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BBC Newsnight Recession Survey
CATI Fieldwork : February 6th-8th 2009

Gender Age Social Grade Region
Wales

North &
South Mid- Eng- South Scot-

Total Male Female 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ AB C1 C2 DE East lands land West land

Unweighted base 1017 477 540 80 106 190 208 214 219 361 228 169 259 262 264 251 148 92

Weighted base 1017 488 529 121 161 201 171 151 212 264 295 214 244 266 266 251 143 89

NET: Likely 697 321 376 78 105 151 122 105 136 168 202 162 164 163 195 161 115 63
68% 66% 71% 64% 65% 75% 71% 70% 64% 64% 69% 76% 67% 61% 73% 64% 80% 70%

Very Likely (4) 479 215 264 52 85 108 78 75 82 107 142 113 117 109 137 117 75 40
47% 44% 50% 43% 53% 54% 45% 50% 39% 41% 48% 53% 48% 41% 52% 47% 52% 45%

Fairly Likely (3) 218 106 112 26 21 43 44 30 54 61 61 49 47 54 58 44 40 23
21% 22% 21% 22% 13% 21% 26% 20% 26% 23% 21% 23% 19% 20% 22% 17% 28% 25%

Fairly Unlikely (2) 80 38 42 12 9 9 11 14 24 33 19 8 19 27 20 17 9 7
8% 8% 8% 10% 6% 5% 7% 9% 12% 13% 7% 4% 8% 10% 8% 7% 6% 8%

Very Unlikely (1) 76 47 28 8 4 8 11 11 34 14 23 16 23 23 15 22 10 6
7% 10% 5% 7% 3% 4% 6% 7% 16% 5% 8% 7% 10% 9% 5% 9% 7% 7%

NET: Unlikely 156 85 70 20 13 17 22 24 59 47 42 24 42 50 35 38 19 13
15% 18% 13% 17% 8% 8% 13% 16% 28% 18% 14% 11% 17% 19% 13% 15% 13% 15%

It has already happened 165 82 83 23 43 34 27 21 17 49 50 28 38 53 36 52 10 14
16% 17% 16% 19% 26% 17% 16% 14% 8% 19% 17% 13% 16% 20% 14% 21% 7% 15%

Mean 3.29 3.20 3.37 3.24 3.57 3.50 3.31 3.31 2.94 3.22 3.31 3.40 3.25 3.17 3.38 3.29 3.35 3.26

Standard deviation 0.96 1.02 0.90 0.97 0.78 0.80 0.91 0.96 1.12 0.93 0.97 0.92 1.03 1.03 0.89 1.02 0.90 0.95

Standard error 0.03 0.05 0.04 0.12 0.09 0.06 0.07 0.07 0.08 0.05 0.07 0.08 0.07 0.07 0.06 0.07 0.08 0.11

Table 1
Q.1 How likely do you think it is that someone you know will lose their job during this recession?
Base: All respondents
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Gender Age Social Grade Region
Wales

North &
South Mid- Eng- South Scot-

Total Male Female 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ AB C1 C2 DE East lands land West land

Unweighted base 861 399 462 64 78 157 174 185 203 303 192 147 219 215 229 202 135 80

Weighted base 852 406 446 98 119 168 144 129 195 215 245 186 206 214 230 199 133 76

NET: Likely 697 321 376 78 105 151 122 105 136 168 202 162 164 163 195 161 115 63
82% 79% 84% 79% 89% 90% 84% 81% 70% 78% 83% 87% 80% 77% 85% 81% 86% 82%

Very Likely (4) 479 215 264 52 85 108 78 75 82 107 142 113 117 109 137 117 75 40
56% 53% 59% 53% 72% 64% 54% 58% 42% 50% 58% 61% 57% 51% 60% 59% 56% 52%

Fairly Likely (3) 218 106 112 26 21 43 44 30 54 61 61 49 47 54 58 44 40 23
26% 26% 25% 27% 17% 26% 31% 23% 28% 28% 25% 26% 23% 25% 25% 22% 30% 30%

Fairly Unlikely (2) 80 38 42 12 9 9 11 14 24 33 19 8 19 27 20 17 9 7
9% 9% 9% 13% 8% 5% 8% 11% 13% 15% 8% 5% 9% 13% 9% 8% 7% 9%

Very Unlikely (1) 76 47 28 8 4 8 11 11 34 14 23 16 23 23 15 22 10 6
9% 12% 6% 8% 3% 5% 8% 8% 18% 6% 9% 8% 11% 11% 6% 11% 7% 8%

