
 
 

BBC London – Trust in the Metropolitan Police  
 
 
METHODOLOGY NOTE 
 
ComRes interviewed 1,000 adults from London by telephone between 12th and 16th March 2014. Data were weighted to be representative of all London adults. ComRes is a 
member of the British Polling Council and abides by its rules.  
 
All press releases or other publications must be checked with ComRes before use.  ComRes requires 48 hours to check a press release unless otherwise agreed. 
 
To commission a voting intention poll or a public opinion survey please contact Keiran Pedley: keiran.pedley@comres.co.uk  

To register for Pollwatch, a monthly newsletter update on the polls, please email: pollwatch@comres.co.uk 
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Q1. Trust in
Met PoliceBoroughEthnicity IIEthnicity IIncomeAge IIAge IGender

UntrustTrust-Over£28k-£14k-Up to
-worthyworthyOuterInnerBMEWhiteBlackAsianWhite£55k£55k£28k£14k55+35-5418-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

15481659740327070380115703201198156176350409241195155161248168735514491000Unweighted base

1608106153853666001061626002022111611602803603601601201502102301305204801000Weighted base

-8105063032815047612850416417613112522029729312496123174191102433376810NET: Trustworthy
-100%82%79%77%84%71%79%84%81%83%82%78%79%82%81%78%80%82%83%83%79%83%78%81%

-2361627474156154015639453045628093392334466034134102236Very trustworthy    (4)
-29%26%19%20%26%14%25%26%19%21%18%28%22%22%26%24%19%23%22%26%26%26%21%24%

-57434522920834861883481251311028015821720085738912813169299274574Fairly trustworthy  (3)
-71%56%60%57%58%57%54%58%62%62%63%50%56%60%55%53%61%59%61%57%53%58%57%57%

105-62434160161360262119122544361411172717194660105Fairly untrustworthy (2)
66%-10%11%11%10%15%8%10%13%10%12%8%9%12%10%9%9%11%13%7%15%9%12%11%

55-28272726717261010101419122510965168223355Very untrustworthy  (1)
34%-5%7%7%4%6%11%4%5%5%6%9%7%3%7%6%8%4%2%7%6%4%7%6%

160-90706886233086363229264456612420233333286793160NET: Untrustworthy
100%-15%18%18%14%22%19%14%18%15%18%16%16%15%17%15%16%16%15%14%21%13%19%16%

--18121710841034-91686124446-191130Don't know
--3%3%5%2%7%3%2%1%2%-5%6%2%2%7%4%3%2%3%-4%2%3%

1.663.293.072.942.943.072.852.953.072.963.012.943.043.003.043.023.042.953.033.043.052.983.092.953.02Mean

0.480.450.750.770.800.730.750.880.730.730.720.740.870.790.700.810.790.780.730.680.800.820.730.790.76Standard deviation

Page 1

London Met Police Poll 2014
CATI Fieldwork : 12th - 16th March 2014

Absolutes/col percents
Table 1
Q1. Overall, how trustworthy or untrustworthy do you consider the Metropolitan Police to be?
Base: All respondents
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Q1. Trust in
Met PoliceBoroughEthnicity IIEthnicity IIncomeAge IIAge IGender

UntrustTrust-Over£28k-£14k-Up to
-worthyworthyOuterInnerBMEWhiteBlackAsianWhite£55k£55k£28k£14k55+35-5418-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

15481659740327070380115703201198156176350409241195155161248168735514491000Unweighted base

1608106153853666001061626002022111611602803603601601201502102301305204801000Weighted base

84128221831212313710121915151266969143549NET: More likely to
5%5%4%6%5%5%1%8%5%1%3%6%7%7%4%4%8%5%4%4%2%7%3%7%5%trust now

