17% 15%
The Government is cutting public spending too much and too quickly
Agree 1140 950 123 57 122 111
56% 54% 67% 70% 55% 61%
Disagree 553 499 33 16 70 47
27% 29% 18% 20% 31% 26%
Don't know 341 300 28 8 32 25
17% 17% 15% 10% 14% 14%
Things in this country are generally heading in the right direction
Agree 725 636 53 21 94 62
36% 36% 29% 25% 42% 34%
Disagree 916 779 91 43 101 83
45% 45% 50% 53% 45% 45%
Don't know 393 334 39 18 28 38

19% 19% 21% 22% 13%
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21%

Mid-

lands

200
183

55
30%

100
55%

28
15%

105
57%

46
25%

32
17%

63
34%

87
48%

33
18%

East
Mid-

lands

139
142

45
32%

75
53%

22
15%

73
51%

49
34%

21
15%

54
38%

66
46%

23
16%

Wales
105
102

19
19%

68
67%

14
14%

67
66%

21
21%

14
13%

36
35%

46
45%

20
20%

Not Retired
Work- Work- NET: Not working ona Retired
NET: ing ing Not  working and not state with a
East- South  South Work- full part  work- seeking seeking pension private House
ern London _ East West ing time time ing work work only pension person
168 282 312 195 1065 707 358 969 130 140 149 355 195
203 264 285 183 1139 895 244 895 117 132 151 325 169
59 75 87 57 304 236 69 279 14 25 56 155 30
29% 29% 31% 31% 27% 26% 28% 31% 12% 19% 37% 48% 18%
117 120 135 98 626 498 127 475 73 71 79 142 109
58% 45% 48% 54% 55% 56% 52% 53% 62% 54% 52% 44% 65%
27 69 62 28 209 161 48 141 30 37 17 28 30
13% 26% 22% 15% 18% 18% 20% 16% 26% 28% 11% 9% 17%
117 135 138 92 657 523 134 483 76 75 82 137 112
58% 51% 48% 50% 58% 58% 55% 54% 65% 57% 54% 42% 66%
62 66 81 62 284 214 70 269 12 21 49 157 30
30% 25% 29% 34% 25% 24% 29% 30% 11% 16% 32% 48% 17%
24 63 66 29 198 158 40 143 28 36 20 31 28
12% 24% 23% 16% 17% 18% 16% 16% 24% 27% 13% 10% 16%
81 90 99 73 368 281 87 357 27 24 67 187 52
40% 34% 35% 40% 32% 31% 36% 40% 23% 18% 44% 58% 31%
94 98 127 78 537 433 104 379 60 71 66 96 86
46% 37% 45% 43% 47% 48% 42% 42% 52% 53% 44% 30% 51%
28 76 58 32 235 181 54 159 29 37 18 42 32

14%

29%

21%

17%

21%

20%

22%

18%

25%

28%

12%

13% 19%
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ITV News Index Survey

Q.4 Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?

Base: All respondents

Page 20

Absolutes/col percents

Reqion Which of the following best describes your current working status?
Not Retired
York- Work- Work- NET: Not working ona Retired
shire & West East NET: ing ing Not  working and not state with a
Scot- North  North Humb-  Mid- Mid- East- South  South Work- full part  work- seeking seeking pension private House
Total England _land East West _erside lands _lands Wales ern London _ East West ing time time ing work work only pension person
Weighted base 2034 1749 183 81 224 183 183 142 102 203 264 285 183 1139 895 244 895 117 132 151 325 169
The UK is on course for another wave of recession
Agree 786 681 65 38 82 77 75 54 40 93 103 100 59 469 385 84 317 54 50 51 81 81
39% 39% 36% 47% 37% 42% 41% 38% 39% 46% 39% 35% 32% 41% 43% 34% 35% 46% 38% 34% 25% 48%
Disagree 619 543 50 16 85 51 54 55 25 64 65 94 58 310 233 77 309 19 26 55 165 43
30% 31% 27% 20% 38% 28% 30% 38% 25% 32% 25% 33% 32% 27% 26% 32% 35% 17% 19% 37% 51% 26%
Don't know 629 525 68 27 56 55 54 34 37 46 97 91 66 360 277 83 269 43 57 45 80 45
31% 30% 37% 34% 25% 30% 29% 24% 36% 23% 37% 32% 36% 32% 31% 34% 30% 37% 43% 30% 24% 27%
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