NET: Unlikely 156 85 70 20 13 17 22 24 59 47 42 24 42 50 35 38 19 13
18% 21% 16% 21% 11% 10% 16% 19% 30% 22% 17% 13% 20% 23% 15% 19% 14% 18%

Mean 3.29 3.20 3.37 3.24 3.57 3.50 3.31 3.31 2.94 3.22 3.31 3.40 3.25 3.17 3.38 3.29 3.35 3.26

Standard deviation 0.96 1.02 0.90 0.97 0.78 0.80 0.91 0.96 1.12 0.93 0.97 0.92 1.03 1.03 0.89 1.02 0.90 0.95

Standard error 0.03 0.05 0.04 0.12 0.09 0.06 0.07 0.07 0.08 0.05 0.07 0.08 0.07 0.07 0.06 0.07 0.08 0.11

Table 2
Q.1 How likely do you think it is that someone you know will lose their job during this recession?
Base: All respondents (excluding those for whom it has already happened)
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Gender Age Social Grade Region
Wales

North &
South Mid- Eng- South Scot-

Total Male Female 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ AB C1 C2 DE East lands land West land

Unweighted base 1017 477 540 80 106 190 208 214 219 361 228 169 259 262 264 251 148 92

Weighted base 1017 488 529 121 161 201 171 151 212 264 295 214 244 266 266 251 143 89

NET: Likely 405 188 217 55 75 87 67 56 67 80 117 109 99 97 118 96 62 31
40% 38% 41% 45% 46% 43% 39% 37% 31% 30% 40% 51% 41% 37% 44% 38% 43% 34%

Very Likely (4) 223 100 124 29 47 55 30 29 34 38 61 66 58 53 69 51 40 11
22% 20% 23% 24% 29% 27% 17% 20% 16% 14% 21% 31% 24% 20% 26% 20% 28% 12%

Fairly Likely (3) 182 88 93 26 28 32 37 26 33 42 56 42 42 44 49 45 23 20
18% 18% 18% 21% 17% 16% 22% 17% 15% 16% 19% 20% 17% 17% 19% 18% 16% 22%

Fairly Unlikely (2) 248 111 137 29 34 59 42 39 45 81 75 42 49 66 70 53 35 24
24% 23% 26% 24% 21% 29% 25% 26% 21% 31% 26% 20% 20% 25% 26% 21% 24% 26%

Very Unlikely (1) 280 159 121 25 39 37 49 42 88 89 76 48 67 86 62 69 37 27
28% 33% 23% 21% 24% 18% 29% 28% 42% 34% 26% 23% 27% 32% 23% 28% 26% 30%

NET: Unlikely 528 270 258 54 73 96 91 81 133 170 152 91 116 152 132 122 72 51
52% 55% 49% 45% 45% 48% 53% 53% 63% 64% 51% 42% 47% 57% 50% 49% 50% 57%

It has already happened 84 30 54 12 13 19 13 14 12 15 26 14 29 17 16 32 10 8
8% 6% 10% 10% 8% 9% 8% 10% 6% 6% 9% 7% 12% 6% 6% 13% 7% 9%

Mean 2.37 2.28 2.46 2.53 2.56 2.57 2.30 2.32 2.06 2.12 2.38 2.64 2.42 2.26 2.50 2.36 2.49 2.17

Standard deviation 1.15 1.16 1.13 1.12 1.19 1.12 1.10 1.13 1.14 1.06 1.12 1.18 1.19 1.14 1.14 1.16 1.18 1.04

Standard error 0.04 0.05 0.05 0.13 0.12 0.09 0.08 0.08 0.08 0.06 0.08 0.09 0.08 0.07 0.07 0.08 0.10 0.11

Table 3
Q.2 How likely or unlikely do you think it is that you or someone in your immediate family will lose their job during this recession?
Base: All respondents
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Gender Age Social Grade Region
Wales

North &
South Mid- Eng- South Scot-

Total Male Female 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ AB C1 C2 DE East lands land West land

Unweighted base 939 448 491 72 98 174 192 195 208 344 209 157 229 246 249 222 138 84

Weighted base 933 458 475 109 148 182 158 137 200 250 269 199 215 249 250 219 134 81