72318111118-91824581311585472482129I am much more      (5)
4%3%3%3%3%3%-5%3%1%2%3%5%5%3%1%5%4%3%3%1%3%1%4%3%likely to trust them

now

218101071324131344651041224661420I am slightly more  (4)
1%2%2%3%2%2%1%2%2%1%1%3%3%2%1%3%3%1%1%1%2%4%1%3%2%likely to trust them

now

604613342051773453591345114105849515019519483678511012767267271539It has made no      (3)
38%57%54%53%48%57%33%56%57%56%50%52%59%54%54%54%52%56%57%52%55%52%51%57%54%difference to me

242441681031011644236164617442336895109402832637633164107271I am slightly less  (2)
15%30%27%27%28%27%39%22%27%30%35%26%20%24%26%30%25%23%21%30%33%25%32%22%27%likely to trust them

now

645069485453261753232325173645352016232318176156116I am much less      (1)
40%6%11%12%15%9%24%10%9%11%11%16%11%13%13%10%12%14%15%11%8%13%12%12%12%likely to trust them

now

88294237151155217685321784976750104140144604455859450225163388NET: Less likely to
55%36%39%39%42%36%64%33%36%42%46%42%31%37%39%40%38%37%37%41%41%39%43%34%39%trust now

41416816726721-37108424644141124Don't know
2%2%3%2%4%1%2%4%1%1%1%-2%2%3%2%3%2%2%3%2%3%3%2%2%

2.122.652.562.562.482.632.122.692.632.492.482.522.692.602.552.552.622.582.542.552.542.572.482.662.56Mean

1.100.760.830.860.890.800.800.900.800.740.780.910.880.920.850.770.930.900.880.830.700.890.780.890.84Standard deviation
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London Met Police Poll 2014
CATI Fieldwork : 12th - 16th March 2014

Absolutes/col percents
Table 2
Q2. An independent report published last week found that the Metropolitan Police used an undercover police officer to spy on the family of the murdered teenager
   Stephen Lawrence. To what extent, if at all, has this revelation affected your opinion of the Metropolitan Police?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Q1. Trust in
Met PoliceBoroughEthnicity IIEthnicity IIncomeAge IIAge IGender

UntrustTrust-Over£28k-£14k-Up to
-worthyworthyOuterInnerBMEWhiteBlackAsianWhite£55k£55k£28k£14k55+35-5418-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

15481659740327070380115703201198156176350409241195155161248168735514491000Unweighted base

1608106153853666001061626002022111611602803603601601201502102301305204801000Weighted base

13652441125725539085108390152164112981802552341017910515013995352316668NET: Is/ has been
85%65%67%67%70%65%80%67%65%75%78%70%61%64%71%65%63%66%70%71%60%73%68%66%67%institutionally racist

1433122312610823429552347992505497134117554353817046182167348The Metropolitan Police
9%41%36%33%30%39%28%34%39%39%44%31%34%35%37%32%34%36%35%39%31%36%35%35%35%has been

institutionally racist
in the past but is not
any more

12219218813114715755531577372624482120117463652696948170150320The Metropolitan Police
76%24%31%34%40%26%52%33%26%36%34%39%27%29%33%33%29%30%35%33%30%37%33%31%32%is an institutionally

racist organisation

1618312971611349341342931364160608135242237542787113200The Metropolitan police
10%23%21%18%17%22%8%21%22%14%15%23%26%21%17%22%22%20%15%18%23%21%17%24%20%has never been an

institutionally racist
organisation

81037557507613207622161221404646231723233788150131Don't know
5%13%12%15%14%13%12%12%13%11%7%7%13%14%13%13%15%14%15%11%16%6%16%10%13%
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London Met Police Poll 2014
CATI Fieldwork : 12th - 16th March 2014

Absolutes/col percents
Table 3
Q3. In the past, the Metropolitan police has been accused of being institutionally racist. Which of the following statements comes closest to your view on this subject?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Q1. Trust in
Met PoliceBoroughEthnicity IIEthnicity IIncomeAge IIAge IGender

UntrustTrust-Over£28k-£14k-Up to
-worthyworthyOuterInnerBMEWhiteBlackAsianWhite£55k£55k£28k£14k55+35-5418-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