NET: Likely 405 188 217 55 75 87 67 56 67 80 117 109 99 97 118 96 62 31
43% 41% 46% 50% 51% 48% 42% 41% 33% 32% 44% 55% 46% 39% 47% 44% 47% 38%

Very Likely (4) 223 100 124 29 47 55 30 29 34 38 61 66 58 53 69 51 40 11
24% 22% 26% 26% 32% 30% 19% 22% 17% 15% 23% 33% 27% 21% 28% 23% 30% 13%

Fairly Likely (3) 182 88 93 26 28 32 37 26 33 42 56 42 42 44 49 45 23 20
19% 19% 20% 24% 19% 17% 23% 19% 16% 17% 21% 21% 19% 18% 20% 21% 17% 25%

Fairly Unlikely (2) 248 111 137 29 34 59 42 39 45 81 75 42 49 66 70 53 35 24
27% 24% 29% 27% 23% 32% 27% 28% 22% 33% 28% 21% 23% 26% 28% 24% 26% 29%

Very Unlikely (1) 280 159 121 25 39 37 49 42 88 89 76 48 67 86 62 69 37 27
30% 35% 25% 23% 26% 20% 31% 31% 44% 36% 28% 24% 31% 34% 25% 32% 27% 33%

NET: Unlikely 528 270 258 54 73 96 91 81 133 170 152 91 116 152 132 122 72 51
57% 59% 54% 50% 49% 52% 58% 59% 67% 68% 56% 45% 54% 61% 53% 56% 53% 62%

Mean 2.37 2.28 2.46 2.53 2.56 2.57 2.30 2.32 2.06 2.12 2.38 2.64 2.42 2.26 2.50 2.36 2.49 2.17

Standard deviation 1.15 1.16 1.13 1.12 1.19 1.12 1.10 1.13 1.14 1.06 1.12 1.18 1.19 1.14 1.14 1.16 1.18 1.04

Standard error 0.04 0.05 0.05 0.13 0.12 0.09 0.08 0.08 0.08 0.06 0.08 0.09 0.08 0.07 0.07 0.08 0.10 0.11

Table 4
Q.2 How likely or unlikely do you think it is that you or someone in your immediate family will lose their job during this recession?
Base: All respondents (excluding those for whom it has already happened)
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Gender Age Social Grade Region
Wales

North &
South Mid- Eng- South Scot-

Total Male Female 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ AB C1 C2 DE East lands land West land

Unweighted base 1017 477 540 80 106 190 208 214 219 361 228 169 259 262 264 251 148 92

Weighted base 1017 488 529 121 161 201 171 151 212 264 295 214 244 266 266 251 143 89

NET: Damaging 734 343 391 96 141 177 142 99 79 198 225 152 159 187 197 190 96 64
72% 70% 74% 80% 87% 88% 83% 66% 37% 75% 76% 71% 65% 70% 74% 76% 67% 72%

Very damaging (4) 547 243 304 65 113 135 111 65 59 145 174 117 111 140 150 139 76 42
54% 50% 58% 54% 70% 67% 65% 43% 28% 55% 59% 55% 45% 53% 56% 56% 53% 47%

Fairly damaging (3) 187 100 87 31 28 43 31 34 21 53 51 35 49 47 47 51 19 22
18% 21% 16% 25% 17% 21% 18% 23% 10% 20% 17% 16% 20% 18% 18% 20% 14% 25%

Not particularly (2) 102 58 44 19 8 16 18 15 26 30 27 28 17 27 26 20 18 12
damaging 10% 12% 8% 16% 5% 8% 11% 10% 12% 11% 9% 13% 7% 10% 10% 8% 12% 13%

Not at all damaging (1) 180 87 93 5 12 8 11 37 107 36 43 33 68 52 43 41 30 14
18% 18% 18% 4% 8% 4% 6% 24% 51% 14% 14% 16% 28% 20% 16% 16% 21% 15%

NET: Not damaging 283 145 138 25 20 24 29 52 132 67 70 61 85 79 69 61 48 25
28% 30% 26% 20% 13% 12% 17% 34% 63% 25% 24% 29% 35% 30% 26% 24% 33% 28%

Mean 3.08 3.02 3.14 3.29 3.50 3.51 3.41 2.84 2.15 3.16 3.21 3.11 2.83 3.03 3.14 3.15 2.99 3.04

Standard deviation 1.16 1.15 1.16 0.89 0.90 0.81 0.92 1.22 1.30 1.09 1.11 1.14 1.27 1.19 1.14 1.13 1.23 1.10

Standard error 0.04 0.05 0.05 0.10 0.09 0.06 0.06 0.08 0.09 0.06 0.07 0.09 0.08 0.07 0.07 0.07 0.10 0.11

Table 5
Q.3 How financially damaging would it be to you and/or your family if you/your partner lost your job? Or If you/your partner has lost their job
how damaging has it been?
Base: All respondents



Prepared by ComRes

BBC Newsnight Recession Survey
CATI Fieldwork : February 6th-8th 2009

Gender Age Social Grade Region
Wales

North &
South Mid- Eng- South Scot-

Total Male Female 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ AB C1 C2 DE East lands land West land

Unweighted base 1017 477 540 80 106 190 208 214 219 361 228 169 259 262 264 251 148 92

Weighted base 1017 488 529 121 161 201 171 151 212 264 295 214 244 266 266 251 143 89

If there is a British person
willing and able to do a job
there is no reason why a
company should be allowed
to bring someone in from
abroad

Agree 606 285 321 79 105 108 99 93 122 132 180 142 152 153 151 163 84 55
60% 58% 61% 66% 65% 54% 58% 62% 58% 50% 61% 66% 62% 57% 57% 65% 59% 61%

Disagree 376 191 185 37 54 81 67 53 85 124 103 63 86 100 107 83 55 31
37% 39% 35% 31% 34% 40% 39% 35% 40% 47% 35% 30% 35% 38% 40% 33% 38% 35%

Don't know 35 12 23 5 2 13 5 5 5 9 12 8 5 14 8 6 4 3
3% 2% 4% 4% 1% 6% 3% 3% 2% 3% 4% 4% 2% 5% 3% 2% 3% 3%

The government should
spend less money on saving
banks and more on saving
jobs

Agree 805 373 432 102 127 153 136 115 171 185 251 168 201 194 219 210 118 63
79% 77% 82% 85% 79% 76% 80% 76% 81% 70% 85% 79% 82% 73% 82% 84% 82% 70%

Disagree 170 100 70 12 32 40 29 29 28 68 34 37 31 60 41 30 20 18
17% 20% 13% 10% 20% 20% 17% 19% 13% 26% 12% 17% 13% 22% 16% 12% 14% 20%

Don't know 42 15 27 6 3 8 6 6 13 11 9 9 12 12 5 11 5 8
4% 3% 5% 5% 2% 4% 3% 4% 6% 4% 3% 4% 5% 5% 2% 4% 3% 9%

The Conservatives would
have handled this economic
crisis better

Agree 427 215 212 59 88 65 61 61 94 103 139 101 85 104 123 108 71 22
42% 44% 40% 48% 54% 32% 36% 40% 45% 39% 47% 47% 35% 39% 46% 43% 50% 24%

Disagree 488 239 249 40 61 115 98 81 93 140 133 88 128 131 113 123 59 62
48% 49% 47% 33% 38% 57% 57% 54% 44% 53% 45% 41% 52% 49% 42% 49% 41% 70%

Don't know 102 34 68 22 12 22 12 9 25 22 24 24 32 32 31 20 13 6
10% 7% 13% 19% 8% 11% 7% 6% 12% 8% 8% 11% 13% 12% 12% 8% 9% 6%

Table 6
Q.4 Do you agree or disagree with these statements?
Base: All respondents
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Gender Age Social Grade Region
Wales

North &
South Mid- Eng- South Scot-

Total Male Female 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ AB C1 C2 DE East lands land West land

Weighted base 1017 488 529 121 161 201 171 151 212 264 295 214 244 266 266 251 143 89

The British economy is well
placed to ride out this
recession

Agree 370 184 186 61 48 61 60 58 82 81 104 81 103 89 92 94 58 37
36% 38% 35% 50% 30% 30% 35% 39% 39% 30% 35% 38% 42% 33% 34% 38% 40% 42%

Disagree 588 284 304 49 110 128 102 85 114 171 171 122 123 167 160 141 72 48
58% 58% 57% 41% 68% 63% 60% 56% 54% 65% 58% 57% 50% 63% 60% 56% 50% 54%

Don't know 60 20 40 11 3 13 9 8 16 13 19 10 18 10 15 16 14 4
6% 4% 8% 9% 2% 6% 5% 5% 8% 5% 7% 5% 7% 4% 6% 6% 9% 5%

Table 6
Q.4 Do you agree or disagree with these statements?
Base: All respondents