15481659740327070380115703201198156176350409241195155161248168735514491000Unweighted base

1608106153853666001061626002022111611602803603601601201502102301305204801000Weighted base

Generally speaking, most Metropolitan Police officers are trustworthy

8675553632429253982133539186182135133241307311139102127181200111444415860Agree
54%93%87%84%80%90%77%82%90%92%87%84%83%86%85%86%87%85%84%86%87%86%85%86%86%

704565516050192550122524212642471214202229196056116Disagree
44%6%11%13%16%8%18%16%8%6%12%15%13%9%12%13%8%11%13%11%12%14%12%12%12%

51014101311541144251310284372-16924Don't know
3%1%2%3%4%2%5%2%2%2%2%1%3%5%3%*5%4%2%3%1%-3%2%2%

Corruption is widespread in the Metropolitan Police

9012111898118914455913053353945828920253052543511798215Agree
56%15%19%25%32%15%41%34%15%15%25%22%24%16%23%25%12%21%20%25%23%27%23%20%22%

6061943825020845548994551551451141022012452421178310713914993341348688Disagree
37%76%71%65%57%76%45%61%76%76%69%71%64%72%68%67%73%69%71%66%65%72%66%72%69%

117059374054149541713111935332923121320272623496Don't know
7%9%10%10%11%9%13%5%9%9%6%7%12%12%9%8%14%10%9%9%12%1%12%7%10%

In my experience, Metropolitan Police officers act in a professional manner when dealing with the public

8472951532028352079131520176178130144242292301139104115176194107434401835Agree
52%90%84%83%77%87%74%81%87%87%84%81%90%87%81%84%87%87%77%84%84%82%83%84%83%

666887496668232868202927133051561514292232246670136Disagree
41%8%14%13%18%11%21%17%11%10%14%17%8%11%14%15%10%12%19%10%14%18%13%15%14%

111314151612531264438183625123-20929Don't know
7%2%2%4%4%2%5%2%2%3%2%3%2%3%5%1%4%1%4%6%2%-4%2%3%

Corruption in the Metropolitan Police is worse than in other forces

83160150961151213849121444147485886102293029576933116129246Agree
51%20%24%25%31%20%36%30%20%22%19%29%30%21%24%28%18%25%19%27%30%25%22%27%25%

5554338422420038953983891271429990170219219103689612313188321287608Disagree
35%67%62%58%55%65%50%60%65%63%67%62%56%61%61%61%64%56%64%58%57%67%62%60%61%

221078165509015169032281422515640282325313098364146Don't know
14%13%13%17%14%15%14%10%15%16%13%9%14%18%15%11%18%19%17%15%13%7%16%13%15%
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London Met Police Poll 2014
CATI Fieldwork : 12th - 16th March 2014

Absolutes/col percents
Table 4
Q4. Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
Base: All respondents
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Q1. Trust in
Met PoliceBoroughEthnicity IIEthnicity IIncomeAge IIAge IGender

UntrustTrust-Over£28k-£14k-Up to
-worthyworthyOuterInnerBMEWhiteBlackAsianWhite£55k£55k£28k£14k55+35-5418-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

15481659740327070380115703201198156176350409241195155161248168735514491000Unweighted base

1608106153853666001061626002022111611602803603601601201502102301305204801000Weighted base

The police currently use stop and search powers too much

104277222168183192677319269857463931211755044457710272217172389Agree
65%34%36%44%50%32%63%45%32%34%40%46%40%33%34%49%31%36%30%36%44%56%42%36%39%

444573351731483452879345112109748415419516091638510910950239269509Disagree
27%57%55%45%41%58%26%49%58%56%52%46%53%55%54%44%57%53%57%52%47%39%46%56%51%

13765844356312106321171212324426191320241976339102Don't know
8%9%9%11%9%10%11%6%10%11%8%7%8%11%12%7%12%11%13%11%8%5%12%8%10%

Stop and search is an effective way of reducing crime

82643478267259464651304641421511181262212662571378411415215998375369744Agree
51%79%78%69%71%77%61%80%77%70%72%74%79%79%74%71%86%70%76%72%69%75%72%77%74%

74149126101991193832119525540314878101173130476932127100227Disagree
46%18%20%26%27%20%35%20%20%26%26%25%19%17%22%28%11%26%20%23%30%25%24%21%23%

41711179173117852310162656102-181129Don't know
3%2%2%4%2%3%3%1%3%4%3%1%2%4%4%1%4%4%4%5%1%-3%2%3%

Stop and search unfairly targets young black men

1203822992131992977578297117106957412619818870578211511474275237512Agree
75%47%49%55%54%49%71%48%49%58%50%59%47%45%55%52%44%47%55%55%50%57%53%49%51%

393712721461392652473265749561731281361547552587810252203215418Disagree
24%46%44%38%38%44%22%45%44%37%45%38%46%46%38%43%47%44%39%37%44%40%39%45%42%

2574427293871238111051326271815111017134422870Don't know
1%7%7%7%8%6%7%7%6%5%5%3%8%9%7%5%9%9%6%8%6%3%8%6%7%
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London Met Police Poll 2014
CATI Fieldwork : 12th - 16th March 2014

Absolutes/col percents
Table 5
Q5. The police across the UK have the power to stop and search anyone that they believe may be in possession of stolen goods, drugs or a weapon or if a serious

incident has just occurred.  Do you agree or disagree with the following statements ...
Base: All respondents
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Q1. Trust in
Met PoliceBoroughEthnicity IIEthnicity IIncomeAge IIAge IGender

UntrustTrust-Over£28k-£14k-Up to
-worthyworthyOuterInnerBMEWhiteBlackAsianWhite£55k£55k£28k£14k55+35-5418-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

15481659740327070380115703201198156176350409241195155161248168735514491000Unweighted base

1608106153853666001061626002022111611602803603601601201502102301305204801000Weighted base

1326464813213134698414246917318112511819929730511188115183197109429373802NET: Important
82%80%78%83%86%78%79%87%78%85%86%78%74%71%83%85%69%74%77%87%85%84%83%78%80%

8433426816116824750742471041025657110171149614872999653230199429Very important      (4)
52%41%44%42%46%41%47%46%41%51%48%35%35%39%48%41%38%40%48%47%42%41%44%42%43%

48312213160145222346822269796962901261575040438310156199173373Fairly important    (3)
30%39%35%42%40%37%32%42%37%34%37%43%39%32%35%43%31%33%29%40%44%43%38%36%37%

1410282342979121179242217234437352915201720155066116Not very important  (2)
8%13%13%9%8%13%12%7%13%12%10%11%14%16%10%10%18%12%13%8%9%11%10%14%12%

155044241647884768191429231715141310107293968Not at all important (1)
9%6%7%6%4%8%7%5%8%3%4%12%9%10%6%5%9%12%9%5%4%5%5%8%7%

29152126584512620191263030363673605244293327302178105184NET: Not Important
18%19%20%15%12%21%19%12%21%15%14%22%23%26%17%14%27%24%22%13%13%16%15%22%18%

-128676226---583353213-12214Don't know
-1%1%2%2%1%2%1%1%---3%3%1%1%3%2%1%*1%-2%*1%

3.253.173.163.213.303.123.213.303.123.333.313.013.043.033.253.233.023.053.173.303.253.193.243.113.18Mean

0.960.880.920.850.800.920.930.800.920.800.800.960.930.990.880.810.981.010.970.810.790.830.850.930.89Standard deviation
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London Met Police Poll 2014
CATI Fieldwork : 12th - 16th March 2014

Absolutes/col percents
Table 6
Q6. How important, if at all, is it to you personally that the Metropolitan Police service reflects the ethnic make-up of London?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes


